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Bear River ECC 
Final Meeting Notes 

January 15, 2025 
Pocatello, Idaho 

 
ECC Members Present 

 Name Organization 
x Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp 

x Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

x Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited 

x Corey Lyman U.S. Forest Service 

 Matt Bringhurst U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

x Patrick Kennedy Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
 Kathy Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone Coalition  

x Drew Retherford Bureau of Land Management 

x Charlie Vincent  American Whitewater 

 Hunter Osborne Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

 Andrew Stokes Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Dan Miller National Park Service 
 Nick Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

Others Present 

 Blaine Newman Bureau of Land Management 

x Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

x Andre Selino Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

 Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
x Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

x Eve Davies  PacifiCorp 

 Jack Kolkman PacifiCorp 

x Jeremy Jirak U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

x Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp 

x Lily Richards Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust 
 Tyler Coleman Trout Unlimited 

 John Hutchins Attorney, PacifiCorp 

 Kenny Huston Governor’s Office of Energy and Mineral Resources 

 Buffi Morris PacifiCorp 

x Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe 
x Matt Lucia Sagebrush Steppe 

x Heath Mann Sagebrush Steppe 

x Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe 

 Brady Long Bear Lake Watch 

 
 

Commitments Made at the January 15, 2025 Meeting 

All • Upcoming Important dates:  

o February 7, 2025 – Final habitat enhancement project applications due. 

o February 13, 2025 – Comments on annual report due from the ECC. 

o February 19, 2025 – Grant fund subcommittee meets to rank projects (a.m.) 

o February 19, 2025 – ECC meets to continue discussion of 2025 subject properties (p.m., 
this will be an online meeting)  

o March 19, 2025 – Next regular ECC meeting, includes approval of 2025 habitat projects. 
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Commitments Made at the January 15, 2025 Meeting 

Stenberg • Call email vote to approve revised project scoping reports for the Station Creek properties. 

• Provide additional information on a potential fee-title parcel on Paris Creek to the ECC.  

• Schedule land and water fund update meeting Feb. 19 to discuss 2025 subject properties.  

• Complete habitat enhancement project award package and route to ECC for comment. 

• Future – Plan site visit to Paris. Videotape.  
• Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with DeRito.  

• Finalize habitat enhancement project completion report materials. 

• Post Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro resource reports to website when complete. – Recreation 
Report only remaining 

DeRito • Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with Stenberg. 

Pankau • Add fence specs to Riverdale application. Revised application due by Feb. 7 
Coombs • Coordinate with Kennedy and DeRito regarding fisheries information on the Davis/Cottonwood 

subject property. 

Coombs & Kennedy • Discuss Davis/Cottonwood subject property fisheries. 

Action items in blue have been carried over. 

 
 
DECISIONS MADE SINCE LAST ECC MEETING 
 

• Approve Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s 2024 monitoring and maintenance invoice in the 
amount of $38,177.73 to be paid from the land and water fund. 
 

A record of email voting is included in Attachment 1. 
 
DECISIONS MADE AT THIS MEETING 
 
None 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
 
The following items were added to the agenda: 
 

• License Article Review of Article 401 

• Bear River Symposium 

• Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust visioning for next nine years 
 
The following items were postponed: 
 

• Review of final award package for habitat enhancement projects 

• GIS mapping of habitat enhancement projects and database hosting 

• ECC governance and decision making process review 
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REVIEW OF LICENSE ARTICLE 401 
 
In 2024, the ECC agreed to schedule a series of reviews of license articles from the 2003 FERC 
License for the Bear River Hydroelectric Project at upcoming ECC meetings. Stenberg began the 
reviews at this meeting with Article 401 (see Attachment 2). 
 
License Article 401 includes a requirement to develop an implementation plan for actions 
required under the terms of the Settlement Agreement. Stenberg said the Settlement 
Agreement required such a wide range of plans that FERC believed a strategy was needed to get 
them all in place. Article 401 also includes a requirement for annual reporting. The annual 
report requires 30-day consultation with the ECC and a record of how ECC comments were 
addressed in the annual report. 
 
BEAR RIVER SYMPOSIUM 
 
DeRito provided information on an upcoming conference, the Bear River Symposium, which 
takes place February 10–12, 2025 in Logan, Utah, and will include representatives from 
Wyoming, Idaho, and Utah. Several ECC members will be presenting at the symposium. Topics 
include water quality and quantity, and fisheries.   
 
UPDATES 
 
ECC Fund Balances 
 
Land and Water Fund 
 $2.2 million  Current fund balance 
 $1.8 million Remaining unobligated 
 
Habitat Enhancement Fund 
 $493,000 Current fund balance 
-$434,000 Obligated 
+$275,000 2025 funding 
 $334,000 Remaining unobligated (with 2025 deposit, no escalation)  

and available for 2025 projects 
 
Current Habitat Enhancement Projects 
 
Paris Creek Culvert – The culvert has been purchased and will be installed this year. 
 
2024 Cub Fish Ladder – Trout Unlimited will invoice for this project when the report is 
complete. 
 
Paris Sinkhole – Construction of this project is complete. 
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Paris Decommissioning 
 
Phase I of the irrigation diversion is complete. Phase II will begin after the 2025 irrigation 
season. An access agreement will be needed for the portion of the project on the Mattson 
property. Buffi Morris of PacifiCorp is currently working on this. Stenberg and DeRito suggested 
planning some site visits for the ECC and interested parties, and shooting video of the project. 
Stenberg said PacifiCorp still has several pieces to work on, including a salvage sale (not yet 
scheduled), a waste management plan, and regulatory filings. 
 
Enhanced Wake Boats 
 
Stenberg said he has a meeting scheduled with PacifiCorp’s Renewables leadership to brief 
them on this issue as well as aquatic invasive species. He will keep ECC members informed. 
  
HABITAT ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS  
 
The following agenda items were postponed to the March ECC meeting: 
 
• Review final project award package  - Stenberg will draft these materials and distribute in 

advance of the March meeting. 
 
• GIS mapping of habitat enhancement projects and database hosting. 
 
Review of 2025 Habitat Enhancement Project Applications 
 
Five applications were received for 2025 habitat enhancement funding, totaling $203,531.00 
(see Attachment 3). Approximately $334,000.00 is available in the habitat enhancement fund. 
ECC sponsors presented to projects to the ECC. 
 
Cub River Fish Ladder and Watershed Assessment 2025 - DeRito said the 2025 project will build 
on what was done in 2024. The proposal includes checking traps every 2-3 days, but this could 
be done every day if it was determined necessary. No additional information was requested for 
this application. 
 
Cub River Idaho Transportation Department - DeRito said this project is for offsite wetland 
mitigation by the Idaho Transportation Department. They do not have money to invest in the 
project but are open to bringing in other interested parties. Trout Unlimited would manage the 
project and budget. No additional information was requested for this application. 
 
Riverdale Livestock Exclusion - Pankau said this project would include fence repair and 
replacement, and cattle access armoring. The easement does not include exclusion. It specifies 
that installed fencing would be more wildlife friendly fence than what is currently there. This 
will not exclude cattle from river but would allow better management. It would include an 
expectation that cattle be managed appropriately. The proponent is proposing to contract for 
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fence installation. The landowner has stated he is not interested in barbless fencing but it would 
be appropriate for deer movement in this area. Fence specifications were requested for the final 
application. 
 
Fish Screen Repairs and Fish Screen Tender - No additional information was requested for these 
applications. Stenberg noted a large increase in the screen tender funding request compared to 
previous years.  
 
Stenberg noted that all applications will be ranked by the subcommittee this year rather than 
carrying previous scoring forward, as the ranking criteria and forms have been revised. 
 
ECC GOVERNANCE AND DECISIONMAKING PROCESS 
 
This agenda item was postponed. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
Project Ranking Subcommittee Meeting - February 19, 2025, 9:00 a.m. 
 
The ranking subcommittee meets to rank projects in the morning.   
 
Land and Water Fund Meeting – February 19, 2025, 1 p.m.  
 
The ECC will meet to discuss subject properties in the afternoon. This will be a virtual meeting. 
 
Next Regular ECC Meeting - March 19, 2025 
 
Agenda items include: 
 

• License Article Review – Bonneville cutthroat trout articles 

• PacifiCorp policy on enhanced wake boats on Bear River reservoirs 

• Review of ECC governance and decision making. 

• Review and approval of 2025 habitat enhancement projects 

• Review and approval of final award package for habitat enhancement projects 

• GIS mapping of habitat enhancement projects and database hosting  
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Attachment 1 
 

Record of Email Voting  
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Bear River ECC – Record of Email Voting 
Approval of Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s 2024 Monitoring and Maintenance Invoice 

Vote Called by Stenberg 
December 5, 2024 

 Name Organization 

yes Lyman USFS 

yes DeRito Trout Unlimited 

 Cornell IDEQ 

yes Kunath Idaho Rivers United 

yes Jones Idaho Parks and Rec 

yes Kennedy Idaho Fish and Game 

yes Retherford BLM 

 Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes 

 Miller National Park Service 

yes Vincent American Whitewater 

 Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone 

yes Stenberg PacifiCorp 

yes Jirak USFWS 

 
From: Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 1:06 PM 
To: Andrew Stokes <Andrew.Stokes@idpr.idaho.gov>; Newman, Blaine W <bnewman@blm.gov>; Charlie Vincent 
<charliev@xmission.com>; Hunter Osborne <hunter.osborne@sbtribes.com>; James DeRito <JDeRito@tu.org>; Kathy Rinaldi 
(krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org) <krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org>; Kennedy,Patrick <pat.kennedy@idfg.idaho.gov>; 
Lyman, Corey -FS <corey.lyman@usda.gov>; Bringhurst, Matthew J <matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov>; Miriam Hugentobler 
<miriam.hugentobler@gmail.com>; Nick Kunath (nkunath@idahorivers.org) <nkunath@idahorivers.org>; Stenberg, Mark 
(PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>; Rosebrough-Jones, Susan E <Susan_Rosebrough@nps.gov>; Campbell-Lavallee, 
Jaime (PacifiCorp) <Jaime.Campbell-Lavallee@pacificorp.com>; Miller, Dan J <Dan_Miller@nps.gov>; Davies, Eve (PacifiCorp) 
<Eve.Davies@pacificorp.com>; Greg McReynolds (greg@idahorivers.org) <greg@idahorivers.org>; Jirak, Jeremy M 
<jeremy_jirak@fws.gov>; Johnson, Becky 
<becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>; kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov<kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov>; Keith Jones 
<Keith.Jones@idpr.idaho.gov>; Colburn, Kevin <kevin@americanwhitewater.org>; Retherford, Drew W 
<dretherford@blm.gov>; Tyler Coleman (tyler.coleman@TU.org) <tyler.coleman@TU.org> 
Cc: Amme Redington <amme@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; David Pacioretty (dpacioretty@gmail.com) <dpacioretty@gmail.com>; 
Eric Panko <eric@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; Jennifer Cornell (jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov) 
<jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov>; Lily Richards (lily@sagebrushlandtrust.org) <lily@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; mark gamblin 
<copperbasin53@yahoo.com>; Matt Coombs <mcoombs@sagebrushlandtrust.org>; Matt Lucia (matt@sagebrushlandtrust.org) 
<matt@sagebrushlandtrust.org> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ECC Email Vote Request - Sagebrush Steppe Annual M&M Invoice  

  
Hello ECC Members: 
  
Please see attached annual invoice from Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust for monitoring and 
management expenses on conservation easements and fee-owned properties acquired or partially 
acquired with ECC funds as ECC Subject Properties. Development and payment of this invoice is 
consistent with terms in our 2012 Memorandum of Agreement for land trust services. Please 
respond to Miriam and me, with your approval to process this invoice for payment.  
  
Mark Stenberg, MBA 
PacifiCorp – Renewable Resources 
Principal Operations Project Manager 
(208) 339-9552 
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Attachment 2 
 

License Article 401 
Bear River Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 20) License 

December 22, 2003 
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Attachment 3 
 

2025 Habitat Enhancement Projects
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 Bear River ECC  
2025 Habitat Enhancement Project Applications 

Initial Review 
Proposal In/Out of 

Action Area 
Applicant & ECC Assignments Description ECC Funding & 

Overhead 
Matching 

Funds 
In-kind Match Total Project 

Cost 
Score 

Cub River Fish Passage 
and Watershed 
Assessment 

Out Applicant: Tyler Coleman, TU 
ECC Sponsor: Kennedy 
Funds Manager: Lyman 

Operate the Cub River fish ladder. Assess 
fish habitat and fish barriers in Cub River 
tributary streams such as Foster, Sugar, 
and Maple creeks. Compile existing water 
quantity, water quality, fish and habitat 
data from throughout the Cub River 
Watershed and provide a summary 
report. 

$17,880.00 0.00 $5,400.00 $23,280.00  

Cub River Restoration 
Design for Idaho 
Transportation Dept. 

 Applicant: DeRito 
ECC Sponsor: Lyman 
Funds Manager:  

Survey, assess, and design a preferred 
restoration option for the Cub River on 
the 39-acre Idaho Transportation 
Department (ITD) property 

$64,926.00 0.00 $5,000.00 $69,926.00  

Riverdale Livestock 
Exclusion 

 Applicant: Pankau 
ECC Sponsor: IDEQ  
Funds Manager: Lucia 

Replace old, dilapidated fence sections, 
improve river crossings and water access 
points, and add offsite watering troughs 
to reduce the livestock impacts in the 
currently impacted areas. 

$26,400.00 0.00 $10,000.00 $36,400.00  

Fish Screen Repairs Partially Out Applicant: Hillyard 
ECC Sponsor: Stenberg 
Funds Manager: Kennedy 

Maintenance and repair of 21 fish screens 
in the Bear River drainage in Idaho. 

$8,000.00 0.00 $5,580.00 $13,580.00  

Fish Screen Tender Partially Out Applicant: Hillyard 
ECC Sponsor: Stenberg 
Funds Manager: Kennedy 

Operation and maintenance of all fish 
screens on irrigation diversions within the 
action area of the license. A few fish 
screens outside of the action area (e.g., 
Thomas Fork, St. Charles Creek) will also 
be tended. 

$86,325.00 0.00 $12,280.00 $98,605.00  

TOTAL    $203,531.00  $38,260.00 $241,791.00  
 

 


