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Electronically filed December 18, 2025 

 

Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street, NE 

Washington, D.C. 20426 

 

Subject:  Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. P-2652) 

 Annual Streamflow Monitoring Report for Water Year 2025  

 

Dear Ms. Reese:  

 

By this letter PacifiCorp submits the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (Project) Annual Streamflow 

Monitoring Report for Water Year 2025 (WY2025). The information provided herein is to satisfy 

the annual stream flow reporting requirement for the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project. This report 

covers WY2025, the period of October 1, 2024 to September 30, 2025. No violations of the FERC 

requirements occurred during this reporting period.  

 

License Article 401 requires that PacifiCorp document compliance with the run-of-river mode of 

operation. The Order Issuing the New License documented that Bigfork is “a run-of-river project 

with little or no storage…”1 The lack of appreciable storage precluded any operation mode except 

run-of-river at the time the license was issued. To date, PacifiCorp has not performed any project 

modifications or upgrades that would permit load shaping activities (“peaking”). Accordingly, 

PacifiCorp continued to operate Bigfork as a run-of-river project during WY2025, in compliance 

with License Article 401. PacifiCorp has no plans to increase storage and provide load shaping 

abilities in future years. Figure 1 (Enclosure A P.1) documents that the Project was operated in a 

run-of-river mode of operation by presenting a chart of daily Swan River flow at U.S. Geology 

Survey (USGS) Gage No. 1237000 and the estimated combined flow of water passed through the 

Project (Canal Flow) plus water released into the bypassed reach (Bypass Reach Flow). In 

WY2025, there were no flow gages within the power canal or river downstream of the Project. 

Canal flow is estimated using daily powerhouse generation values. In October 2025, PacifiCorp 

implemented direct stage measurements at the canal by installing a standalone transducer to record 

stage data in the Bigfork Power Canal. This additional data will improve the accuracy of canal 

flow estimates for WY 2026.  

 

License Article 402 requires that PacifiCorp document compliance with the required minimum 

instream flow downstream of the dam in the bypass reach. The year-round minimum instream flow 

for the bypass reach is 70 cubic feet per second (cfs). Table 1 (Enclosure A, P.2) provides Swan 

River daily flows downstream of Bigfork Dam in the bypass reach. All days within the period of 

 
1 In the Order Issuing the New License for Project No. 2652-007, dated July 25, 2004, FERC stated that “PacifiCorp 

has no plans to increase project capacity or change project operations. The project's hydraulic capacity of 600 cfs is 

exceeded by the discharge of the Swan River about 65 percent of the time. For a run-of-river project with little or no 

storage, I conclude that the project, as proposed by PacifiCorp, and with the modifications included in this license, 

represents a cost-effective plan for using the Swan River at this location” (page 14).  
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report had daily flows greater than the license minimum instream flow for the bypass reach. Figure 

2 (Enclosure A, P.1) charts the daily values of the bypass reach flow and estimated power canal 

flows based on daily generation against the bypass minimum flow of 70 cfs. Figure 3 (Enclosure 

A, P2) provides the average daily elevation of the reservoir upstream of Bigfork Dam.  

 

License Article 403 requires that PacifiCorp document diligence in maintaining staff gages. The 

compliance point for the bypass reach minimum flow is located at a staff gage immediately 

downstream of the dam and intake structure on river left. This staff gage is read daily to ensure 

that the minimum required flow is being provided, and that the gage remains intact and 

undamaged. To maintain compliance with License Article 403, operations personnel provide 

electronic reports to compliance personnel on a daily basis, documenting, in part, river stage, flow, 

and staff gage condition. Table 2 (Enclosure A, P.3-4) provides the Rating Table for the 

compliance staff gage in the Swan River downstream of Bigfork Dam (bypass reach). The staff 

gage was documented as functional throughout WY2025. 

 

This letter and its enclosures have been filed electronically. The security classification of each 

component in this packet is shown in the enclosure table below. If you have questions pertaining 

to the data provided in this report, please contact Summer Payne at (971) 242-6285 or 

summer.payne@pacificorp.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

William C. Shallenberger 

Vice President, Renewable Resources 

 

WCS:SP:DS 
 

 

Encl: Letter – Public 

 Enclosure A: Figures and Tables – Public  

 

eFile: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary via eFile at www.ferc.gov 

eMail: Ben Conard (USFWS) 

ben_conard@fws.gov  

eMail: Leo Rosenthal (MFWP) 

lrosenthal@mt.gov  

eMail: Thomas O’Keefe (American Whitewater) 

okeefe@americanwhitewater.org  

eMail: Aroscott Whiteman (USGS) 

whiteman@usgs.gov  
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Table 2. Rating Table. Swan River Downstream Bigfork Dam

Rating Table 14.1
PacifiCorp Hydro Resources

Swan River Below Bigfork Dam
Staff No. B
Created:
Updated:
Remarks: Adjustment to lower end of rating, extension of > 224 cfs flows using the standard spillway equation.

Gage 
height

(ft)

Discharge
(ft^3/s)

Difference 
in 

Discharge 
per 0.1 ft

0.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.07 0.08 0.09
2997.50 68.32 69.47 70.61 71.75 72.88 74.00 75.12 76.24 77.35 78.45
2997.60 79.56 80.66 81.75 82.84 83.93 85.02 86.10 87.19 88.27 89.35 11.24
2997.70 90.43 91.50 92.58 93.66 94.73 95.81 96.89 97.97 99.05 100.1 10.87
2997.80 101.2 102.3 103.4 104.5 105.6 106.7 107.8 108.9 110.0 111.1 10.79
2997.90 112.2 113.3 114.5 115.6 116.7 117.9 119.0 120.2 121.3 122.5 10.99

2998.00 123.7 124.9 126.1 127.3 128.5 129.7 130.9 132.2 133.4 134.7 11.48
2998.10 136.0 137.2 138.5 139.8 141.1 142.5 143.8 145.2 146.5 147.9 12.26
2998.20 149.3 150.7 152.1 153.5 155.0 156.4 157.9 159.4 160.9 162.4 13.33
2998.30 164.0 165.5 167.1 168.7 170.3 171.9 173.5 175.2 176.9 178.6 14.68
2998.40 180.3 182.0 183.8 185.5 187.3 189.1 191.0 192.8 194.7 196.6 16.32

2998.50 198.5 200.5 202.4 204.4 206.4 208.5 210.5 212.6 214.7 216.8 18.24
2998.60 219.0 221.2 223.4 225.6 227.8 230.1 232.4 234.8 237.1 239.5 20.46
2998.70 241.9 244.4 246.8 249.3 251.9 254.4 257.0 259.6 262.3 265.0 22.95
2998.80 267.7 270.4 273.2 276.0 278.8 281.7 284.6 287.5 290.5 293.5 25.74
2998.90 296.5 299.5 302.6 305.8 308.9 312.1 315.4 318.6 321.9 325.3 28.81

2999.00 328.6 332.1 335.5 339.0 342.5 346.1 349.7 353.3 357.0 360.7 32.17
2999.10 364.5 368.3 372.1 376.0 379.9 383.8 387.8 391.9 395.9 400.0 35.81
2999.20 404.2 408.4 412.7 416.9 421.3 425.6 430.1 434.5 439.0 443.6 39.74
2999.30 448.2 452.8 457.5 462.2 467.0 471.8 476.7 481.6 486.6 491.6 43.96
2999.40 496.6 501.7 506.9 512.1 517.3 522.6 528.0 533.4 538.8 544.3 48.47

2999.50 549.9 555.5 561.1 566.8 572.6 578.4 584.3 590.2 596.1 602.2 53.26
2999.60 608.2 614.4 620.5 626.8 633.0 639.4 645.8 652.2 658.7 665.3 58.34
2999.70 671.9 678.6 685.3 692.1 699.0 705.9 712.8 719.9 726.9 734.1 63.70
2999.80 741.3 748.5 755.9 763.2 770.7 778.2 785.7 793.3 801.0 808.8 69.35
2999.90 816.6 824.4 832.4 840.4 848.4 856.5 864.7 873.0 881.3 889.6 75.29

3000.00 898.1 906.6 915.2 923.8 932.5 941.3 950.1 959.0 968.0 977.0 81.51
3000.10 986.1 995.3 1005 1014 1023 1033 1042 1052 1061 1071 88.02
3000.20 1081 1091 1101 1111 1121 1131 1141 1152 1162 1172 94.82
3000.30 1183 1193 1204 1215 1226 1237 1247 1259 1270 1281 101.9
3000.40 1292 1303 1315 1326 1338 1350 1361 1373 1385 1397 109.3

October 10, 2025
February 01, 2018
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Table 2. Rating Table. Swan River Downstream Bigfork Dam

Rating Table 14.1
PacifiCorp Hydro Resources

Swan River Below Bigfork Dam
Staff No. B
Created:
Updated:
Remarks: Adjustment to lower end of rating, extension of > 224 cfs flows using the standard spillway equation.

Gage 
height

(ft)

Discharge
(ft^3/s)

Difference 
in 

Discharge 
per 0.1 ft

0.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.07 0.08 0.09

October 10, 2025
February 01, 2018

3000.50 1409 1421 1433 1446 1458 1470 1483 1496 1508 1521 116.9
3000.60 1534 1547 1560 1573 1586 1599 1613 1626 1640 1653 124.9
3000.70 1667 1681 1695 1709 1723 1737 1751 1765 1780 1794 133.1
3000.80 1809 1823 1838 1853 1868 1883 1898 1913 1928 1944 141.6
3000.90 1959 1975 1990 2006 2022 2038 2054 2070 2086 2102 150.4

3001.00 2119 2135 2152 2168 2185 2202 2219 2236 2253 2270 159.5
3001.10 2288 2305 2322 2340 2358 2376 2393 2411 2430 2448 168.9
3001.20 2466 2484 2503 2522 2540 2559 2578 2597 2616 2635 178.6
3001.30 2655 2674 2693 2713 2733 2753 2773 2793 2813 2833 188.5
3001.40 2853 2874 2894 2915 2936 2957 2978 2999 3020 3041 198.7

3001.50 3063 3084 3106 3127
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