
Our mission is to protect, connect, and enhance wildlife habitat, 
working farms and ranches, and community spaces, now and for future 

generations. 



Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust

• Organized in 2004 to serve 7 counties 
in SE Idaho (6,000,000 ac)

• Half of Service Area is public and half 
private

• Private land is the key to habitat 
connectivity

• Most easements are bargain sale 
purchases

• Growing landowner interest
• 1/3 of SSLT Service Area is within 

the Idaho portion of the Bear River 
Watershed



Ownership Patterns

• Private Lands
• Productive soil
• Live water, riparian and wetland 

habitat
• Winter range

• Ecological connectors between 
ecosystems

• BRW is a focal watershed for SSLT
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Christensen B&R Ranch Partnership Funding

Landowner

HOTR/SSLT

NRCS

ECC

Total Project Costs: $1,405,550
     ECC:  $   680,128
     NRCS: $   602,100
     SSLT/HOTR: $     73,371
     Landowner: $     49,950
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Egley Project Partnership Funding

SSLT

Landowner

Cross Charitable
Foundation

Steele-Reese

ECC

Total Project Costs: $743,187
     ECC:  $625,657
     Landowner: $  63,980
     SSLT/Grants: $  53,550   



Vision
• Continue collaborative, adaptive, & 

strategic approaches for habitat connectivity 
through private land conservation

• SSLT bring more match funding
• NRCS – RCPP (50%)
• Landowners (25%)
• ECC (25%)
• Foundations & grants to cover 

transaction costs ($150k/project)
• Broaden scope to include other 

conservation priority species (i.e., SGCN)
• Increase recreational access opportunities



Mule Deer Migration
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