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Technical Memorandum 
 
To: Nikou Hesari, PacifiCorp 
From: Barr Engineering Co. 
Subject: Continued Lack of Alternative Capacity and Closure Progress Report, Naughton Power Plant 

South Ash Pond 
Date: November 22, 2025 
Project: 44181141.00 

Background and Purpose 

The provisions set forth in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 257.103(f)(2), Permanent Cessation 
of a Coal-Fired Boiler(s) by a Date Certain allow for an extension of the April 11, 2021 deadline for 
unlined surface impoundments to cease receiving waste where no alternate disposal capacity is 
available. Under the alternative closure timeline in 40 CFR § 257.103(f)(2), a CCR impoundment larger 
than 40 acres that demonstrates the facility has no alternative disposal capacity and certifies that it will 
cease operation of the coal-fired boilers and complete closure of the impoundment by October 17, 2028, 
may continue to receive CCR and non-CCR waste streams after April 11, 2021. The South Ash Pond, 
located at PacifiCorp’s Naughton Power Plant, is an unlined CCR surface impoundment larger than 40 
acres. 

PacifiCorp submitted the requisite demonstration and associated certification (the Demonstration) prior to 
the November 30, 2020, deadline in accordance with § 257.103(f)(3)(i)(C). EPA deemed the 
demonstration complete on January 11, 2022, but has not yet taken final action to approve the 
demonstration. As a result, the cease receipt deadline is tolled pending EPA’s final action. This annual 
report, prepared in accordance with 40 CFR § 257.103(f)(2)(x), documents the continued lack of 
alternative capacity and the progress toward closure of the South Ash Pond at Naughton Power Plant. 

Alternative Disposal Capacity and Progress Update 

PacifiCorp reviewed a refreshed suite of alternative disposal scenarios for the Naughton Power Plant in 
2024, and none of those scenarios appeared to be immediately implementable (Haley and Aldrich, 2024). 
Therefore, the lack of alternative disposal capacity continues to apply at Naughton Power Plant, and the 
South Ash Pond remains necessary to provide capacity for disposal of the plant’s CCR waste streams. 

PacifiCorp is complying with the provisions of the Demonstration and is proceeding toward closure of the 
South Ash Pond. The Demonstration states that in order to achieve closure of the pond by September 30, 
2028 (as required), free water in the unit will be removed to reduce hydrostatic pressure in the pond. 
PacifiCorp has managed and tracked the annual removal of free water from the unit since publishing the 
Demonstration in October 2020. The Naughton Plant remains on schedule to cease operating the coal-fired 
boilers by the end of 2025. The completion of closure of the South Ash Pond remains as scheduled for 
September 30, 2028, as outlined in the Demonstration. Annual progress reports will continue to be prepared 
documenting the continued lack of alternative capacity and the progress being made toward closure of 
the South Ash Pond.  
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Recordkeeping and Reporting 

PacifiCorp will maintain a copy of this annual report in the facility’s operating record in accordance with 40 
CFR § 257.105, Recordkeeping Requirements, and the annual report will be made publicly available on 
the PacifiCorp CCR web site in compliance with 40 CFR § 257.107, Publicly Accessible Internet Site 
Requirements. PacifiCorp will provide notification to the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 
(WYDEQ) State Director in compliance with 40 CFR § 257.106, Notification Requirements.  
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