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Bear River ECC 
Final Meeting Notes 

May 15, 2024 
Pocatello, Idaho 

ECC Members Present 

Name Organization 
x Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp 

x Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

x Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited 

x Corey Lyman U.S. Forest Service 

x Matt Bringhurst U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

x Patrick Kennedy Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
Allison Michalski Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

Blaine Newman Bureau of Land Management 

x Charlie Vincent American Whitewater 

Hunter Osborne Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

Andrew Stokes Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

Dan Miller National Park Service 
x Nick Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

Others Present 

x Ryan Whitworth Bureau of Land Management 

Drew Retherford Bureau of Land Management 

Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
x Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

x Eve Davies PacifiCorp 

x Matt Schenk Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

Keith Jones Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

x Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp 

x Lily Richards Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 
x Tyler Coleman Trout Unlimited 

x Buffi Morris PacifiCorp 

x Ann Yribar Idaho Attorney 

x Jeff Lovinger Attorney 

x Kenny Huston OEMR 
x Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe 

x Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe 

x Connely Baldwin PacifiCorp 

Commitments Made at the May 15, 2024 Meeting 

All • Site visits to potential subject properties are proposed to take place June 26, 2024. Details to 
follow. 

• Next regular ECC meeting takes place August 21, 2024. 

Stenberg • Revise the ECC’s grant fund calendar (with Hugentobler).  
• Add review of license articles (one at a time) to the ECC calendar/agendas. 

• Post Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro resource reports to website. 

• Follow up with Vincent regarding scheduling explanation for whitewater boater flow calendar. 

Campbell-Lavallee • Finalize 2024 site visit schedule and itinerary. Date change to June 26, 2024 was proposed at 
this meeting. Coordinate with Coombs (for access) and provide notice to ECC. 
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Commitments Made at the May 15, 2024 Meeting 

• Develop a priority list to help determine ECC interest in Mattson/Paris Creek. 

• Contact Kennedy for information on managed access, if needed. 

DeRito • Continue development of habitat enhancement fund database (with Lyman). 

Kennedy • Loop Hillyard into LDS Church/Cottonwood Creek project. 

Lyman • Continue development of habitat enhancement fund database (with DeRito). 

Coombs • Contact landowners to confirm access for 2024 field visit (Transtrum/Little Creek), 
Mattson/Paris Creek, Davis/Cottonwood Creek).  

Pankau • Continue discussion of Larsen/Mink Creek with title company. 

Lucia • Provide information on adjudication claims associated on the Kackley and Larsen properties.  

Action items in blue have been carried over. 

Email Decisions Since Last Meeting 

None 

Decisions Made at This Meeting 

• Approve 2024 habitat enhancement projects as recommended by the grant fund
subcommittee (see Attachment 1). Projects outside the action area must go to PacifiCorp for
final approval.

Added to the Agenda 

• Grant fund calendar adjustment

• Ranking criteria review

• June site visits

• Kackley planting - next steps

• Alexander Reservoir - enhanced wake boat impacts to shoreline

Updates 

Review of ECC Fund Balances 

Habitat Enhancement Fund – Approximately $209,547 is currently for available for grants. 

Land and Water Fund – Approximately $1.313,491 is currently available for grants. 

Stenberg reported that an apparent discrepancy in the habitat enhancement fund balance has 
been resolved. The 2023 habitat enhancement project summary as approved by the ECC noted 
that funding for the Paris Diversion would come from the land and water fund; however, the 
notes from this meeting did not record the funding subcommittees recommendation that 
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funding for the Stauffer Creek project be supplemented with land and water funds to close the 
gap between available habitat enhancement funds and the grant request.  

Current Habitat Enhancement Projects 

Kackley Springs Restoration (Kackley Planting Next Steps) -  Pankau said he believes further 
analysis of the area is needed before proceeding with additional work and suggested examining 
goals and future management of the area. He said many of the riparian plantings have not 
survived. Approximately $3,658 remains in the project budget. Campbell-Lavallee suggested 
using part of the remaining funds for soil testing. Possible future actions include closing out the 
funds OR cleaning up exclusion fencing, spreading chip piles; placing woody debris in the stream 
channel and piling it farther from main visitation areas; soil testing; cleaning up dead plant 
materials; bringing in cardboard and mulch for the surviving hawthorn trees; and a limited 
planting of small juniper on the west side of Kackley Spring. Some of this work could be 
accomplished by contractor and some as volunteer projects. Stenberg noted that additional 
attention to irrigation may be necessary when the Grace flowline is taken out of service in 2025 
for replacement, as water levels may be lower and the hawthorn trees may need supplemental 
water until they root to a new ground water level adjacent to Kackley Spring.  

Battle Creek – Funds still remain for this project. Stenberg will request an update from the 
Northwestern Band of Shoshone. 

Davis Diversion – DeRito will visit/review the project this summer and will provide an update at 
the next ECC meeting. 

Dip Creek – Funds still remain for this project. Stenberg is awaiting a current W-9. 

Stauffer Creek/Oxborough – Funding from Thomas Fork was transferred to this project per ECC 
approval. Kennedy reported that IDFG just did its final walk-through with the contractor and the 
project is now complete. 

Elkhorn Ranch – This project has not been billed. 

Stauffer Phase 2 – Funding still remains for this project. Remaining funding will be used for 
stock water.  

Hull Cub Fencing – This project will be completed this spring. 

Cub River Fish Passage – Funding for this project is in place. It will be billed later. 

Paris Creek Aquatic Organism Passage – This project involves two stream crossings and is out 
for bid now. Work is anticipated to take place after Labor Day. 



4 

Stauffer Phase 3 – Funding still remains for this project. 

Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro 

The resources reports prepared for this project are mostly complete. Stenberg is reviewing 
them and will post them to PacifiCorp’s Pumped Storage webpage. Two summers of water 
quality  monitoring will be completed. Data collection is also continuing for recreation so vehicle 
occupancy and visitor activities can be described.  

Huston inquired about interest in continuing the Settlement Agreement process in advance of 
the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for the Bear River project. Stenberg said he would like to 
hear direction from the ECC on level of interest and noted the group has until 2027 (the start of 
the ILP) to decide. Stenberg said white papers (program papers) would be good to have when 
building the Preapplication Document. Stenberg said he will leave it to the group to provide 
direction. Cornell said she would like to continue working towards the relicensing process, 
perhaps yearly, rather than dropping it completely. She suggested a review of accomplishments 
in 2026, which would be especially valuable to new members. She said the article review 
process the ECC went through recently was valuable. Stenberg suggested adding a license 
article review to the ECC calendar/ future agendas, covering them one at a time. ECC members 
agreed. 

Paris Decommissioning 

Stenberg said he is optimistic the FERC order for Paris decommissioning will be issued soon. 
PacifiCorp cannot shut down the plant until the FERC order is issued. If issued before 
September, Trout Unlimited can proceed with completion of the new irrigation diversion and 
PacifiCorp could shut down the plant and proceed with decommissioning in 2025.  

2024 Habitat Enhancement Projects 

The ECC reviewed projects recommended by the Grant Fund subcommittee (Attachment 1). 
Seven projects totaling $158,427 were recommended to be funded through the habitat 
enhancement fund. One project, the Paris Creek Irrigation Diversion, was recommended to be 
funded at $425,271 through the land and water fund.  

The ECC reached unanimous consensus to support 2024 projects as recommended by the Grant 
Fund subcommittee. Projects outside the action area must go to PacifiCorp for final approval. 

Habitat Enhancement Project Database 

DeRito and Lyman are continuing to work on a database of the ECC’s habitat enhancement 
projects. DeRito said he plans to present a 20-year review of the projects to the American 
Fisheries Society later this year.  
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Grant Fund Calendar Adjustment 

A proposal was made to adjust habitat enhancement project review up approximately three 
months in order to allow projects to begin earlier in spring and to avoid requests for early 
approval of project funding. The calendar will be revised to reflect March approval of projects 
and will be reviewed at the August ECC meeting. The Grant Fund subcommittee has also 
recommended review of the ECC’s project ranking criteria. This review will take place at the 
August ECC meeting. The current ranking criteria and Streambank Stabilization Policy will be 
distributed to ECC members in advance of the meeting. 

Alexander Reservoir Shoreline Erosion and Enhanced Wake Boats 

Stenberg said a landowner at Alexander called his attention to a problem with shoreline erosion 
at Alexander Reservoir associated with use of enhanced wake boats. Stenberg said PacifiCorp 
has done a lot of work to improve buffer zones around the reservoir. Banks there are highly 
erodible and had healed--conditions were improving around the shoreline. However, he 
recently visited a site where he estimated 10 feet of bank had been lost to erosion, as well as an 
entire aspen grove that was adjacent to a picnic area. Photos of the damage were reviewed by 
the ECC.  

Stenberg said these wake boats disturb the water down to 30 feet and are sending waves to 
shoreline, eroding away banks. This is a new activity with unanticipated effects. He said he 
believes Alexander Reservoir is too small to support the use of enhanced wake boats and is 
considering a request to Caribou County to regulate them. This would require passing a county 
ordinance. He asked for ECC support for this effort. Johnson offered support if needed. Trail 
cameras at boat ramps and coordination with IDFG boat inspection checkpoints were suggested 
as potential means of monitoring the level of enhanced wake boat use. 

Next Agenda 

Next ECC meeting will take place August 21, 2024. Agenda items include: 

• Grant project calendar adjustment

• Review of project ranking criteria (distribute current ranking criteria and Streambank
Stabilization Policy with agenda)

• Habitat enhancement project database

The ECC adjourned to closed session for land and water fund updates. 
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Attachment  1. 2024 Habitat Enhancement Project Recommendations
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Bear River ECC – Grant Fund Subcommittee 2024 Habitat Enhancement Project Recommendations 
(Updated 6/11/2024 to include PacifiCorp Out-of-Action-Area Project Approvals) 

Proposal In/Out of Action 
Area 

Applicant & ECC 
Assignments 

Description ECC Funding & 
Overhead 

Matching 
Funds 

In-kind 
Match 

Total Project 
Cost 

Score 

BCT Broodstock Pond 
Equipment 

In Applicant: Hillyard 
ECC Sponsor: Stenberg 
Funds Manager: 
Kennedy 

Purchase a 10’ X 10’ Old Hickory utility shed and a 
Hach HQ2100 portable dissolved oxygen meter. 

$8,215.00 0 $750 $8,965.00 125 

Cub River Fish Ladder 
and Watershed 
Assessment 

Out (Approved) Applicant: DeRito 
ECC Sponsor: Kennedy 
Funds Manager: 
Lyman 

Operate Cub River fish ladder. Assess fish habitat 
and fish barriers in tributary streams. Compile 
existing water quantity, water quality, fish and 
habitat data and provide a summary report.  

$19,177.00 0 $6,240.00 $25,417.00 120 

Fish Haven Creek Water 
Mitigation Monitoring 

Out 
 (Not Approved) 

Applicant: DeRito 
ECC Sponsor: Stenberg 
Funds Manager: 
Kennedy 

Install an electronic monitoring device in the Ditch 
#1 fish screen bypass. Modify the Ditch #1 bypass 
flow gate. Update and manage the gaging station. 
Monitor BCT redd counts and water 
temperatures.   0 0 0 0 136 

Fish Screen Repairs Partially Out 
(Approved) 

Applicant: Hillyard 
ECC Sponsor: Stenberg 
Funds Manager: 
Kennedy 

Maintenance and repair of 21 fish screens in the 
Bear River drainage in Idaho. 

$8,000.00 0 0 $8,000.00 

Not typically 
ranked 

(125 in 2023) 

Fish Screen Tender Partially Out 
(Approved) 

Applicant: Hillyard 
ECC Sponsor: Stenberg 
Funds Manager: 
Kennedy 

Operation and maintenance of all fish screens on 
irrigation diversions within the action area of the 
license. A few fish screens outside of the action 
area (e.g., Thomas Fork, St. Charles Creek) will 
also be tended. $54,062.00 0 $5,000.00 $59,062.00 1391

HOBO Water 
Temperature Loggers 

Partially Out 
(Approved) 

Applicant: Hillyard 
ECC Sponsor: DeRito 
Funds Manager: 
Kennedy 

Place Hobo temperature loggers at BCT stocking 
locations and some fish screens. 

$2,400.00 0 $800.00 $3,200.00 115 

Paris Sinkhole Bypass 
Channel 

Out (Approved) Applicant: Christensen 
ECC Sponsor: DeRito 
Funds Manager: 
Stenberg 

Construct a bypass channel around a large sink 
hole. 

$50,000.00 $25,000.00 0 $75,000.00 162 

TOTAL (from Habitat 
Enhancement Fund) $141,854.00 $25,000.00 $13,390.00 $196,817.00 

Paris Creek Irrigation 
Diversion (from Land 
and Water Fund) 

Out (Approved) Applicant: DeRito 
ECC Sponsor: Lyman 
Funds Manager: 
Stenberg 

Rebuild Paris Creek irrigation diversion. Fence to 
exclude cattle. Document flows before and after 
decommissioning. 

$425,271.00 $2,604,723.00 $25,000.00 $3,414,144.002
173 

TOTAL 
RECOMMENDED $567,125.00 

NOTES: 1 = score carried over from previous years; 2 = includes 2023 award of $359,150. 


