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Bear River ECC 
Final Meeting Notes 

October 16, 2024 
Pocatello, Idaho 

 
ECC Members Present 

 Name Organization 
X Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp 

X Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

X Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited 

 Corey Lyman U.S. Forest Service 

 Matt Bringhurst U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

X Patrick Kennedy Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
 Kathy Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone Coalition  

X Drew Retherford Bureau of Land Management 

X Charlie Vincent  American Whitewater 

 Hunter Osborne Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

 Andrew Stokes Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Dan Miller National Park Service 
 Nick Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

Others Present 

 Blaine Newman Bureau of Land Management 

X Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

 Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

X Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
X Eve Davies  PacifiCorp 

 Jeremy Jirak U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

X Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp 

 Lily Richards Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 

X Tyler Coleman Trout Unlimited 

X John Hutchins Attorney, PacifiCorp 
X Kenny Huston Governor’s Office of Energy and Mineral Resources 

X Buffi Morris PacifiCorp 

 Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe 

 Matt Lucia Sagebrush Steppe 

X Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe 
X Brady Long Bear Lake Watch 

 
Commitments Made at the October 16, 2024 Meeting 

All • Next regular ECC meeting takes place December 4, 2024. 

Stenberg • Set up call with Kennedy, Hillyard re: invoicing for current habitat enhancement projects. 

• Share 2006 FERC decision, your presentation and panel discussion of offsite mitigation with the 
ECC. DeRito would like to know how many projects of this type there are nationwide. 

• Prepare a habitat enhancement proposal guideline document. Distribute to the ECC for review 
and further development. Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with 
DeRito.  

• Develop and require a completion report (possibly a form) for habitat enhancement projects. 
• Add a link to HUC 10 map to habitat enhancement project materials. Request map. 

• Review and revise ECC calendar with Hugentobler. Distribute to ECC for approval. 
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Commitments Made at the October 16, 2024 Meeting 

• Work with DeRito and Hugentobler on incorporating habitat enhancement projects into the 
annual report.  

• Clean up ranking form and distribute for ECC approval 

• Clean up project forms and distribute for ECC approval  

• Update calendar invites for meetings to reflect the revised ECC 2024-25 calendar. 
• Add review of license articles (one at a time) to the ECC calendar/agendas. 

• Post Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro resource reports to website when complete. 

DeRito • Submit report and invoice for Cub River 2023. 

• Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with Stenberg. 

• Work with Stenberg and Hugentobler on incorporating habitat enhancement projects into the 
annual report. 

Hugentobler • Review and revise ECC calendar with Stenberg.  

• Check with ECC members for ranking subcommittee membership. 
• Work with Stenberg and DeRito on incorporating habitat enhancement projects into the annual 

report. 

• Review and select applicable project lifespans from NRCS list provided by Smith. Add to project 
ranking criteria materials.  

• Revise whitewater boater flow calendar to move one spring flow (May) to fall (September). Add 
annual review of the WWBF calendar to the ECC’s December agenda.  

Lucia • Provide information on adjudication claims associated on the Kackley and Larsen properties.  

Action items in blue have been carried over. 

 
 
Email Decisions Since Last Meeting 

 

None 

 

Decisions Made at This Meeting 

 

None 

 

Review and Additions to the Agenda 

 

• National Hydropower Association’s 2024 Clean Current convention – offsite mitigation 

• ECC calendar – accounting 

• Goals and objectives for habitat enhancement funds – next steps 

• Streambank stabilization project policy 

 

Updates 

 

ECC Fund Balances 

 

Land and Water Fund 

$2.3 million – current balance 

$1 million - obligated 

$1.3 million - available for projects (approximate) 
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Habitat Enhancement Fund 

$659,000 - current balance 

$556,000- obligated 

$102,000 - available for projects (approximate) 

 

Paris Decommissioning – Tabled. 

 

Current Habitat Enhancement Projects  

 

Kackley Plantings – Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust (SSLT) reported that the larger, dead Russian 
olive trees have been added to the stream for structure. Chip piles have been spread and used 
to mulch plantings. Some new mulch has also been brought in. This project can be closed out. 

 

Davis Diversion – This project is complete. 

 

Hull Fencing – Project is complete, $1,000 left in budget. 

 

Boa Ogoi – Project is complete. 

 

Habitat Enhancement Project Database 
 
Progress Report – DeRito’s habitat enhancement project database presentation to the American 
Fisheries Society was in preparation at the time of the last ECC meeting update. DeRito reported 
that a few additional projects were added, the action area was digitized, and presentation was 
finalized prior to the conference. He reviewed the presentation and summarized some of the 
final data for ECC members. 
 

Habitat Enhancement Projects Number Dollar Amount 

Completed Projects 147 $3,701,480 

In Progress 15 $639,234 
Total 162 $4.3 million 

 
Types of Projects – The greatest number of projects by type are: 1) fish passage, 2) habitat 
enhancement, 3) riparian protection, and 4) broodstock ponds. Of the 162 projects currently in 
the database, 98 are construction projects, 34 are operation and maintenance, 22 are planning 
and design, 7 are studies, and 1 is classified as “other.” 
 
Project Locations – Of 99 [constructed/other] projects, 80 are on tributaries, 19 are on the 
mainstem. Seventy-nine are within the action area, 16 are outside the action area, and 4 are 
partially in/partially out. 
 
Land and Water Projects - Twenty conservation easements and 6 fee-title purchases have been 
made through the ECC’s Land and Water Acquisition Fund. 
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Completion Reports – It was recommended that a completion report be required for all future 
habitat enhancement projects. This could possibly be a form. 
 
Mapping Needs – Tabled. 
 
Annual Reporting on Habitat Enhancement Projects – Stenberg, DeRito and Hugentobler will 
meet online to discuss this. 
 
Clean Currents - Stenberg 
 
Stenberg reported on Clean Currents, the National Hydropower Association’s annual 
conference. He said one panel he attended discussed off-site mitigation. While a 2006 FERC 
decision indicated that FERC was cool on offsite mitigation, a FERC panelist said this is not the 
case. The panelist said while in-kind, onsite mitigation is best, this is situational, and offsite 
mitigation can be a good tool and they are supportive of it. FERC is in the process of updating 
this policy. 
 
Habitat Enhancement Project Ranking Criteria and Forms 
 
The ECC reviewed edits to the project ranking criteria and forms. A revised version will be 
circulated for ECC approval by email vote after this meeting. 
 
ECC Calendar and Accounting Issues 
 
Stenberg noted that the third quarter escalated calendar does not allow inclusion of carry-
forward interest. Therefore, decisions/funding can’t be finalized until February. Stenberg and 
Hugentobler will review, revise, and distribute new calendar to the ECC for approval. 
 
Streambank Stabilization Policy 
 
Kennedy stated that he is not in agreement with certain points made in the ECC’s Streambank 
Stabilization Policy. Stenberg highlighted the specific points directly in the policy document. 
DeRito suggested changing policy agreement from a checklist item to “Is the Streambank 
Stabilization Policy applicable to this project?” and updating the language in the policy. Kennedy 
suggested rolling it into goals and objectives (add to the website for applicants’ information) 
and including other types of projects, such as irrigation projects. 
 
Consensus check: Do we need a Streambank Stabilization Policy? And do we need to include in 
checklist or add it to goals and objectives?  
 
The general purpose of the Streambank Stabilization Policy was to provide guidance for 
consideration of habitat enhancement projects for which the main goal was to stabilize 
streambanks on the mainstem Bear River. It was agreed to instead prepare a proposal guideline 
document, including a flysheet of the types of projects that have been funded in the past. 
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Stenberg will draft a guideline document and circulate it to the ECC for input. De Rito and 
Stenberg will work together on a flysheet. 
 
Next Agenda 
 
Next ECC meeting will take place December 4, 2024. Agenda items include: 
 

• Project updates 

• 2025 whitewater boater flow calendar – a vote will be held. 

• Review Steven Smith’s habitat enhancement project map (future agenda)  
 


