Bear River ECC

Final Meeting Notes

March 19, 2025

Pocatello, Idaho

ECC Members Present

Name Organization
X Mark Stenberg PacifiCorp
X Jennifer Cornell Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
X Jim DeRito Trout Unlimited
X Corey Lyman U.S. Forest Service

Matt Bringhurst

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

X Patrick Kennedy

Idaho Department of Fish and Game

Kathy Rinaldi

Greater Yellowstone Coalition

Drew Retherford

Bureau of Land Management

Charlie Vincent

American Whitewater

Hunter Osborne

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes

Andrew Stokes

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation

Dan Miller

National Park Service

Nick Kunath

Idaho Rivers United

Others Present

Blaine Newman

Bureau of Land Management

X Steven Smith Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
X Jesse Anderson Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
X Ryan Hillyard Idaho Department of Fish and Game
X Becky Johnson Idaho Department of Fish and Game

Eve Davies PacifiCorp

Jack Kolkman PacifiCorp

Jeremy Jirak U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Jaime Campbell-Lavallee PacifiCorp

Lily Richards

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust

X Tyler Coleman

Trout Unlimited

John Hutchins

Attorney, PacifiCorp

X Kenny Huston

Governor’s Office of Energy and Mineral Resources

Buffi Morris PacifiCorp

Matt Coombs Sagebrush Steppe
Matt Lucia Sagebrush Steppe
Heath Mann Sagebrush Steppe
Eric Pankau Sagebrush Steppe

X Brady Long

Bear Lake Watch

Commitments Made at the March 19, 2025 Meeting

All Upcoming Important dates:

April 2 — PacifiCor
letters issued.
May 21 — Next EC

p decision on out-of-action-area habitat enhancement projects. Award

C meeting

June 18 — ECC Field Day

Stenberg o

Schedule a call with IDFG and other interested ECC members to discuss possible
solutions/alternatives for the BCT broodstock ponds.




Commitments Made at the March 19, 2025 Meeting

Collaborate with the ECC to develop a simplified exclusion agreement for habitat enhancement
projects.

Future — Plan site visit to Paris in late September/early October. Videotape.

Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with DeRito.

Post Oneida Pumped Storage Hydro resource reports to website when complete. — Recreation
Report only remaining

Stenberg and
Campbell-Lavallee

Provide updated letter of commitment for Westerberg and Station Creek to SSLT
Prepare a funding obligation letter for Mattson parcel.

Set up a recurring call with DeRito (every two weeks through 2025) to coordinate on Paris
Creek/Mattson.

Develop HIT application for Mattson property

DeRito

Develop a flysheet of past project types to share with applicants with Stenberg.

Campbell-Lavallee

Coordinate with ECC members to identify additional funding sources for the Mattson property

Coombs

Present potential new land and water projects at the May ECC meeting.

Coombs, Kennedy,
DeRito

Coordinate regarding fisheries information on the Davis/Cottonwood subject property.

Pankau

Review original grazing management plan for Henderson if fencing changes (Riverdale project)

Hugentobler

Redline proposed changes to ranking criteria for review and approval by the Ranking
subcommittee.

Action items in blue have been carried over.

DECISIONS MADE SINCE LAST ECC MEETING

e Approved notes from the February 19, 2025 Land and Water Fund Updates online

meeting.

A record of email voting is included in Attachment 1.

DECISIONS MADE AT THIS MEETING

e Approve the Ranking subcommittee’s recommendations for 2025 habitat enhancement
projects (see Attachment 2).

AGENDA REVIEW

The following items were added to the agenda:

e Cub River fish ladder updates — Trout Unlimited (TU)

The following items were postponed:

e Review of ECC governance and decision making




UPDATES
Bear River Annual Report

The 2024 annual report is complete and was filed with FERC as required, prior to March 1. No
comments were received on draft annual report during the ECC’s 30-day comment period.

ECC Fund Balances and Open Habitat Enhancement Projects

Land and Water Fund

Current fund balance $2,765,063.00
Obligated ~$2,500,000.00
Remaining unobligated funds? $275,821.00

Habitat Enhancement Fund

Current fund balance $673,000.00
Obligated $339,000.00
Remaining unobligated/ $334,000.00
available for 2025 projects!

1 =total includes 2025 funding, escalation factor for 2025 not yet included.
Current Habitat Enhancement Projects

Paris Creek Passage Project — Installation is planned for fall.

2024 Cub Fish Ladder — Update provided later at this meeting.

Paris Sinkhole - Invoice for this work is needed from TU.
Stauffer — Stock water and fencing will go in this year. Will bill for this work when complete.

Davis Fish Screen — Work is complete, inspection and invoicing will take place this year.

Paris Decommissioning

Stenberg reported that he and other PacifiCorp staff recently completed required paperwork on
this project for the Public Utilities Commissions (PUC) in Idaho and Wyoming. PacifiCorp is
required, depending on each state’s rules, to file approval or informational filings if required in
each state it operates in. Idaho PUC staff had follow-up questions that PacifiCorp has responded
to the day before this meeting. Meanwhile, contracts for decommissioning, including asbestos
removal and treated poles disposal have been awarded. The planned shutdown date is



September 16, 2025. Stenberg said the last week of September or early October would be a
good time for the ECC to go for a site visit. Also, TU is putting together an easement agreement
for the access point with the Mattsons and the irrigation company and should have this ready
for review by the parties next week.

PacifiCorp Planned Actions on Enhanced Wake Boats

Stenberg said the Henry’s Fork Foundation has put together a large amount of water quality
information relative to wake boat use on Island Park Reservoir and recently gave a presentation
on this, which may be of interest to ECC members. He said PacifiCorp is planning to sign the
reservoirs prohibiting wake boat use, as previously discussed, and is coordinating for
enforcement. Users will be prohibited from putting enhanced wake boats into the water,
regardless of how they plan to use them. Stenberg noted there has been some confusion in the
community, including that PacifiCorp is planning to prohibit all ski boats, which is not the case.

REVIEW OF BONNEVILLE CUTTHROAT TROUT LICENSE ARTICLES

In 2024, the ECC agreed to schedule a series of reviews of license articles from the 2003 FERC
License for the Bear River Hydroelectric Project at upcoming ECC meetings. The Bonneville
cutthroat trout (BCT) articles, Articles 403 and 404 (see Attachment 3), were reviewed at this
meeting.

Article 403 — Complete a Comprehensive BCT Restoration Plan

This license article is complete. A PacifiCorp fisheries biologist prepared the first plan. It was
later replaced by an Idaho Department of Fish and Game plan. This article lists other required
plans (see Attachment 3).

Article 404 — Plan for BCT Stocking

This article requires PacifiCorp to provide $100,000 annually for stocking BCT. For the first three
years, the funding was provided for broodstock development. Since then, it has been disbursed
annually for the conservation hatchery. The final payment will be made December 2032.

Ryan Hillyard provided an update on the conservation hatchery program. Trends observed
include a decrease in BCT growth rate and a high mortality rate in the Cove broodstock ponds.
Hillyard said he believes this is somehow related to the broodstock ponds and water quality.
IDFG has had more success with the hatchery side of the operation and has high survival rates
once eggs are taken to the hatchery. . IDFG has evaluated releases of BCT in Trout Creek.
Survival was low, but at a common value for hatchery fish. Spring Creek was evaluated in 2023
and 2024, same locations. Survival was low, and IDFG will probably will not continue to stock
Spring Creek. However, the program is meeting goals and is considered successful in Kackley
Spring, Trout Creek, and the Bear River.



Stenberg noted that QRS has a pond expert who works with large producers. He said it may be
useful to have them consult on the broodstock ponds. Kennedy asked if it would be appropriate
to use habitat enhancement funding to fix the broodstock ponds. Stenberg said habitat
enhancement funding was used to get the ponds in place. However, he said he thinks the
current number of fish being produced for $100,000 annually is not a good return. Stenberg
said it may be good to spend a little money upfront to troubleshoot problems in the ponds and
see if these problems can be corrected. He noted that the timeframe to the end of the current
license is short. He noted that the decision to use habitat enhancement funds on the
broodstock ponds lies with the ECC. He urged quick action on research. He suggested
consideration also be given to the Kackley fish trap, which is aging.

Kennedy said hatchery staff has some ideas to better control algae. He noted that IDFG stopped
feeding fish in the broodstock ponds to avoid buildup of nutrients, so there are two problems.
Follow up: Schedule a call to discuss the BCT broodstock ponds to include PacifiCorp, IDFG, and
other interested ECC members.

CUB RIVER MIGRATION ASSISTANCE AND ROAD CROSSING ASSESSMENT 2024

Tyler Coleman provided an update on 2024 work by TU on the Cub River fish ladder. TU is
operating the fish ladder and assessing potential barriers to fish migration in the watershed.
Coleman said TU’s final report for 2024 work is in process and will be available soon. Overall
findings include a slight increase in BCT and a slight decrease in brown trout using the fish
ladder. TU also surveyed road crossings during 2024, evaluating them for barrier risk, and
evaluated electrofishing efforts in the Cub River mainstem.

2025 HABITAT ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS
Ranking Subcommittee Recommendations

Stenberg said this year’s project ranking meeting went well, including first use of the newly
revised project ranking criteria. Kennedy agreed but noted a couple of tweeks are still needed to
the ranking criteria.

The subcommittee reviewed and ranked five projects for a total of $209,328.00 (see summary
table, Attachment 2) and recommended all for funding.

A vote was called to approve funding for all five projects recommended by the subcommittee.
ECC members voted unanimously to accept the subcommittee’s recommendations. Two of the
projects are located outside of the ECC’s action area and require PacifiCorp’s approval. Award
letters will be sent out once this step is complete.



Final Project Award Package

Stenberg said he has reviewed final project award materials. Any comments from the ECC will

be needed soon. Stenberg said he would like to collaborate on a new exclusion agreement for

habitat enhancement projects-- something simpler is needed. He noted this agreement will be
needed for the Riverdale project this year.

GIS MAPPING OF HABITAT EHANCEMENT PROJECTS AND DATABASE HOSTING

Stenberg said he has spoken internally to PacifiCorp management about hosting this
information and they were receptive. Maybe not a database, but some kind of a mapping
product with datapoints and photos, etc.

NEXT REGULAR ECC MEETING — MAY 21, 2025
Agenda items include:

e Review and discuss potential new land and water projects with Sagebrush Steppe Land
Trust

e Review License Articles 405 and 406 - habitat enhancement and land and water funds.

e Plan field day



Attachment 1

Record of Email Voting



Bear River ECC — Record of Email Voting
Approval of February 19, 2025 Land Trust Updates
Vote Called by Hugentobler
February 28, 2025
Name Organization

yes Lyman USFS
yes DeRito Trout Unlimited
yes Cornell IDEQ
yes Kunath Idaho Rivers United
yes Jones Idaho Parks and Rec
yes Kennedy Idaho Fish and Game
yes Retherford BLM

Osborne Sho-Ban Tribes

Miller National Park Service
yes Vincent American Whitewater

Rinaldi Greater Yellowstone
yes Stenberg PacifiCorp
yes Jirak USFWS

From: Miriam Hugentobler <miriam.hugentobler@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 28, 2025 8:30 AM

To: Stenberg, Mark (PacifiCorp) <Mark.Stenberg@pacificorp.com>; Charlie Vincent <charliev@xmission.com>; Davies, Eve
(PacifiCorp) <eve.davies@pacificorp.com>; Greg McReynolds (greg@idahorivers.org) <greg@idahorivers.org>; Hunter Osborne
(<hunter.osborne @sbtribes.com>; James DeRito <James.DeRito@tu.org>; 'Kevin Colburn' (kevin@americanwhitewater.org)
<kevin@americanwhitewater.org>; Kathy Rinaldi (krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org) <krinaldi@greateryellowstone.org>; Nick
Kunath (nkunath@idahorivers.org) <nkunath@idahorivers.org>; Andrew Stokes <andrew.stokes@idpr.idaho.gov>; Johnson,
Becky <becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>; Blaine Newman <blaine_newman@blm.gov>; Lyman, Corey -FS
<corey.lyman@usda.gov>; dan_miller@nps.gov; Retherford, Drew W <dretherford@blm.gov>; Campbell-Lavallee, Jaime
(PacifiCorp) <jaime.campbell-lavallee @pacificorp.com>; Jennifer Cornell (jennifer.cornell@deg.idaho.gov)
<jennifer.cornell@deq.idaho.gov>; Jeremy lJirak (jeremy jirak@fws.gov)

<jeremy jirak@fws.gov>; kathleen.villanueva@usda.gov; Keith Jones <keith.jones@idpr.idaho.gov>; Mathew Bringhurst
(matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov) <matthew_bringhurst@fws.gov>; Kennedy,Patrick <pat.kennedy@idfg.idaho.gov>; Susan
Rosebrough <susan_rosebrough@nps.gov>; andre.selino@deg.idaho.gov

Subject: Bear River ECC Email Vote - February Land & Water Updates

ECC Members and Alternates,

This email vote is to request approval of the February 19 Land and Water Updates. No edits were
requested to the draft notes. Please respond by COB March 6, 2025.

Thankyou,
Miriam Hugentobler

Bear River ECC
(801) 652-8983
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Attachment 2

2025 Habitat Enhancement Projects: Subcommittee Recommendations



Bear River ECC

2025 Habitat Enhancement Project Applications
Subcommittee Recommendations

Proposal In/Out of Applicant & ECC Assignments Description ECC Funding & Matching In-kind Match Total Project Score
Action Area Overhead Funds Cost
Cub River Fish Passage Out Applicant: Tyler Coleman, TU Operate the Cub River fish ladder. Assess $19,177 0.00 $6,240 $25,417.00 90
and Watershed ECC Sponsor: Kennedy fish habitat and fish barriers in Cub River
Assessment Funds Manager: Lyman tributary streams such as Foster, Sugar,
and Maple creeks. Compile existing water
quantity, water quality, fish and habitat
data from throughout the Cub River
Watershed and provide a summary
report.
Cub River Restoration Out Applicant: DeRito Survey, assess, and design a preferred $64,926.00 0.00 $5,000.00 $69,926.00 102
Design for Idaho ECC Sponsor: Lyman restoration option for the Cub River on
Transportation Dept. Funds Manager: the 39-acre Idaho Transportation
Department (ITD) property
Riverdale Livestock In Applicant: Pankau Replace old, dilapidated fence sections, $30,900 0.00 $10,000.00 $40,900 98
Exclusion ECC Sponsor: IDEQ improve river crossings and water access
Funds Manager: Lucia points, and add offsite watering troughs
to reduce the livestock impacts in the
currently impacted areas.
Fish Screen Repairs Partly In/ Applicant: Hillyard Maintenance and repair of 21 fish screens $8,000.00 0.00 $5,580.00 $13,580.00 90
Partly Out ECC Sponsor: Stenberg in the Bear River drainage in Idaho.
Funds Manager: Kennedy
Fish Screen Tender Partly In/ Applicant: Hillyard Operation and maintenance of all fish $86,325.00 0.00 $12,280.00 $98,605.00 80
Partly Out ECC Sponsor: Stenberg screens on irrigation diversions within the
Funds Manager: Kennedy action area of the license. A few fish
screens outside of the action area (e.g.,
Thomas Fork, St. Charles Creek) will also
be tended.
TOTAL $209,328.00 $39,100.00 $248,428.00

10




Attachment 3
Bonneville Cutthroat Trout License Articles

Bear River Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 20) License
December 22, 2003

11



Project Nos. 20-019, el al. 35

The licensee shall include, with the proposed schedule and each annual report,
documentation of consultation with the ECC, copies of comments and recommendations
on these documents after it has been prepared, and specific descriptions of how the
ECC’s comments are accommodated by the proposed schedule and activities proposed in
the annual reports. The licensee shall allow a minimum of 30 days for the ECC to
comment and to make recommendations before filing the plan with the Commission. If
the licensee does not adopt a recommendation, the filing shall include the licensee's
reasons, based on project-specific information.

The Commission reserves the right to make changes to the proposed schedule.
The Commission also reserves the right to make changes to project structures and
operation as well as the measures set forth in this license, after opportunity for notice and
hearing, based upon information provided in the reports. Upon Commission approval, the
licensee shall implement the schedule, including any changes required by the
Commission.

Article 402. The licensee shall, within 6 months from the date of issuance of this
license or on an alternative schedule as determined by the Project Implementation Plan
required under Article 401, establish an Environmental Coordination Committee (ECC)
composed of the signatorics to the agreement and that is consistent the intent of Section
4.1 of the Settlement Agreement dated August 28, 2002.

Article 403. The licensee shall prepare a Comprehensive Bonneville Cutthroat
Trout (BCT) Restoration Plan, in consultation with the ECC. The Comprehensive BCT
Restoration Plan shall be consistent with the Range-wide Conservation Agreement and
Strategy for Bonneville Cutthroat Trout (RCAS), * and with Cutthroat Trout
Management: A Position Paper, Genetic Considerations Associated with Cutthroat Trout
Management (CTMAPP) or any updated version of such documents.

‘The Comprehensive BCT Restoration Plan shall be filed with the Commission for
approval within one year after the issuance of the license, or on an alternative schedule as
determined by the Project Implementation Plan required under Article 401

3Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Publication No. 00-19 (signed by the U S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, the USDA Forest
Service, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, and other federal, state and tribal
parties).
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Project Nos. 20-019, et al. 36

Unless otherwise indicated, funding that is not completely expended by one
element of the plan may be available for use in completion of other element plans, but all
funding by the licensee shall be completed by the seventh anniversary of the issuance of
the license, or on an alternative schedule as determined by the Project Implementation
Plan required under Article 401. Funds not fully expended in a given year may be carried
over for use in completing element plans in the succeeding year. Carried-over funds shall
bear interest but shall not escalate. Upon expenditure, one half of the accrued interest
shall belong to the licensee, and one half of the interest shall be available for the elements
under this article. Any funds remaining under this article at the seventh anniversary of
the issuance of the license, or on an alternative schedule as determined by the Project
Implementation Plan required under Article 401, shall not be available for any other

purpose.
The Comprehensive BC'T Restoration Plan shall include the following items:

(a) a provision to collect and analyze genetic samples of BCT in the mainstem or
tributaries of the Bear River, consistent with the RCAS and CTMAPP. Included in the
plan shall be details as to how the data will be collected and identification of reports that
would be generated pursuant to this element. The funding of this element is expected to
cost no more than $40,000.

(b) a provision to conduct aerial photography to assist in understanding habitat
features and identifying BCT restoration opportunities on the Bear River and its
tributaries in the State of Idaho. Included in the plan shall be details as to how the data
will be collected and identification of reports that would be generated pursuant to this
element. Funding for this element is expected to cost no more than $125,000.

(c) a provision to prepare a Geographic Information System (GIS) layer depicting
active diversions and other passage impediments in the Bear River drainage within the
range of the BCT in the State of ldaho. Included in the plan shall be details as to how the
data will be collected and identification of reports that would be generated pursuant to
this element. Funding for this element is expected to cost no more than $13,000.

(d) a provision to conduct a BCT telemetry study on the Bear River and its
tributaries in the State of Idaho. Included in the plan shall be details as to how the data
will be collected and identification of reports that would be generated pursuant to this
element. Funding for this element is expected to cost no more than $150,000, with
annual expenditures not exceeding $50,000.

13




Project Nos. 20-019, et al. 37

(e) a provision for developing localized broodstocks of BCT, for stocking in the
Action Area linked to native BCT protection and restoration efforts. Funding for this
element is expected to cost no more than $100,000 per year for three years. Funds
available for use under this element, if not used for broodstock development, may be
reallocated for use under Articles 405 and 406, provided that such funds must be used by
end of seventh anniversary of the issuance of the license, or on an alternative schedule as
determined by the Project Implementation Plan required under Article 401.

(f) astudy plan that evaluates the feasibility of evaluating fish passage at the Cove
Project through modifications to the project, addition of fish passage facilities, and
decommissioning of the Cove Project. Included in the study plan shall be details
regarding methodology and identification of schedule for preparing the study results and
filing the results with the Commission. Funds allocated under Articles 405 and 406 may
be reallocated for the purposes described here.

The licensee shall include with the plan documentation of consultation with the
ECC, copies of comments and recommendations on the completed plan after it has been
prepared and specific descriptions of how the ECC’s comments are accommodated by the
plan. The licensee shall allow a minimum of 30 days for the ECC to comment and to
make recommendations before filing the plan with the Commission. If the licensee does
not adopt a recommendation, the filing shall include the licensec's reasons, based on
project-specific information.

The licensee's financial responsibility for implementing the measures in this article
shall not be limited by the funds specified herein, and may be modified by the
Commission. The Commission reserves the right to make changes to the Comprehensive
BCT Restoration Plan. Upon Commission approval, the plan becomes a requirement of
the license, and the licensee shall implement the plan, including any changes required by
the Commission. Annual updates on the progress of the clements (a) through (f) and all
resulting reports, including analysis and conclusions, shall be filed with the Commission,
as provided for in Article 401,

Article 404. The licensee, in consultation with the ECC, shall develop a plan, for
Commission approval, for stocking of native BCT in the Action Area. Funding for this
stocking plan is expected to cost no more than $100,000 annually. The funding shall be
provided starting from the seventh anniversary of the issuance of the license, or on an
alternative schedule as determined by the Project Implementation Plan required under
Article 401, through the end of the license term. The stocking plan shall be filed with the
Commission for approval within seven years after the issuance of the license, or on an
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Project Nos. 20-019, el al. 38

alternative schedule as determined by the Project Implementation Plan required under
Article 401.

To the extent that $100,000 is not expended in one year, any funds not expended
may be carried over to succeeding years during the term of the license for fish stocking in
accordance with this article, or shall be made available for habitat restoration actions
(Article 405), land and water acquisition (Article 406), or enhancement and restoration of
land or water acquired pursuant to Article 406. Funds not fully expended in a given year
shall not expire during the license term, but shall be continuously carried over for use in
completing BCT Restoration Plan elements in succeeding years, in accordance with this
article. Carried-over funds shall bear interest but shall not further escalate. Upon
expenditure, one half of the accrued interest shall belong to the licensee, and one half of
the interest shall be available for mitigation under this article. Any funds not expended
by the end of the license term shall not be available for any other purpose.

The licensee shall include with the plan documentation of consultation with the
ECC, copies of comments and recommendations on the completed plan after it has been
prepared and specific descriptions of how the ECC’s comments are accommodated by the
plan. The licensee shall allow a minimum of 30 days for the ECC to comment and to
make recommendations before filing the plan with the Commission. If the licensee does
not adopt a reccommendation, the filing shall include the licensee's reasons, based on
project-specific information.

The licensee's financial responsibility for implementing the measures in this article
shall not be limited by the funds specified herein, and may be modified by the
Commission. The Commission reserves the right to make changes to the stocking
program. Upon Commission approval, the stocking program becomes a requirement of
the license, and the licensee shall implement the stocking program, including any changes
required by the Commission. Annual updates on the progress of the stocking program
and all resulting reports, including analysis and conclusions, shall be filed with the
Commission, as provided for in Article 401.

Article 405. The licensee shall develop a plan for undertaking actions to benefit
and restore aquatic and riparian habitat for BCT and other fish and wildlife resources in
the Action Area. Funding for this habitat restoration plan is expected Lo cost no more
than $167,000 annually. The funding shall be provided starting from the first anniversary
of the issuance of the license, or on an alternative schedule as determined by the Project
Implementation Plan required under Article 401, through the end of the license term. The
plan shall be filed with the Commission for approval within one year after the issuance of

15




