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Bear River ECC 
Final Meeting Notes 

January 11, 2024 
Virtual Meeting 

 
ECC Members Present 

 Name Organization 
x Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp 

x Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

x Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited 

x Corey Lyman U.S. Forest Service 

x Matt Bringhurst U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

x Patrick Kennedy Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
 Allison Michalski Greater Yellowstone Coalition  

x Blaine Newman Bureau of Land Management 

x Charlie Vincent  American Whitewater 

 Hunter Osborne Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

x Andrew Stokes Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Dan Miller National Park Service 
 Nic Nelson Idaho Rivers United 

Others Present 

x Ryan Whitworth Bureau of Land Management 

x Drew Retherford Bureau of Land Management 

x Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

 Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
x Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

x Eve Davies  PacifiCorp 

 Matt Lucia Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 

x Matt Schenk Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

 Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 

x Jeremy Jirak U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
x Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 

x Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp 

x Nick Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

x Jack Kolkman PacifiCorp 

x Claudia Cottle Bear Lake Watch 
x David Cottle Bear Lake Watch 

x Brady Long Bear Lake Watch 

 
 
Agenda Items 

 

• Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust – Provide information on the land trust’s calculation of long-
term stewardship funding requests. 

• Bear Lake Watch – Discuss their organization’s interest in participating in the license 
continuation process and their nexus to the ECC. 
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Land Trust Calculation of Long-Term Stewardship Funding 

 

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust Executive Director Matt Lucia explained how the land trust 
calculates long-term stewardship funding requests for conservation easements. He reviewed 
the calculations for the recently completed B&R Ranch conservation easement as an example. 
Lucia said the land trust has a separate calculator for fee-title properties. There were no 
questions from ECC members. 

 

Bear Lake Watch – Interest in the License Continuation Process 

 
David Cottle, Claudia Cottle, and Brady Long participated in this meeting on behalf of Bear Lake 
Watch. David Cottle said he will be stepping down as executive director of Bear Lake Watch and 
introduced Brady Long as the incoming executive director.  

 

Cottle said Bear Lake Watch believes it has a nexus to the Bear River hydroelectric project, and if 
the license is continued, is interested in being included in the license continuation process and 
the ECC. They would also favor expansion of PacifiCorp’s Action Area to include Bear Lake. 

 
Vincent expressed concern about adding new parties to the ECC. He said the group has built 
trust over the years and is working well together now. He said adding new parties could upset 
the dynamic of the group. 

 

Cottle said Bear Lake Watch has a history of being a good partner and has good relationships 
with the agencies involved and with PacifiCorp.  

 

Jirak said he has worked with the Cottles and found them to be good partners. If the Settlement 
Agreement is extended, he asked, is there potential to bring in new partners and grow the 
Action Area? If so, where do we draw the line, and how do we decide who can join? 

 

Stenberg said he believed consensus from the current ECC would be needed to bring in new 
parties. Kennedy asked whether the Action Area could, in fact, be expanded as the court case 
seemed binding in that regard. Stenberg said FERC did not include Bear Lake in the FERC Project 
Boundary, but the Action Area is larger. He added that the ECC may fund projects outside the 
Action Area with PacifiCorp’s approval and has a history of doing so.   

 
Cottle said Bear Lake Watch will continue to look for ways to work together with the ECC. 
Stenberg said ECC members may contact him with any additional concerns or comments.  

 

 

 

 


