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Bear River ECC 
Final Meeting Notes 
December 4, 2024 
Pocatello, Idaho 

 
ECC Members Present 

 Name Organization 
x Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp 

x Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

x Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited 

x Tim Lingle U.S. Forest Service 

 Matt Bringhurst U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

x Patrick Kennedy Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
 Kathy Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone Coalition  

x Drew Retherford Bureau of Land Management 

x Charlie Vincent  American Whitewater 

 Hunter Osborne Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

 Andrew Stokes Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Dan Miller National Park Service 
x Nick Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

Others Present 

 Blaine Newman Bureau of Land Management 

 Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

 Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

x Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
x Eve Davies  PacifiCorp 

x Jack Kolkman PacifiCorp 

x Jeremy Jirak U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

x Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp 

 Lily Richards Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 

 Tyler Coleman Trout Unlimited 
 John Hutchins Attorney, PacifiCorp 

x Kenny Huston Governor’s Office of Energy and Mineral Resources 

x Buffi Morris PacifiCorp 

x Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe 

x Matt Lucia Sagebrush Steppe 
x Heath Mann Sagebrush Steppe 

x Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe 

 Brady Long Bear Lake Watch 

 
Commitments Made at the December 4, 2024 Meeting 

All • Inquire about your agency hosting the habitat enhancement project database. 

• Upcoming Important dates: 

o January 10, 2025 – Habitat enhancement project applications due from ECC sponsors 

o January 14, 2025 – Annual report distributed for 30-day review.  

o January 15, 2025 – January ECC meeting. Project sponsors review applications with ECC. 

o February 7, 2025 – Final habitat enhancement project applications due. 

o February 13, 2025 – Comments on annual report due from the ECC. 

o February 19, 2025 – Grant fund subcommittee meets to rank projects. 
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Commitments Made at the December 4, 2024 Meeting 

Stenberg • Call email vote to approve Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s annual monitoring and maintenance 
invoice. 

• Share 2006 FERC decision, your presentation, and panel discussion of offsite mitigation with the 
ECC. If possible, find out how common projects of this type are nationwide. 

• Prepare a habitat enhancement proposal guideline document. Distribute to the ECC for review 
and further development. Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with 
DeRito.  

• Finalize habitat enhancement project completion report materials. 

• Add review of license articles (one at a time) to the ECC calendar/agendas. 

• Post Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro resource reports to website when complete. 

DeRito • Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with Stenberg. 

Cornell • Submit IDEQ comments on Paris waste disposal plan by the end of January 

Coombs • Coordinate with Kennedy and DeRito regarding fisheries information on the Davis/Cottonwood 
subject property. 

Campbell Lavallee 
and SSLT 

• Develop a bullet list of possible terms for the Mattson property for further discussion at the 
January ECC meeting. 

Action items in blue have been carried over. 

 
 
Email Decisions Since Last Meeting 

 

• Approved the ECC’s revised 2024-25 calendar 

• Approved the revised (10/30/2024) habitat enhancement project application  

• Approved revised (10/30/2024) habitat enhancement project ranking form  

 

Decisions Made at This Meeting 

 

None 

 

Review and Additions to the Agenda 

 

• Removed the 2025 whitewater boater flow calendar from the agenda. Scheduled flows 
for 2025 were approved on the ECC’s revised calendar, approved by email vote (see 
attached record of email voting). 

• Added an information item regarding a potential new habitat enhancement project on 
the Cub River. 

 

Updates 

 

ECC Fund Balances 

 

Land and Water Fund 

Current balance:   $2.294 million 

Added January 2025:    $0.5 million 

Obligated:    $1 million 
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Available 2025:   $1.3 million ($1.8 million after January deposit) 

 

Habitat Enhancement Fund 

Current balance:  $497,000 current balance 

Obligated:   $104,000 

Available for 2025 projects:  ~$320,000 

 

 

End of License Grant Fund Closeout 
 
Stenberg said PacifiCorp has discussed leaving the fund open for about a year after the current 
license expires to allow final invoices to come in. They have also discussed planning projects in 
advance to obligate funding leading up to the end of the license. This funding was intended to 
carry over year to year but will not be available after license expires. PacifiCorp would like to 
have the funding spent down at the end of the license. 

 
2024 Habitat Enhancement Project Grant Cycle 
 
Paris Decommissioning 
 
Stenberg said bids will be in from contractors soon. Survey will take place next year. DeRito  
recently had a walk through on the diversion project. Participants also walked the Paris sinkhole 
project.  
 
Question/Comments on Use of New Grant Application 

 

Revised project application forms and ranking criteria have been approved by the ECC. Stenberg 
asked whether ECC members had any questions regarding either form. There were none. 

 

Habitat Enhancement Project Mapping Needs 
 
DeRito said it would be useful to have this information online so that it may be accessed by the 
group. Johnson said it may make more sense for PacifiCorp to host it, rather than an ECC 
member agency. Stenberg will inquire and requested other ECC members to do so as well. 
Stenberg said other information, such as Bonneville cutthroat trout (BCT) stocking, could also be 
added. 
 
Cub River Potential Habitat Enhancement Project - DeRito 
 
DeRito provided information on a potential wetland mitigation project with Idaho Department 
of Transportation near Franklin, Idaho. This could include a stream restoration project that 
would improve instream habitat for BCT. The project could consolidate flow into the river, which 
connects to Maple Creek. Kennedy concurred this would be a beneficial project. 
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Habitat Enhancement Projects in the Annual Report 
 
DeRito suggested using Annual Report Appendix G monitoring to compare what was actually 
completed versus what was on the project applications. This could be used to yield numbers for 
accomplishments. 
 
Information Item – Reservoir Signage 
 
PacifiCorp will be working on wake boat signage this winter. This will include notices for aquatic 
invasive species and shoreline erosion. He said PacifiCorp plans to work with the two county 
sheriffs on this issue. PacifiCorp will also issue a press release. 
 
Information Item - Rangewide BCT Meeting – Davies 
 

• Experts in attendance said Bear River BCT appear to be more closely related to 
Yellowstone cutthroat trout than other BCT. No action was taken, PacifiCorp is tracking 
this issue. 

 

• An update to the BCT Rangewide Plan is underway. 
 

• A funding request for eDNA work may be submitted to the ECC. 
 
Next Agenda 
 
Next ECC meeting will take place January 15, 2025. Agenda items include: 
 

• Project updates 

• Review ECC governance and decision-making process 

• Preliminary review of 2025 habitat enhancement project applications 

• GIS mapping of habitat enhancement projects 

• Final project award package 

• Wake boats 
 
Land and Water 

• Future agenda item – Jensen Deed Correction update 

• Larsen parcel 

• Discuss potential terms for the Mattson property. Discuss financial terms and 
implications of the purchase.  
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Attachment: Email Voting Records  
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Bear River ECC – Record of Email Voting 
Approval of Revised 2024/25 ECC Calendar 

Vote Called by Stenberg 
October 30, 2024 

 Name Organization 

 Lyman USFS 

yes DeRito Trout Unlimited 

yes Cornell IDEQ 

 Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

yes Jones Idaho Parks and Rec 

yes Kennedy Idaho Fish and Game 

yes Retherford BLM 

yes Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes 

 Miller National Park Service 

 Vincent American Whitewater 

 Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone 

yes Stenberg PacifiCorp 

yes Jirak USFWS 
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From: Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 10:21 AM 
To: Campbell-Lavallee, Jaime (PacifiCorp) <Jaime.Campbell-Lavallee@pacificorp.com>; dan_miller@nps.gov; Davies, Eve 
(PacifiCorp) <Eve.Davies@pacificorp.com>; Greg McReynolds (greg@idahorivers.org) <greg@idahorivers.org>; Jeremy Jirak 
(jeremy_jirak@fws.gov) <jeremy_jirak@fws.gov>; Johnson,Becky 
<becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>; kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov; Keith Jones <Keith.Jones@idpr.idaho.gov>; 'Kevin Colburn' 
(kevin@americanwhitewater.org) <kevin@americanwhitewater.org>; Retherford, Drew W <dretherford@blm.gov>; Tyler 
Coleman (tyler.coleman@TU.org) <tyler.coleman@TU.org>; Andrew Stokes <Andrew.Stokes@idpr.idaho.gov>; Blaine Newman 
<blaine_newman@blm.gov>; Charlie Vincent <charliev@xmission.com>; Hunter Osborne <hunter.osborne@sbtribes.com>; 
James DeRito <JDeRito@tu.org>; Jennifer Cornell <Jennifer.Cornell@deq.idaho.gov>; Kathy Rinaldi 
(krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org) <krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org>; Kennedy,Patrick <pat.kennedy@idfg.idaho.gov>; 
Lyman, Corey -FS <corey.lyman@usda.gov>; Mathew Bringhurst (matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov) 
<matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov>; Miriam Hugentobler <miriam.hugentobler@gmail.com>; Nick Kunath 
(nkunath@idahorivers.org) <nkunath@idahorivers.org>; Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>; Susan 
Rosebrough <Susan_Rosebrough@nps.gov> 
Cc: Olson, Todd (PacifiCorp) <Todd.Olson@pacificorp.com> 
Subject: For ECC Email Approval Vote 

  
Hello ECC Members and Alternates: 
  
Please see revision three to the ECC calendar below for your review and approval. This version includes 
a couple small changes. After revising and condensing the proposal and application forms into one form 
to eliminate the two-form process there wasn’t really a good break in the new form to say do this part 
first and submit and then complete part two and submit. You’ll see below that I pushed out form 
submittal from January 3 to January 10, kept preliminary review of them at the ECC meeting by project 
sponsors in January and then the date that was submittal of the full application form I kept as a deadline 
for any final edits to forms prior to ranking. I also added the grant fund announcement date for the start 
of the 2026 grant cycle. Please respond to this email with your approval or questions prior to 
Wednesday November 6. I’m going to send meeting invitations and calendar reminders up to an 
including the March 19 ECC meeting, delete or decline if you don’t want them. Thanks to everyone who 
has provided input to the updated calendar.      
  
Mark Stenberg, MBA 
PacifiCorp – Renewable Resources 
Principal Operations Project Manager 
(208) 339-9552 
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mailto:becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov
mailto:kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov
mailto:Keith.Jones@idpr.idaho.gov
mailto:kevin@americanwhitewater.org
mailto:kevin@americanwhitewater.org
mailto:dretherford@blm.gov
mailto:tyler.coleman@TU.org
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mailto:nkunath@idahorivers.org
mailto:Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com
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mailto:Todd.Olson@pacificorp.com
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Bear River ECC 
2024-25 Calendar 
Revision 3 - October 30, 2024 

2024 

Nov 8 (Fri) 
2025 grant applications - Post new grant project application, ranking criteria and 
2025 Grant Fund availability announcement to website. 

Dec 4 (Wed) 
Regular ECC meeting - PacifiCorp develop WWBF calendar with AW and review with 
the ECC at Dec meeting 

2025 

Jan 10 (Fri) 
2025 grant applications – due from ECC sponsors. Distribute grant applications and 
summary to ECC for review prior to January ECC meeting. 

Jan 14 (Tues) 2024 Annual Report - To ECC for 30-day review 

Jan 15 (Wed) 
Regular ECC meeting – Project sponsors to provide preliminary review of 2025 grant 
applications. 

Feb 7 (Fri) 2025 grant applications – Any final edits to grant applications due from ECC sponsors 

Feb 13 (Thurs) 2024 Annual Report - End of 30-day review – ECC comments due 

Feb 19 (Wed) 2025 grant applications – Grant Fund subcommittee meets to rank projects 

Feb 24 (Mon) 2024 Annual Report - Print-ready copy of 2024 Annual Report 

Feb 28 (Fri) 2024 Annual Report - Due to FERC (electronic filing)  

Mar 19 (Wed) 
Regular ECC meeting – ECC votes on Grant Fund subcommittee recommendations. 
out of action area projects go to PacifiCorp for review/approval. 

Mar 20 (Thurs) 
2025 Boater Flows - Deadline to submit 2025 whitewater boater flow schedule to 
FERC 

Mar 21 (Fri) 2025 grant applications – Award letters sent (email) 

Mar 22 & 23 (Sat/Sun) Whitewater Boater Flow #1  (preliminary) 

April 2 
2025 grant applications - PacifiCorp decision on out of Action Area projects / award 
letters issues. 

Apr 12 & 13 (Sat/Sun) Whitewater Boater Flow #2  (preliminary) 

Apr 25–27 (Fri/Sat/Sun) Whitewater Boater Flow #3 (preliminary) 

May 21 (Wed) Regular ECC meeting 

Jun 18 (Wed) Field Day 

Aug 20 (Wed) Regular ECC meeting 

Sept 13 & 14 (Sat/Sun) Whitewater Boater Flow #4 (preliminary) 

Nov 7 (Fri) 2026 grant applications - Distribute 2025 Grant Fund availability announcement 
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Bear River ECC – Record of Email Voting 
Approval of Revised Habitat Enhancement Project Application 

Vote Called by Stenberg 
October 30, 2024 

 Name Organization 

 Lyman USFS 

 DeRito Trout Unlimited 

yes Cornell IDEQ 

yes Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

 Jones Idaho Parks and Rec 

yes Kennedy Idaho Fish and Game 

yes Retherford BLM 

 Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes 

 Miller National Park Service 

 Vincent American Whitewater 

 Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone 

yes Stenberg PacifiCorp 

 Bringhurst USFWS 

 
  



 

 10 

From: Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com> 
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 at 10:38 AM 
To: Campbell-Lavallee, Jaime (PacifiCorp) <Jaime.Campbell-Lavallee@pacificorp.com>, dan_miller@nps.gov 
<dan_miller@nps.gov>, Davies, Eve (PacifiCorp) <Eve.Davies@pacificorp.com>, Greg McReynolds (greg@idahorivers.org) 
<greg@idahorivers.org>, Jeremy Jirak (jeremy_jirak@fws.gov) <jeremy_jirak@fws.gov>, Johnson, Becky 
<becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>, kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov <kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov>, Keith Jones 
<Keith.Jones@idpr.idaho.gov>, 'Kevin Colburn' (kevin@americanwhitewater.org) <kevin@americanwhitewater.org>, Retherford, 
Drew W <dretherford@blm.gov>, Tyler Coleman (tyler.coleman@TU.org) <tyler.coleman@TU.org>, Andrew Stokes 
<Andrew.Stokes@idpr.idaho.gov>, Blaine Newman <blaine_newman@blm.gov>, Charlie Vincent <charliev@xmission.com>, 
Hunter Osborne <hunter.osborne@sbtribes.com>, James DeRito <JDeRito@tu.org>, Jennifer Cornell 
(jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov) <jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov>, Kathy Rinaldi (krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org) 
<krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org>, Kennedy,Patrick <pat.kennedy@idfg.idaho.gov>, Lyman, Corey -FS 
<corey.lyman@usda.gov>, Mathew Bringhurst (matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov) <matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov>, Miriam 
Hugentobler <miriam.hugentobler@gmail.com>, Nick Kunath (nkunath@idahorivers.org) <nkunath@idahorivers.org>, Stenberg, 
Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>, Susan Rosebrough <Susan_Rosebrough@nps.gov> 
Subject: For ECC approval - Project Application Form 

 

Hello Everyone:  
  
Please see attached Habitat Enhancement Grant Fund Application Form for your review and approval. 
Please provide you approval or questions by November 6. Thanks everyone for your input to the form. 
Only change on this from previous was the addition of the link and directions recommend by IDEQ to 
calculate water quality benefits of project. 
  
Mark Stenberg   
PacifiCorp – Renewable Resources 
Principal Operations Project Manager 
(208) 339-9552 
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Bear River ECC – Record of Email Voting 
Approval of Revised Habitat Enhancement Project Ranking Criteria 

Vote Called by Stenberg 
October 30, 2024 

 Name Organization 

 Lyman USFS 

yes DeRito Trout Unlimited 

yes Cornell IDEQ 

yes Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

 Jones Idaho Parks and Rec 

yes Kennedy Idaho Fish and Game 

 Retherford BLM 

 Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes 

 Miller National Park Service 

 Vincent American Whitewater 

 Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone 

yes Stenberg PacifiCorp 

yes Jirak USFWS 
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Hello Everyone:  
  
Last of three email approval requests today. Please see attached 2024 Ranking Criteria for your approval 
or questions. This file has redlines showing changes since the last version as there were more edits 
made to it since the last version I sent out. It will toggle cleanly between clean and redlines. Please 
respond with your approval or questions by November 6. Thanks to everyone who provided input. 
  
Mark Stenberg 
 PacifiCorp – Renewable Resources 
Principal Operations Project Manager 
(208) 339-9552 

 
 


