Bear River Environmental Coordination Committee

Call for 2026 Conservation
Project Applications

A spring-fed tributary to the Bear River is protected by fencing installed as part of an ECC-funded habitat enhancement project.

The Bear River Environmental Coordination Committee
(ECC) is currently accepting applications for projects to
improve streams, riparian areas, and wetlands along the
Bear River and its tributaries in ldaho, downstream of the
Bear Lake Outlet Canal to the Utah border. See Figure 1
for a map of the ECC’s Action Area.

The ECC was established through a settlement agree-
ment for the relicensing of PacifiCorp’s hydroelectric pro-
jects on the Bear River. The settlement agreement cre-
ated annual funding for conservation activities over the
life of the license—through 2033. The ECC oversees the
annual distribution of that funding.

In 2026, approximately $484,000 will be available for
habitat enhancement grants. Past projects include fish
passage, fish screening, and water conservation at irriga-
tion diversions, as well as alternative livestock watering
sources and fencing along streams (see Figure 2). During
the 2026 grant cycle, particular priority will be given to
clusters or packages of projects that enhance cumulative
conservation benefit. Because of their relative conserva-
tion benefit, larger river-bank armoring projects typically
receive a lower priority.

A second fund is managed by this group for land and wa-
ter conservation projects. Applications to this fund are ac-

cepted throughout the year. Projects can include conser-
vation easements, water conservation, and other land
conservation projects.

Both funds can be used as private match for other grant
funds. Contact Mark Stenberg, PacifiCorp’s Bear River
Hydro License Program Manager, as soon as possible
to coordinate assembling your grant application. Pre-
liminary applications are due January 9, 2026, and fi-
nal applications are due February 6, 2026.

To learn more about the Bear River ECC or to download a
project application form, please visit:

https.//www.pacificorp.com/energy/hydro/bear-
river.html. Click on “Environmental Coordination Commit-
tee,” then the tab “Forms.” Complete the form titled “ECC
Project Application Form.”

For More Information Contact:

Mark Stenberg, Hydro License Program Manager
PacifiCorp

Phone: 208-339-9552

Email: mark.stenberg@pacificorp.com
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Figure 1. A

ction Area for Bear River ECC. The Action Area includes the Bear River and its tributaries

in southeast Idaho, downstream of the Bear Lake Outlet Canal to the Utah border.

Restoration of habitat for native fishes is a major focus
of the ECC. Projects that would restore or improve habi-
tat for Bonneville cutthroat trout are prioritized. The fol-
lowing steams have been identified as important areas
where native fish habitat projects may have the highest
potential benefit:

e  Alder Creek

® Bailey Creek

e Cottonwood Creek
®  Eightmile Creek
®  Hoopes Creek
®  Mink Creek

®  Ovid Creek

®  Pearl Creek

e  Station Creek

e  Stauffer Creek
e Steve’s Creek

Projects that would benefit fish habitat in these tributar-
ies are encouraged.

Figure 2 shows the types of projects funded by the ECC
since the habitat enhancement program began in 2005.
Nearly 100 projects have been funded in that time, rang-
ing from water quality improvements to fish passage and
aquatic habitat enhancement and protection.
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Figure 2. Habitat Enhancement Projects funded by the
ECC, 2005-2024.




