Common PacifiCorp Terminology and Abbreviations

Alden One

Anchor

CATV

Contract

Cross Arm
cv
Distribution

Down Guy

Drip Loop

Facility Point
FCC

Fiber

Foreign Pole

GO-95

Ground

Alden One (aka Notify) is a third-party foreign application and the primary method of
communication between PacifiCorp and Licensees in Utah. Its use is mandated by the
state of Utah.

An anchor is a device placed in the ground so that a down guy can be installed between
the pole and anchor for additional stability to the pole.

Cable television

All licensees attached to PacifiCorp owned poles must have a joint use contract which
outlines the terms under which their attachments are governed. In Utah there is a non-
negotiable contract template that any licensee can opt into with pre-determined
terms called the Utah Safe Harbor Agreement.

A horizontal structure mounted perpendicularly on the pole, typically made of wood.
Refers to a ‘conversation’ in Alden One
Power lines carrying less than 34 kilovolts of electricity to customers.

A down guy is a messenger that is attached to the pole and an anchor placed into the
ground to offset an unbalanced load (dead-end) or side angles affecting the pole.

A loop of excess cable/conductor that droops below the point of attachment (POA) to
prevent water from accumulating on the line.

A number specific to a certain PacifiCorp pole (Example: 314907).
Federal Communications Commission

Fiber optic cable is most often used by internet providers. Also used as the category
designation for broadband.

An asset owned by another entity. PacifiCorp has attachments on foreign-owned poles
and performs work on foreign poles.

General Order 95 comprises California’s rules for overhead electric line construction.
These rules and clearances are in excess of the NESC and primarily motivated by the
state’s effort to prevent fires. All other states use NESC clearances.

A non-energized conductor attached to the neutral that routes power safely
underground in the event that there was a malfunction



Joint Use (JU)

Licensee

Load Study

Make Ready

Mapstring

NESC

Neutral

NJ

NJUNS

OH
OJUA
PAC
PCO

PPL

Priority A

PSA

Riser

Joint use of utility poles is mandated by federal and state governments. Some of the
primary reasons for this are to keep the public right of way clear, prevent
communications monopolies, and facilitate access to the internet.

An entity which has equipment attached to PacifiCorp owned utility poles (E.g.
Comcast, CenturylLink, PGE, etc.).

PacifiCorp performs load studies on transmission poles prior to allowing a new
attachment in order to determine if the pole will be able to reliably withstand the
additional weight, tension, strain, etc.

Work that is required to “make the pole ready.” One of the functions of the Joint Use
Department is to coordinate power make-ready work which will allow existing licensee
NESC violations to be corrected and/or a new licensee attachment to be placed on the
pole.

A 9-digit number which is specific to PacifiCorp and provides location information
(Example: 11401001.0).

The National Electrical Safety Code sets the ground rules and guidelines for practical
safeguarding of utility workers and the public during the installation, operation, and
maintenance of electric supply, communication lines and associated equipment.

A conductor that allows for the return of current and is attached to the grounding wire.

Refers to a ticket in NJUNS.

The National Joint Use Notification System is a third party foreign application and the
primary method of communication with licensees in Washington and Oregon.

Overhead cables and conductors placed on poles.
Oregon Joint Use Association

PacifiCorp

Pole change out

Pacific Power (and Light). Refers to the west side of PacifiCorp’s system in Oregon,
Washington and northern California.

Aviolation of immediate danger and safety concern for the public.

A pole specific agreement is a contract for Licensees who only plan to attach to a small
set of specific poles.

A conduit which facilitates the transition from underground to overhead installations.



RMP

Self-Certified

Small Cell

Span

Transmission

UG

wo

Rocky Mountain Power. Refers to the east side of PacifiCorp’s system in Idaho, Utah and
Wyoming.

Five of the six states served by PacifiCorp are self-certified, which means that they
have the ability to determine their own pole attachment rules and regulations —which
are usually in line with or in excess of FCC rules.

Small cell (aka wireless) is a new technology being deployed to improve internet
speeds and capacity. They have a much smaller range than macro cell towers and are
being installed to establish the 5G network. These antennas can be attached to
PacifiCorp utility poles, but undergo extra layers of scrutiny during the application
process.

A segment of conductor or cables between two structures i.e. between two poles, or
between a pole and a building.

Power lines carrying greater than 34 kilovolts of electricity. These lines are the
backbone of our electrical grid and transport power across long distances.

Underground - cable and conductors in conduit and a series of manholes typically
originating from a source such as an electric substation or telephone wire center.

‘Work Order’ an internal PacifiCorp reference number used for work tracking.
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