Bear River ECC
Final Meeting Notes
August 21, 2024
Pocatello, Idaho

ECC Members Present

Name Organization
X Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp
X Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
X Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited
X Pete Gomben U.S. Forest Service
Matt Bringhurst U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
X Patrick Kennedy Idaho Department of Fish and Game
Kathy Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Drew Retherford Bureau of Land Management
Charlie Vincent American Whitewater
Hunter Osborne Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
Andrew Stokes Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
Dan Miller National Park Service
X Nick Kunath Idaho Rivers United

Others Present

Blaine Newman

Bureau of Land Management

X Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game

Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game

Eve Davies PacifiCorp
X Jessica Anderson Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

Jeremy Jirak U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
X Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp
X Lily Richards Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust
X Tyler Coleman Trout Unlimited
X John Hutchins Attorney, PacifiCorp
X Kenny Huston Governor’s Office of Energy and Mineral Resources
X Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe
X Matt Lucia Sagebrush Steppe
X Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe
X Tim Lingle U.S. Forest Service

Commitments Made at the August 21, 2024 Meeting
Al ®*  Online meetings will be scheduled for September 2024 to discuss revisions to the habitat
enhancement project application and ranking criteria.
®*  ECC members provide three areas of focus for ranking criteria revisions to Stenberg by email by
Friday, August 23, 2024.
®*  Next regular ECC meeting takes place October 16, 2024.
Stenberg e  Update calendar invites for meetings to reflect the revised ECC 2024-25 calendar.

Schedule a series of online meetings to revise habitat enhancement project application and
ranking criteria (September).

Provide Kackley book to Pankau for reference (re: surface water right).

Present out-of-action-area subject properties Transtrum and Paris Creek to PacifiCorp for
approval. Notify ECC of decision.




Commitments Made at the August 21, 2024 Meeting

e  Add review of license articles (one at a time) to the ECC calendar/agendas.
e  Post Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro resource reports to website when complete.

Campbell-Lavallee e  Provide contact information for long-time PacifiCorp employees (Les and Claude) for further
information regarding surface water rights at Kackley.

DeRito e  Distribute draft habitat enhancement project presentation to co-authors for review when
complete.

Hugentobler e  Revise whitewater boater flow calendar to move one spring flow (May) to fall (September). Add
annual review of the WWBF calendar to the ECC’s December agenda.

Lucia ° Provide information on adjudication claims associated on the Kackley and Larsen properties.

Action items in blue have been carried over.

Email Decisions Since Last Meeting

The following decisions were made by email vote since the last ECC meeting. A record of voting
for each is included in Attachment 1.

e Approve provision of $39,500 in land and water acquisition funds to U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) to assist with due diligence for the Fox conservation easement.

e Approve Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s annual capacity invoice for the period July 1, 2024
to June 30, 2025 in the amount of $40,000, to be paid from the land and water acquisition
fund.

Decisions Made at This Meeting

e Subject to future review and modification as needed based on monitoring, prepare future
whitewater schedules for ECC review based on 2024 weekend dates. The 2024 dates include
three spring and one fall (September) weekend. The ECC will review the schedule annually
at its December meeting.

e Approve a revised ECC calendar, which includes a new schedule for habitat enhancement
project review and approval. Evaluate and adjust as needed after this first year.

e Designate Transtrom, Davis, and Paris Creek as subject properties, noting that Transtrum
and Paris Creek are out of action area and require PacifiCorp approval.

Added to the Agenda

e Wake Boats on PacifiCorp Reservoirs — Stenberg reported that wake boats have been
observed in Alexander and Oneida reservoirs. As discussed at a previous ECC meeting,
the wakes produced by these boats can cause significant damage to shorelines, including
erosion and loss of trees. Stenberg said he researched state statutes and according to
the Idaho State Boating Act, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation governs waters



of the state. However, the Bear River reservoirs are not on IDL maps of state navigable
waters. He said PacifiCorp believes these are private reservoirs and PacifiCorp can set
their own boating rules. Stenberg also discussed aquatic invasive species risk posed by
the ballast tanks in these boats. It appears that all, or most, of the private irrigation
reservoirs in southeast Idaho have banned the boats because of concerns over
introduction of aquatic invasive species. He said PacifiCorp is considering placing signs
prohibiting wake boats at the Bear River reservoirs, and he plans to coordinate this with
county sheriffs. Stenberg noted that FERC requires nondiscriminatory access, but these
boats are affecting other users and the shoreline. He asked ECC members for input.
Timing of signage was noted as a concern--it would be best if they were put in place over
winter.

e Oneida Studies — Data collection for the Recreation and Water Quality resource reports
is complete. Final reports are underway and will be posted to PacifiCorp’s Bear River
webpage when complete.

Updates

ECC Fund Balances

Habitat Enhancement Fund — There is currently approximately $14,000 in unobligated funds in
the habitat enhancement fund. No payments have been made on 2024 projects.

Land and Water Fund — There is currently approximately $1.3 million in unobligated funds in
the land and water acquisition fund.

Current Habitat Enhancement Projects

Paris Decommissioning — The Paris irrigation diversion build is currently underway. Phase 1
actions are almost complete. Phase 2 is not underway and cannot go forward before winter.
FERC has not yet issued a decommissioning order and the tailrace can’t be removed until the
order is issued. At this point, Phase 2 is likely to be completed in the fall of 2025.

Habitat Enhancement Project Database - DeRito and Lyman have been building a database of
the ECC’s habitat enhancement projects. DeRito displayed the database for ECC members. He
noted that the bulk of the projects are fish passage projects. The database will provide a good
opportunity to take a broader look at completed projects and plan ahead for future projects.

Cornell said it would be good to evaluate whether projects to date have “moved the needle.”
DeRito said there currently isn’t a way to evaluate this. He recommended requiring that habitat
enhancement project grant recipients submit a project completion report. It would also be
helpful to know whether ECC projects are meeting goals. Cornell recommended monitoring of
land and water projects as well. Lucia noted there are baseline reports for the conservation



easements completed to date. DeRito plans to present a paper on the habitat enhancement
project database at an upcoming American Fisheries Society conference. He will provide a draft
to those listed as co-authors in the coming week.

Proposed Modification to the Whitewater Boater Flow Calendar - Vincent

American Whitewater brought forward a request to modify the whitewater boater flow
schedule, moving an early spring (May) scheduled flow to fall. Vincent noted that whitewater
flows are scheduled by PacifiCorp over four weekends in spring, but because of a generating
unit outage in the Grace powerhouse, one spring release has been moved to fall for the past
several years. The fall releases have been better attended by boaters than the May releases.
Vincent said fall releases were not made previously because of concerns over potential impacts
to water quality and fish mortality, but this doesn’t seem to have been the case. Vincent asked
for agreement, with data we currently have, to move an early spring (May) release, which is
poorly attended, to fall. He asked whether there were any concerns. Stenberg stated that
PacifiCorp is amenable to having a fall whitewater boater flow.

Stenberg said from PacifiCorp’s perspective, having a fall flow is positive because it receives
more use from boaters. Also, having all the boater flows in spring is difficult for operators
because it’s a busy time of year for them. Moving one to fall helps. Stenberg said a permanent
change to the whitewater boater flow schedule would require PacifiCorp to amend the
whitewater boater flow agreement. However, the ECC could also review and approve the
schedule yearly, as it has been doing. Cornell said the ECC should review water quality and
temperature changes and make sure there is no detrimental effect but in general, she is
supportive of moving one boater flow to the fall. She would also support yearly review of the
boater flow schedule with the ECC.

It was generally agreed that the annual schedule would be prepared based on the 2024
schedule and that the ECC would continue to review the draft schedule at the December ECC
meeting. IDEQ and IDFG both stated they would rather not make a permanent decision about
the fall release but want to be able to continue to evaluate water quality data.

Revised ECC Calendar Amending Habitat Enhancement Project Review Schedule

A draft revised 2024-25 calendar was distributed for ECC review prior to this meeting
(Attachment 2). A vote was called by Stenberg to endorse the draft calendar for 2024-25.
Approval was unanimous. 2024 will be a trial year for the new schedule.

Project Ranking Process — Kennedy

ECC members discussed the ECC’s focus on projects on tributaries to the mainstem Bear River.
DeRito said he believes work on both the main stem and tributaries is needed. TU’s focus is
restoration, reconnection, and protection. He said the ECC’s decision to focus on tributaries was
likely cost-benefit. It was agreed that streambank stabilization projects, i.e., putting rock in the



Bear River, was maybe not the best use of ECC funding. Cornell said she agreed it is time to re-
focus on the Bear, but she would still favor consideration of projects on the tributaries.

ECC members reviewed comments on the project ranking and project application forms but
tabled further discussion at this meeting. A series of online meetings will be scheduled to work
through changes to the project application and ranking criteria. In the interim, Stenberg
requested that ECC members provide to him by email by Friday, three areas of focus for the
ranking criteria.

Review and Discussion of the ECC’s Streambank Stabilization Policy

Kennedy reviewed his comments on the ECC’s Streambank Stabilization Policy. He said he would
like to focus projects on the mainstem, on a landscape level. He said he believes the current
focus on the tributaries has not moved the needle. Davies noted one reason the tributaries
were prioritized was that when water temperatures in the Bear River are high, fish seek out cool
water at the confluence with tributaries. Stenberg said the decision may also have been based
on the belief that dollars would go further on the tributaries. Kennedy said a watershed
assessment may be needed to better plan future actions, so that projects are more strategic
than opportunistic. He said there is a need to understand why we haven’t moved the needle
with Bonneville cutthroat trout. Davies asked whether new studies were needed versus updates
to existing studies.

Next Agenda
Next ECC meeting will take place October 16, 2024. Agenda items include:

e Project updates

e Paris decommissioning update

e Suggested additions to the annual report (projects)

e Review Steven Smith’s habitat enhancement project map (future agenda)



Attachment 1

Record of Email Voting



Bear River ECC — Record of Email Voting
USFWS/Fox Conservation Easement Due Diligence Funding Approval
Vote Called by Stenberg
July 23, 2024
Name Organization

Yes Lyman USFS
Yes DeRito Trout Unlimited
Yes Cornell IDEQ
Yes Kunath Idaho Rivers United
Yes Jones Idaho Parks and Rec
Yes Johnson Idaho Fish and Game
Yes Retherford BLM

Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes

Miller National Park Service
Yes Vincent American Whitewater

Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone

Abstain Stenberg PacifiCorp

Yes Jirak USFWS

From: Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 23,2024 9:13 PM

To: Campbell-Lavallee, Jaime (PacifiCorp) <Jaime.Campbell-Lavallee @ pacificorp.com>; Miller, Dan J <Dan_Miller@nps.gov>;
Davies, Eve (PacifiCorp) <Eve.Davies@pacificorp.com>; Greg McReynolds (greg@idahorivers.org) <greg@idahorivers.org>; Jirak,
Jeremy M <jeremy _jirak@fws.gov>; Johnson, Becky <becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>; kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov; Keith
Jones <Keith.Jones@idpr.idaho.gov>; Colburn, Kevin <kevin@americanwhitewater.org>; Retherford, Drew W
<dretherford@blm.gov>; Warren Colyer <wcolyer@tu.org>; Andrew Stokes <Andrew.Stokes@idpr.idaho.gov>; Newman, Blaine
W <bnewman@blm.gov>; Charlie Vincent <charliev@xmission.com>; Hunter Osborne (hosborne@sbtribes.com)
<hosborne@sbtribes.com>; James DeRito <JDeRito@tu.org>; Jennifer Cornell (jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov)
<jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov>; Kathy Rinaldi (krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org) <krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org>;
Kennedy,Patrick <pat.kennedy@idfg.idaho.gov>; Lyman, Corey -FS <corey.lyman@usda.gov>; Bringhurst, Matthew J
<matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov>; Miriam Hugentobler <miriam.hugentobler@gmail.com>; Nick Kunath
(nkunath@idahorivers.org) <nkunath@idahorivers.org>; Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>;
Rosebrough-Jones, Susan E <Susan Rosebrough@nps.gov>

Cc: Olson, Todd (PacifiCorp) <Todd.Olson@pacificorp.com>; Amme Redington <amme@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; David
Pacioretty (dpacioretty@gmail.com) <dpacioretty@gmail.com>; Eric Panko <eric@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; Lily Richards
(lily@sagebrushlandtrust.org) <lily@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; mark gamblin <copperbasin53@yahoo.com>; Matt Coombs
<mcoombs@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; Matt Lucia (matt@sagebrushlandtrust.org)

<matt@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; tlucia7100@gmail.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Due Diligence Funding for Fox Conservation Easement - Email VOTE

Hello Everyone:

The Fish and Wildlife Service is working on a 3,270-acre conservation easement in the Gentile
Valley. Jeremy Jirak, Bear Lake National Wildlife Refuge Manager, has provided updates on this
easement, the Fox Conservation Easement, at our ECC meetings. This project was a priority of the
ECC in the past, unfortunately we were unable to close it at that time. The FWS is able to complete
the easement now and is requesting $39,500 in funding to assist with due diligence and contracting
to prepare a baseline report. This funding support will accelerate the completion of the easement
project. Please see the attached project brief. If you would reply to Miriam and myself with your
vote to approve or not that would be appreciated.
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This funding request will not have an impact on available funds as the Johnson Stock Valley
conservation easement project has been cancelled resulting in the release of $50,250 in funding
back to the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Side Note: The proposed alignment of PacifiCorp’s Gateway West transmission line runs through a
portion of this conservation easement. This alighment approvalis documented in a BLM record of
decision. The FWS has reviewed this situation and determined that if in the future the Gateway
West transmission line is built that the FWS could modify the easement to accommodate it, but
they do not want to include an allowance for it at this time.

Thank you for consideration of this request. If you have questions please reach out to Jeremy, Matt
Combs and/or me.

Mark Stenberg, MBA

PacifiCorp — Renewable Resources
Principal Operations Project Manager
(208) 339-9552



Bear River ECC — Record of Email Voting
SSLT 2024 Annual Capacity Funding Approval
Vote Called by Hugentobler
August 9, 2024
Name Organization

yes Lyman USFS
yes DeRito Trout Unlimited
yes Cornell IDEQ
yes Kunath Idaho Rivers United
yes Jones Idaho Parks and Rec

Kennedy Idaho Fish and Game
yes Retherford BLM

Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes

Miller National Park Service
yes Vincent American Whitewater

Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone
yes Stenberg PacifiCorp
yes Bringhurst USFWS

From: Miriam Hugentobler <miriam.hugentobler@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 2:16 PM

To: Andrew Stokes <Andrew.Stokes@idpr.idaho.gov>; Blaine Newman <blaine_newman@blm.gov>; Charlie Vincent
<CLVincent@xmission.com>; Lyman, Corey -FS <corey.lyman@usda.gov>; Hunter Osborne (hoshorne@sbtribes.com)
<hosborne@sbtribes.com>; Jennifer Cornell (jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov) <Jennifer.Cornell@deq.idaho.gov>; James DeRito
<James.DeRito@tu.org>; Kathy Rinaldi <krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org>; Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp)
<Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>; Mathew Bringhurst (matthew bringhurst@fws.gov) <matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov>; Nick
Kunath (nkunath@idahorivers.org) <nkunath@idahorivers.org>; Kennedy,Patrick <pat.kennedy@idfg.idaho.gov>; Susan
Rosebrough-Jones <susan rosebrough@nps.gov>; Becky Johnson <becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>; dan _miller@nps.gov; Drew
W Retherford <dretherford@blm.gov>; greg@idahorivers.org; Campbell-Lavallee, Jaime (PacifiCorp) <Jaime.Campbell-
Lavallee@pacificorp.com>; Jeremy Jirak (jeremy jirak@fws.gov) <jeremy jirak@fws.gov>; Kathleen Villanueva
<kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov>; Keith Jones <keith.jones@idpr.idaho.gov>; 'Kevin Colburn' (kevin@americanwhitewater.org)
<kevin@americanwhitewater.org>; Matthew.Schenk@deq.idaho.gov; Tyler Coleman <tyler.coleman@tu.org>

Subject: Bear River ECC - Email Vote to Approve SSLT's Annual Capacity Invoice

ECC Members and Alternates,

Attached for your approval by email vote is Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s invoice for annual
capacity funding in the amount of $40,000 for the period July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025, to be paid
from the ECC’s Land and Water Acquisition Fund.

Payment of this invoice is consistent with funding obligations described in Section 4.1 of
PacifiCorp’s MOA with Sagebrush Steppe and the Bear River Hydroelectric Project Settlement
Agreement and FERC license. If you have questions or need additional background information,
please contact Mark Stenberg (mark.stenberg@pacificorp.com) or Jamie Campbell-Lavallee
(jaime.campbell-lavallee@pacificorp.com). Voting will close in 5 business days. Please reply by
Friday, August 16, 2024.

Thankyou,

Miriam Hugentobler
Bear River ECC
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Attachment 2

Revised ECC Calendar, 2024-25
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Bear River ECC
Revised 2024-25 Calendar

2024

Jun 26 (Wed)

Field review of projects and/or subject properties

Aug 21 (Wed)

Regular ECC meeting — Approve new grant fund review calendar and project
application, revise ranking criteria. Discuss grant fund availability announcement
(more targeted to priorities?). Discussion of subject properties (site visit findings).

Sept 11 (Wed)

Post new grant project applications and ranking criteria to website

Oct 1 (Tues)

Email news release announcing availability of 2025 grant funds

Oct 16 (Wed)

Regular ECC meeting. Discuss suggested additions to annual report (projects).

Nov 15 (Fri)

2025 grant applications — Proposals due from ECC sponsors. Distribute project
proposals and summary to ECC for review prior to December meeting.

Dec 4 or 11 (Wed)

Regular ECC meeting — includes preliminary review of 2025 grant applications.
Develop WWBF calendar with AW and review with the ECC at Dec meeting

2025

Jan 2 (Thurs)

2025 grant applications — Applications due from ECC sponsors.

Jan 14 (Tues)

2024 Annual Report to ECC for 30-day review

Jan 15 (Wed)

2025 grant applications — Grant Fund subcommittee meets to rank projects

Feb 13 (Thurs)

2024 Annual Report end of 30-day review — ECC comments due

Feb 19 (Wed)

Regular ECC meeting — ECC votes on Grant Fund subcommittee recommendations.
Out of Action Area projects go to PacifiCorp for review/approval.

Feb 20 (Thurs) Print-ready copy of 2024 Annual Report

Feb 28 (Fri) 2024 Annual Report due to FERC (electronic filing)

Mar 19 (Wed) Regular ECC meeting — ECC hears PacifiCorp decision on out of Action Area projects.
Mar 20 (Thurs) Deadline to submit 2025 whitewater boater flow schedule to FERC

Mar 21 (Fri) 2025 grant applications — Award letters sent (email)

Mar 22 & 23 (Sat/Sun)

Whitewater Boater Flow #1 (preliminary)

April 12 & 13 (Sat/Sun)

Whitewater Boater Flow #2 (preliminary)

Apr 25-27 (Fri/Sat/Sun)

Whitewater Boater Flow #3 (preliminary)

May 21 (Wed)

Regular ECC meeting

Jun 18 (Wed)

Field Day

Sept 13 &14 (Sat/Sun)

Whitewater Boater Flow #4 (preliminary)
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