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Technical Memorandum 
 
To: Nikou Hesari, PacifiCorp 
From: Barr Engineering Co. 
Subject: Semiannual Selection of Remedy Progress Report, Naughton FGD 2 
Date: May 15, 2026 

Background and Purpose 

This semiannual report, prepared in accordance with 40 CFR § 257.97(a), documents PacifiCorp’s 
progress in selecting, designing, and implementing the remedy for groundwater impacts previously 
attributed to the Flue Gas Desulfurization Pond 2 (FGD 2) surface impoundment at the Naughton Power 
Plant (Naughton).  

The sequence of groundwater monitoring activities for the Coal Combustion Residual (CCR) surface 
impoundment at Naughton has generally followed the phased approach/progression specified in the CCR 
Rule. PacifiCorp initiated Detection monitoring including Appendix III parameters in 2017 (40 CFR § 
257.94 - Detection monitoring program) followed by Assessment Monitoring including Appendix IV 
parameters in 2018 (40 CFR § 257.95 - Assessment monitoring program). Based on the results of the 
Assessment Monitoring program, PacifiCorp completed an Assessment of Corrective Measures Report 
(40 CFR § 257.96 - Assessment of corrective measures) in May 2019.  During the Assessment of 
corrective measures phase, semiannual reports must be prepared describing the progress in selecting 
and designing the remedy. Preceding and in conjunction with CCR Rule requirements, PacifiCorp has 
been implementing interim corrective measures in accordance with State of Wyoming operating permits. 
The currently implemented interim corrective measures include FGD 2 closure and capping along with the 
operation of an intercept trench/pump back system to capture groundwater impacts attributed to FGD 2. 

The findings of the Nature and Extent Investigation and Assessment of Corrective Measures Report were 
presented at a public meeting held on July 22, 2019. Public comments were requested during the 
meeting and during a 30-day public comment period following the meeting. The preferred alternative 
identified during the assessment of corrective measures was to complete pond closure under the existing 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ) permit to construct, install upgrades to the 
pumping system, and install horizontal well(s) beneath the pond to act as a groundwater capture sump. 
This interim corrective measure for FGD 2 (source control by pond dewatering, closure and capping, and 
a groundwater collection pumping system to extract impacted groundwater) is currently being 
implemented at the facility. 

Conceptual Site Model Update 

After evaluating existing and newly collected hydrogeologic and geochemical data as part of a 
Conceptual Site Model (CSM) update for Naughton, no evidence has been found to support the previous 
understanding that FGD 2 is impacting groundwater. To the contrary, the data show that the liner for FGD 
2 is intact, and no releases from the unit have occurred.  Our revised understanding, based on the new 
data and analysis, is that FGD Pond 2 is not the source of groundwater exceedances at FGD Pond 5, 
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South Ash Pond, and North Ash Pond. Newly calculated background limits are anticipated to support 
development of Alternative Source Demonstration that would eliminate some (or all) previously identified 
SSIs/SSLs. In accordance with the CCR Rule, FGD 2 could eventually return to assessment (and 
potentially to detection) monitoring if no SSLs (and no SSIs) are identified during future groundwater 
monitoring events.  

If the unit does not return to Assessment Monitoring, a remedy must be selected and a final report must 
be prepared describing the remedy and addressing CCR Rule requirements, e.g., protection of human 
health and the environment, source control, and attainment of ground water protection standards, among 
other requirements. The remedy selected must also be certified by a Qualified Professional Engineer 
(QPE) in a final selection of remedy report.  

Completed Work 

• Fall 2025 – CSM update.  
• January 2026 – Annual Groundwater Monitoring and Corrective Action Report. 
• February 2026 – Revised Annual Groundwater Monitoring and Corrective Action Report. 
• February 2026 – Successful Alternative Source Demonstrations for arsenic (NAP-2) and 

molybdenum (AS-1D). 
• Spring 2026 - Evaluated horizontal well groundwater capture system performance. 

 
Planned Work 

• Continue semiannual groundwater monitoring. 
• Evaluate and revise the FGD 2 monitoring network, the need for corrective measures and 

compliance monitoring phase. 
• Continue to implement the interim corrective measure in accordance with WDEQ operating 

permits. 
• Complete and certify the Selection of Remedy Report, as needed. Provide semiannual Selection 

of Remedy status reports, as needed. 
 

Recommendation 

During the assessment of corrective measures phase, semiannual reports must be prepared describing 
the progress in selecting and designing the remedy. A final selection of remedy report must be prepared, 
certified by a QPE, placed in the facility operating record, and posted on PacifiCorp’s CCR compliance 
data website. Once the remedy has been formally selected (or FGD 2 transitions to assessment 
monitoring), the preparation and posting of semiannual selection of remedy progress reports will no 
longer be necessary. If a remedy is required and selected, remediation progress would then be discussed 
in subsequent Naughton FGD 2 Annual Groundwater Monitoring and Corrective Action reports. 
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Reporting 

This semiannual progress report has been placed in PacifiCorp’s operating record to satisfy the 
requirements under § 257.105(h)(12) and posted to PacifiCorp’s CCR compliance data website in 
accordance with § 257.107(h)(9).  
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