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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
PacifiCorp Power (PacifiCorp), a Berkshire Hathaway Energy company, operates the
Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (Project) (FERC Project No. 2652-007) in Bigfork,
Montana. Commercial operations of the Project began in 1902. The Recreation
Resource Management Plan (RRMP) was prepared to fulfill the terms of a Settlement
Agreement (SA) (dated October 31, 2002) and the Order Issuing New License (License)
(dated July 25, 2003). Recognizing that project facilities have induced public recreation
use and resulting needs in the vicinity of the Project, PacifiCorp acknowledges
responsibility in the SA and License for providing appropriate resources to help meet
existing and future recreation needs over the 50 year term of the License. This 12-Year
Revision to the RRMP is prepared to meet the terms of Section 2.4 of the RRMP, which
directs PacifiCorp to review and update the RRMP every 6 and 12 years, on the FERC
Form 80 cycle, to ensure unanticipated changes in conditions over time are addressed.
Recommendations for changes to the RRMP are submitted by SA Parties and are
considered by PacifiCorp, prior to filing for final FERC approval. This 2015 version
represents the second comprehensive review and revision of the Bigfork RRMP, and
incorporates recommendations from both review cycles. This 12-Year RRMP Revision
also serves to summarize the completion of projects outlined in the original RRMP.
PacifiCorp prepared the RRMP under the authority of Title 18 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 4.51 (f) (5), which identifies the need to define the responsibilities of
parties when public recreation facilities are to be provided at a hydroelectric project. In
addition, the License specified for the completion of the RRMP within 1 year of the date
of the License. Several agencies and other stakeholders participated in the development
of the SA and RRMP, including the National Park Service, Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, Bigfork Area Chamber of Commerce, American Whitewater, Bigfork
White Water Festival Organization, Bigfork Development Company, Flathead Lakers
and the Flathead Whitewater Association.1 These same stakeholders were consulted for
comment during the 6 and 12-Year review cycles.
PacifiCorp will continue to use the RRMP to manage existing and future recreation
resources associated with the Project. The RRMP includes a number of recreation
protection, mitigation, and enhancement measures (PM&Es) (included as Exhibits to this
RRMP). More specifically, the RRMP has served as an implementation guide to
planning, designing, constructing, renovating, monitoring, funding, operating, and
maintaining existing and future public recreation facilities and programs in the project
vicinity. This Revision includes information about the implementation of recreation
facility improvements previously identified in the RRMP.

1

During the 12‐year review cycle, PacifiCorp was informed by Matt Brake, Settlement Agreement
representative for the Flathead Whitewater Association that the Association had been dissolved since the
6‐year review cycle and no longer exists.
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To accomplish this purpose and to incorporate actions from the SA and License, five
management programs are included in this RRMP:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Recreation Facility Capital Improvement Program and Completion Summary
Recreation Facility Operation and Maintenance Program
Whitewater Boating Program
Recreation Monitoring Program
Land Program
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
PacifiCorp, the Licensee, operates the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (Project) (FERC
Project No. 2652-007) under a 50-year license granted by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) July 25, 2003. Recognizing that project facilities have created
public recreation needs in the vicinity of the Project; PacifiCorp acknowledges
responsibility for providing appropriate resources to help meet this existing and future
recreation need. PacifiCorp prepared the original Recreation Resource Management Plan
(RRMP) as part of the FERC Relicensing process to guide recreation resource
management during the term of the new license. The RRMP was finalized and
implemented within 1 year of the new license becoming final.
During the recreation settlement process, PacifiCorp worked with a broad group of
stakeholders, including the National Park Service, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife
and Parks, Bigfork Area Chamber of Commerce, American Whitewater Affiliation,
Bigfork Whitewater Festival Organization, Bigfork Development Company, Flathead
Lakers and the Flathead Whitewater Association, to develop a series of proposed
PM&Es.
The RRMP was prepared under the authority of 18 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
4.51 (f) (5), which identifies the need to define the responsibilities of parties when public
recreation facilities are to be provided at a hydroelectric project, and to prepare a RRMP.
Taken as a whole, the RRMP represents a single “umbrella” PM&E measure for
recreation resources for the Project. The RRMP is specific to PacifiCorp’s responsibility
and does not make management or resource commitments for others.
This section describes key elements of the 12-Year RRMP Revision, including:
 Purpose and intent of the 12-Year RRMP Revision – Section 1.1
 Vision for Recreation Resources – Section 1.2
 Overview of RRMP programs – Section 1.3
o Recreation Facility Improvement Program and Completion Summary
o Recreation Facility Operations and Maintenance Program
o Whitewater Boating Program
o Recreation Monitoring Program
o Lands Program
 Issues and Assumptions – Section 1.4
 Explanation of Terms – Section 1.5
1.1

PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose of the 12-Year RRMP Revision is to update PacifiCorp’s stakeholders and
the FERC in the Company’s involvement, role and responsibilities in implementing the
recreation resource components of a Settlement Agreement (SA) (Exhibit C – Settlement
Agreement for Recreation Resources (Exhibit C)) and the FERC license terms and
conditions (Exhibit D – FERC License Terms and Conditions (Exhibit D)). Specifically,
the 12-Year RRMP Revision is a tool to be used to track the Company’s progress on, and
4
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completion of, the plans, designs, and construction associated with specified renovation
actions in the original RRMP; and to monitor, fund, operate, and maintain existing and
future public recreation facilities and programs in the project area for the term of the new
licenses.
Five programs are presented in the 12- Year RRMP Revision to implement site-specific
and programmatic measures. These programmatic measures were developed for the
original RRMP as a result of negotiations between stakeholders and PacifiCorp and the
Draft Environmental Assessment process for Relicensing.
1.2

VISION FOR RECREATION RESOURCES

The long-term vision for the project area was defined by PacifiCorp and stakeholders
during the Relicensing process. This vision includes how project-related recreation
resources should be managed in the project area (Figure 1.0) for the term of the new
license and includes the following:
o A balance of various resource needs and the best outcome possible for the
region’s recreation resources;
o Recognition that local and state organizations desire that any company lands
deemed surplus be acquired by a public entity for the long-term public recreation
benefit and protection of natural resources;
o Recognition that not all existing and long-term recreation needs can be
accommodated in the project area because of the need to balance resources;
o Recognition that fishing is an important recreation activity in the project area;
o Recognition that non-motorized trail use is an important recreation activity in the
project area;
o Recognition that whitewater boating is an important recreation activity in the
project area;
o Place a priority on enhancing the diversity of opportunities through Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) upgrades and support of trail opportunities;
o An acknowledgement that things will change over time and some adaptive
management is an appropriate strategy to manage recreation resources in the
future; and
o A desire to maintain and/or improve the experience now enjoyed by residents of
Bigfork and visitors to the project area;
o Recognition that preservation of public access to Sliter Park is an important
amenity for the local community.

5
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Figure 1.0 - Recreation Facilities in the Bigfork Area, identifies recreation facilities
and use areas

6

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

TURE
SWAN RIVER NA

WEST
TRAILHEAD

F
!

ELECTRIC
AVENUE

OSBORN
AVENUE

RIVER
ACCESS

Swan River

z
!

SINGLE ACCESS TRAIL

E SS
AC C

TRAIL

RO

AD

PACIFIC
PARK

AC C
E

5
!

State Hwy 209

T
RE E
E ST
DG

BR IDGE
RIVER
STREET ACCESS

SS

ROA

D

i !
!
z

SWAN
R
NATURE IVER
T RAI
L

Swan Lake

SOUTH SHORE
RIVER AND
RESERVOIR
ACCESS

Stat e Hwy 2
09

z
!

EAST
TRAILHEAD

5
!

S

R

STAR VIEW DR

GRAND AVENUE

BR
I

W
A
HI N
LL
D

S

COMMER CE STREET

CASCADE AVENUE

Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, Montana
Recreation Facilities

te
ta

!
F
i
!

y3
Hw

SLITER
PARK

SWAN RIVER
NATURE TRAIL
EAST ENTRANCE
PARKING

5

y
!

Data is projected in UTM Zone 11, units meters, NAD83.
PacifiCorp makes no representations or warranties as to the accuracy,
completeness or fitness for a particular purpose with respect to the
information contained in this map. PacifiCorp shall have no responsibility
or liability to any person or entity resulting from the use of any
information furnished in this map.
10/13/2015

U:\Projects\2015\15-322\Bigfork Recreation Map.mxd

0

500
0

1,000
0.1

Legend

:

Recreation Facility

y
!
z
!

2,000

0.2

0.3
1:9,000

3,000
Feet
0.4

0.5
Miles

5
!
F
!
i
!

Boat Ramp

River Access
Day Use

Trailhead
Parking

Trail

Recreation Area
State Highway
Local Road

Project Road
Water

KEARNEY
RAPIDS
BOAT RAMP

1.3
OVERVIEW OF 12-YEAR RRMP REVISION PROGRAMS
This section provides an overview of the RRMP’s five implementation programs. These
programs address PacifiCorp’s responsibilities for implementing and completing the
recreation resource actions identified in the SA (Exhibit C) and the FERC License Terms
and Conditions (Exhibit D). The 5 RRMP programs are:
o The Recreation Facility Capital Improvement Program and Completion Summary
(see Section 3.1) that defines construction-related responsibilities to address
previously identified project-related recreation development needs, provides
estimated costs for implemented recreation measures, identifies locations and
provides site plans of the development measures, and discusses general facility
development standards and criteria that were used.
o The Recreation Facility Operations and Maintenance Program (see Section 3.2)
that defines existing and ongoing operation and maintenance responsibilities to
address existing project-related recreation facility needs, provides estimated costs
for operations and maintenance, and discusses general facility and use area
maintenance standards.
o The Whitewater Boating Program (See Section 3.3) that defines ongoing support
for the Wild Mile White Water Festival and a feasibility study of the potential for
providing Wednesday night flow releases into the bypass reach for whitewater
boating each year from July 1 to August 31. Included in this 12-Year RRMP
Revision is the addition of the whitewater flow release schedule, the inclusion of
which was approved by the FERC in an Order issued February 4, 2009 during the
6-year review period.
o The Recreation Monitoring Program (see Section 3.4) that defines how recreation
resource monitoring will be conducted and how the monitoring information will
be used.
o The Land Program (See Section 3.5) that outlines a right of first refusal and
purchase agreement for any Project lands deemed surplus, an update on the
current lease renewal progress for Sliter Park and an easement for the public use
of the Swan River Nature Trail.
1.4 ISSUES AND ASSUMPTIONS
Several issues and assumptions addressed during the relicensing process are listed below.
These are noted here as referenced for this 12-Year RRMP Revision and for future
reference over time as necessary.
PacifiCorp acknowledges that the need for public recreation facilities and access is
anticipated to increase or change in the future as additional recreation activities or visitor
preferences emerge.
PacifiCorp will comply with guidelines to implement the federal ADA that mandates
upgrading some existing recreation facilities now and in the future as new Americans
with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities (ADAAG), as
amended, are adopted for various types of outdoor recreation facilities and activities
currently not addressed.
7
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Specific new recreation developments in the project area are identified in the RRMP
(Exhibit C), and were agreed upon by the stakeholders during the settlement process,
PacifiCorp will allow other entities to propose and fund recreation site improvements and
maintenance of such improvements on Company lands with PacifiCorp approval.
1.5

EXPLANATION OF TERMS

Key terms and concepts used throughout the RRMP that are relevant to recreation
planning for the Project include:
PacifiCorp: A Berkshire Hathaway Energy Company
Project: The Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 2652.
Project boundary: The FERC project boundary as amended in the new license.
Project water bodies: The bodies of water that have been created by the project.
Project vicinity: The area of potential effect of the project that is principally
located within and adjacent to the FERC project boundary.
License: The FERC license for the Bigfork Project, FERC Project No. 2652.
2.0 RRMP PLANNING, COORDINATION AND UPDATES
An important part of the RRMP over the term of the license is ongoing planning,
coordination, and updates related to recreation resources in the project area. Section 2.0
describes how the RRMP will be coordinated and updated during the term of the license,
and references both review cycles which this 12-Year RRMP Revision embodies and
concludes. Specific topics include the following:
o
o
o
o
2.1

PacifiCorp Roles and Responsibility Summary
Environmental Compliance and Permitting
Periodic RRMP Review and Revision
Periodic Reporting to the FERC
PACIFICORP ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITY SUMMARY

Implementation of the RRMP is the responsibility of PacifiCorp. Below are the basic
roles and responsibilities of PacifiCorp in implementation of the RRMP.
PacifiCorp responsibilities include:
o Implementation of the RRMP;
o Coordination with other project-related resource management plans;
o Preparation of periodic reporting to the FERC;
8
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o Coordination of RRMP updates with SA parties; and
o Support an ongoing partnership between the citizens, special interest groups, and
state, federal and local government.
2.2

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND PERMITTING

PacifiCorp adhered to all mandatory environmental analyses, compliance, and permitting
for recreation-related construction projects identified in Exhibit A – Implemented
Recreation Measures, Costs and Schedule (Exhibit A).
Because of the lead-time needed for some compliance activities (surveys for protected,
endangered, or threatened (PET) species, coordination of Montana Environmental Policy
Act (MEPA) compliance, public involvement, conducting cultural resource inventories,
or conducting Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 consultation) advance scheduling
of such activities was essential for timely implementation of the recreation projects.
Activities were scheduled out approximately 2 years in advance to the extent possible.
PacifiCorp and the agencies consulted as necessary to determine scheduling needs.
Four of the planned recreation projects (South Shore boat put in, Car Top boater access,
Kearny Rapids Boat Launch Improvements, Sliter Park Host Pad) were grouped together
to minimize environmental compliance and permitting needs and to foster review of
cumulative effects. This grouping was done for several reasons: geographical (by area),
temporal (in block of years), and topical (similar recreation facilities). MEPA
compliance was also tiered to the extent possible under the broader policy-oriented FERC
Relicensing Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
If a planned recreation project was found to have significant impacts that could not be
adequately mitigated or avoided, alternative recreation projects or sites were to be
considered to satisfy the intended need of the original project. Alternative sites outside of
the project vicinity would not be considered as alternatives unless agreed to by
PacifiCorp.
2.3

RESOURCE INTEGRATION AND COORDINATION

Project-related recreation actions implemented by PacifiCorp as part of the RRMP were
coordinated with other resources to avoid potential resource problems or conflicts. Prior
to and during enhancement activities, both formal and informal inter-resource
coordination with agencies and stakeholders occurred. The goal of this communication
was to achieve a balanced integration of sometimes competing or complementary
resource goals for project lands and waters. Resource coordination included:
o Conducting ongoing and regular consultation with interested parties and resource
committees;
o Sharing of information and criteria that is used to make resource decisions;
o Clarifying resource priorities as necessary; and
o Coordinating or conducting an assessment or consultation that will help solve a
particular problem or resolve key issues.
9
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2.4

PERIODIC RRMP REVIEW AND REVISION

Implementation of the recreation measures in the RRMP was expected to occur as
detailed in the various programs through the term of the new license. However, some
flexibility was built into the RRMP to address unanticipated changes in conditions over
time. The following outlines how reevaluation is to take place to consider such
unanticipated changes:
The RRMP will be reviewed and updated by PacifiCorp every 6 and 12 years, on the
FERC Form 80 cycle2. The 6-year review will not include a reprinting of the document,
if changes are needed and agreed to; instead, an “amendment” to the plan will be
prepared. However, all year-to-year changes will be tracked and documented. At the 12Year review, the 6-year review. Recommendations for changes to the RRMP may be
submitted by SA Parties and will be considered by PacifiCorp. Agreed-upon changes to
the RRMP will be incorporated into a revised RRMP document. The revised RRMP will
be submitted to the FERC for final review and approval. Any disagreements on revisions
to the RRMP may be submitted to the FERC for resolution. Revisions to the RRMP will
not contradict overall decisions made and agreed upon during the Settlement Agreement
process in 2002.
Factors that may trigger RRMP revisions during the 6 and 12-Year review or at other
times may include:
o Catastrophic natural events, such as major forest fires or natural disasters, and
significant effects of social disorder;
o New federal and state policies, regulations, and laws that significantly affect
recreation resources in the project area for the new license term;
o Documented changes in demographics use patterns, visitor needs, etc.
2.5

PERIODIC REPORTING TO THE FERC

PacifiCorp will periodically document progress made in the implementation of the
RRMP by preparing monitoring reports. These monitoring reports will be distributed to
SA Parties and the FERC every 6 years when a FERC Form 80 is developed and filed
with the FERC. These monitoring reports will document activities performed in the
monitoring program (see Section 3.4 and Attachment E) including:

2

Original RRMP was drafted in 2003 and filed with the FERC June 2004. The first Form 80 data collection
after the RRMP was created was collected in 2008 and filed with the FERC in 2009. The 6‐year review
cycle of the RRMP was completed 2009. The second Form 80 data collection after the RRMP was created
was collected in 2014 and filed with the FERC in 2015. This 12‐year revision is in keeping with this
schedule.
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o Progress made on implementation of planned actions per the RRMP;
o Any changes made to the RRMP programs including recreation projects being
implemented and their schedule; and
o Any recreation monitoring efforts.
3.0

RRMP IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS

This section describes the RRMP’s five programs that provide direction to PacifiCorp on
how to manage recreation resources in the project area. In addition, these programs are
developed to implement the SA (Exhibit C) and the FERC License Terms and Conditions
(Exhibit D). The programs include:
o Recreation Facility Capital Improvement Program and Completion Summary –
Section 3.1;
o Recreation Facility Operation and Maintenance Program – Section 3.2;
o Whitewater Boating Program – Section 3.3;
o Recreation Monitoring Program – Section 3.4; and
o Land Program – Section 3.5.
3.1 RECREATION FACILITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AND COMPLETION
SUMMARY
In this section, PacifiCorp will describe identified recreation improvements that were
included in the original RRMP as action items that came from the SA. The intention of
these projects were to help meet many but not all of the existing and future recreation
needs identified in the project area by upgrading existing facilities and/or constructing
new facilities where appropriate as defined in Exhibit A. The completion summary
identifies project implementation including funding and construction responsibilities,
construction schedules, recreation development as-built site plans, facility development
standards, and ADA compliance.
3.1.1 Recreation Improvement Responsibilities
PacifiCorp funded and implemented construction of the Recreation Capital Improvement
Program as presented in Exhibits A and B.
PacifiCorp was responsible for designing, permitting, and constructing the recreation
facility projects identified as “capital improvements” in these exhibits. Detailed
construction documents were prepared by PacifiCorp and then submitted to the
appropriate agencies for review prior to construction. These construction documents
incorporated the results of available and required resource, engineering, topographic,
geo-technical/soils, cultural resource and vegetative studies.

11
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3.1.2

Recreation Concept Site Plans

Recreation facility development and upgrades were identified to help satisfy existing and
future project-related recreation needs in the project area. They included new and
expanded public recreation facilities to be implemented during the new license terms.
Recreation development as-built site plans for these improvements are included in
Exhibit B –As-Built Site Plans and Final Construction Reports (Exhibit B).
3.1.3

Recreation Facility Design and Setting Guidelines

The following facility design guidelines were used by PacifiCorp to site, construct, and
upgrade recreation facilities identified in Exhibit A. Facility design and new facility
siting were completed according to the below listed criteria:
o When possible, comply with ADA and its implementing accessibility guidelines
(ADAAG), as amended;
o Comply with all appropriate public health and safety codes and regulations;
o Provide design continuity and a visitor experience consistent with the recreation
setting where the facility is located;
o Provide the opportunity for a quality visitor experience and/or enhance visitor
convenience;
o Minimize facility and site deterioration and operations and maintenance costs; and
o Protect the natural and cultural environment.
3.1.4

ADA Compliance

All of the new development and redevelopment actions completed as listed in this
12-Year RRMP Revision were reviewed for compliance with the current ADAAG as
amended and the proposed amendments to ADAAG. Features incorporated into each site
development plan are shown on the site plans in Exhibit B and the specific standards
addressed in each design are described in the following subsections for Pacific Park,
South Shore Put-In, Kearney Rapids Boat Launch, Swan River Nature Trail and South
Shore Primitive Trail.
3.1.4.1

Pacific Park

The redevelopment of this park, completed in September 2008, is shown on Sheet 1 of 11
in Exhibit B. The redevelopment included the addition of 20’x20’ ADA van parking
space, 2 accessible picnic tables and barbecue stands, an accessible vault toilet and
accessible compacted paths that link site elements. Specific standards addressed include:
1) One accessible van parking space for parking areas up to 25 spaces, 2) above two
picnic tables a minimum of 50% must be ADA compliant and 40% of those must be on
an accessible route, 3) barbecue stands will be accessible at accessible tables, they must
have a 48" x 48" area around them that is an accessible compacted surface. The
barbecues grill height will be 15" to 34" above the ground surface. 4) Accessible paths
that link site elements will be less than 5% grade with less than 5% cross slope, 36"
minimum width, 80" minimum vertical clearance and be constructed of one of the
12
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following methods: compacted earth treated with consolidants, crushed compacted fines
or rock dust. 5) Accessible bear resistant trash cans.
Other general site improvements include the placement of 3 non ADA picnic tables,
3 non ADA barbeque stands, 2 fire rings, 2 signs and fencing and parking improvements.
3.1.4.2

South Shore Boater Put-In

The development of this new recreation facility, completed in May 2007, is shown on
Sheets 2 and 3 of 11 in Exhibit B. The redevelopment included the addition of ADA
parking spaces and accessible compacted paths that link the parking area to the put-in
location and the car top access in the impoundment. Specific standards addressed
include: 1) One accessible van parking space for parking areas up to 25 spaces, 2)
Accessible paths that link site elements will be less than 5% grade with less than 5%
cross slope, 36" minimum width, 80" minimum vertical clearance and be constructed of
one of the following methods: compacted earth treated with consolidants, crushed
compacted fines or rock dust. 3) Accessible bear resistant trash cans. 4) Bridge over
canal and approaches to bridge will not create an impediment to access and will meet the
proposed trail guidelines. PacifiCorp was also able to construct this development to meet
the ADAAG proposed trail guidelines between the boater put-in and the parking areas.
Other general site improvements include a gravel surfaced parking area south and
adjacent to the canal, installation of signage, fencing and road improvements, a car top
boat access provided immediately upstream of the dam, and a new entrance gate.
3.1.4.3

Kearney Rapids Boat Launch

The redevelopment of this site, completed May 2007, is shown on sheet 4 of 11 in
Exhibit B. The redevelopment included the addition of a universal ADA parking space
(8' x 20'). This site is very constrained for space because of side slopes created by the
road slope up to the bridge abutment so the parking stall could not meet ADA aisle
requirements. The ramp area serves as a defacto aisle for the parking space.
Other general site improvements include re-grading of the boat launch and repaving of
the parking area.
3.1.4.4

Swan River Nature Trail

At the midpoint of the Swan River Nature Trail an accessible toilet was completed
September 2008 and is described in the Final Construction Report, pages 20-27 in
Exhibit B.
3.1.4.5

Accessibility of Trails

The Swan River Nature Trail lends itself to accessible trail use. This old road bed has
minimal slope and has a very hard compacted surface. In 2003 PacifiCorp, re-graded the

13
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road to remove potholes, graveled with small crushed rock and compacted with an 8,000
roller compactor. The new surface and grade meet the proposed ADA trail guidelines.
Maintenance of this trail will maintain this standard through the term of the license.
The existing maintenance road between Pacific Park and the South Shore Put-In although
being a graded and compacted gravel surface will likely not meet the ADA trail
guidelines for slope.
The Existing Primitive Trail on the south shore of the swan river will receive upgraded
maintenance in the future (per 3.2.2 and Exhibit E) but will not be upgraded to meet
ADA trail guidelines.
3.1.5

Recreation Improvement Coordination and Approvals

New capital improvement projects were coordinated and permitted, as needed, with the
appropriate approving jurisdiction. PacifiCorp acquired as necessary all permits,
certifications, and approvals as defined in Section 2.2 to construct the capital
improvement projects identified in Exhibit A and B – As-Built Site Plans.
PacifiCorp and SA parties support the concepts of leveraging and cost sharing. Any
entity seeking to propose a means of increasing public benefits and/or the efficiency of
delivering recreation benefits to project visitors and area residents through cost sharing or
fund leveraging shall present a proposal to PacifiCorp or others as appropriate.
3.2

RECREATION FACILITY OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

This program defines PacifiCorp’s developed recreation facility operations and
maintenance (O&M) responsibilities, as well as O&M standards and frequencies to be
used by PacifiCorp.
PacifiCorp performs all annual O&M of identified recreation facilities using the
standards and frequencies defined in Exhibit E – Recreation Facility and Site
Maintenance Standards/Frequency (Exhibit E). The table presented in Exhibit E is a
generic PacifiCorp recreation maintenance standards table and lists many types of sites
and levels of maintenance that do not apply to this Project. Included in in Exhibit E is a
list of the Project recreation sites and the identified maintenance level that is planned for
that site. The details of that level of maintenance can then be read from the larger table.
This O&M performance will be through the use of a private concessionaire, or by
PacifiCorp or other staff as necessary. PacifiCorp schedules and performs all necessary
O&M of recreation facilities by providing necessary personnel, funding, equipment,
materials, and management as appropriate.
The last page of Exhibit E is a map identifying the location of a gate that had been
installed at Pacific Park in 2014, to address a public safety need along the Project
waterway.
14
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3.2.1 Recreation Facility Operations Schedule
Recreation facilities operated by PacifiCorp will be open and available for public use in
the project area according to Table 3.2-1 below.
Table 3.2-1. Season and Hours of Operation of Project Recreation Facilities.
Recreation Site
Pacific Park
Kearney Rapids Boat
Launch
South Shore Fishing Trail
Swan River Nature Trail

Season/Hours of Operations
Summer 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Winter 7:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.
Year Round, 24 hours
Summer 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Winter 7:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.
Year Round, 24 hours

South Shore Boater Put-In

Summer 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Winter 7:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.
Existing Maintenance Road Summer 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Winter 7:30 a.m. to 4:00
(between Pacific Park and
p.m.
South Shore Put-In)

15
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Summer hours are to be in effect Friday morning before Memorial Day through Labor
Day. Winter hours are to be in effect the morning after Labor Day through Thursday
before Memorial Day. Public access to project recreation facilities may be restricted due
to winter weather conditions. PacifiCorp will not perform snow removal to keep project
recreation sites open during the winter.
PacifiCorp retains the right to change hours without notification for management
purposes. The seasonal hours have changed since the original RRMP was issued due to
frequent occurrences of inappropriate use and vandalism. These changes were made to
protect company investments in the recreation areas and at the hydroelectric project, and
to ensure the safe and enjoyable use of these sites for the public.
3.2.2

Recreation Facility Maintenance Standards and Frequency

Adequate maintenance of PacifiCorp recreation facilities will be performed in accordance
with the facility maintenance standards and frequencies defined in Exhibit E. These
recreation facility maintenance standards and frequencies may be revised if needed as
conditions change over time. Revisions will be coordinated with RRMP updates.
3.3
3.3.1

WHITEWATER BOATING PROGRAM
White Water Festival

The following is excerpted from the SA Section 3.3 (Exhibit C) and describes
PacifiCorp’s commitment to provide support to the White Water Festival:
“…PacifiCorp will support the annual White Water Festival by maintaining a
minimum of 1,000 cfs or natural inflow, whichever is less, to the bypass reach, as
measured at the upper end of the bypass reach during the Festival. PacifiCorp
will allow motor vehicles access to the Swan River Nature Trail from the eastern
terminus during the Festival in order for Festival organizers, venders, security
personnel, and the Festival participants to access the north shore of the river
below the dam. This measure assumes that the Festival will be scheduled to run
for a period not longer than 3 days between May 15 and June 15. Festival
organizers will give PacifiCorp a minimum of two months’ notice of the Festival
dates. If, for any reason, the Festival is not scheduled or does not occur as
provided in the preceding sentence, PacifiCorp is not obligated to provide flows
under this Section 3.3.”
3.3.2

Whitewater Flow Release Schedule

During the 6-year RRMP review cycle in 2009, PacifiCorp proposed an amendment to
the RRMP to include the whitewater flow release schedule approved by the FERC in an
Order issued on February 4, 2009. This 12-Year RRMP Revision includes the
whitewater flow release schedule and data sets beginning 2009 and ending 2015 to
encapsulate each year since the amendment to this document was proposed and approved
(Attachment D).
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3.3.3 Whitewater Boating Feasibility Study
The Project bypassed reach between the diversion dam and the tailrace is the only Class
IV whitewater run in the Flathead Valley. The run is roughly a mile and referred to
locally as “The Wild Mile.” Generally, from early April to mid-June inflows exceed the
Project’s capacity to divert water and adequate whitewater boating flows occur along
with normal project generation. Conversely, during summer months of July and August,
after generation water is diverted into the Project the remaining flow in the bypassed
reach is often insufficient to provide whitewater boating opportunities.
To address this issue and gather more information about the relative feasibility and
benefit to whitewater boaters, the Parties agreed to test a whitewater release schedule
during July and August over the course of three years, starting in 2004. This release
schedule was intended to facilitate whitewater boating opportunities one day a week
during those months and meet the following study objectives:
Document recommended whitewater flow range (800 to 1500 cfs);
Determine user preference for day of whitewater release;
Document number of boater trips during whitewater releases;
Determine effects of whitewater flows on: (a) water temperatures in the bypassed
reach (coordinated with the water quality monitoring plan required by Article
404) and (b) fish stranding in the bypassed reach; and
o Evaluate the physical ability of the project to ramp flows, and the energy and
revenue forgone or cost of replacement power under different flow release
regimes.
o
o
o
o

The final report recommended the continuation of whitewater releases every Wednesday
evening from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM during the months of July and August with possible
future retesting.
A preliminary report was submitted to the Parties and USFWS at the conclusion of the
first and second years of whitewater releases.
A final report was submitted for review and comment to the Parties and USFWS ninety
days after the completion of the third year of testing. The final report was submitted to
FERC 180 days after the final year of testing. The Final Report was filed with the FERC
Jan. 23, 2007 and can be viewed in its entirety at http://elibrary.ferc.gov
Annual whitewater releases are included in this 12-Year RRMP Revision (Attachment
D).
PacifiCorp issues press releases prior to the local media to notify the recreational
community of the whitewater release events each season, to ensure enthusiasts can take
advantage of this opportunity. As part of boater enhancements a new south shore access
was built for the purpose of improving boater access to the south shore below the
diversion dam. This improvement was completed in May 2007.
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3.4

RECREATION MONITORING PROGRAM

PacifiCorp will perform periodic monitoring required to report to the FERC through the
existing FERC Form 80 requirement. The planned recreation facilities have already been
determined during settlement negotiations in 2002. As a result, major actions such as
Pacific Park, Kearney Rapids, and South Shore Access do not require monitoring to
implement. The only recreation action in this RRMP with a monitoring component is the
Whitewater Boating Feasibility Study; see Section 3.3 for details of that program.
3.4.1

Monitoring Program Responsibilities

To implement the Recreation Monitoring Program, PacifiCorp will collect recreation data
in the project area as needed to complete the FERC Form 80 (Attachment E). PacifiCorp
already collects some of these data on an annual or periodic basis. Results of the
monitoring effort will be used to report to the FERC make informed decisions about how
best to manage recreation resources in the project area.
PacifiCorp will consider appropriate monitoring data gathering and analysis techniques as
appropriate for the FERC Form 80 reporting. The use of hosts to perform more detailed
counts is one example of a method that will be employed to provide daily counts at
selected sites at a low cost. Recreation facility condition will be determined by periodic
on-site inspections of each facility or use area per the maintenance standards identified in
this RRMP.
3.4.2

Monitoring Reporting

PacifiCorp will compile and file Form 80 reports to the FERC every 6 years. SA Parties
will have the opportunity to review and comment on draft Form 80 submittals prior to
filing with the FERC. The draft Form 80 document will be distributed to the parties for
comments at least 90 days before submittal to the FERC.
3.5
3.5.1

LAND PROGRAM
Sliter Park Lease

To ensure long-term public use of a county park developed on PacifiCorp lands near the
powerhouse, a lease agreement has been entered into with the county. A copy of this
lease is included in Exhibit F. For other associated actions see Exhibit A.
The original Sliter Park Lease entered into with Flathead County was enacted in 1981,
with a 25 year term, and expired in 2006. The lease was retroactively renewed in January
2007, with 2006 as the effective date of renewal, for an initial term of 5 years (through
2011). Also included in the lease agreement was an additional 4 renewal options of
5 years each (through 2031). Since then, Flathead County has exercised one of their
4 renewal options (still active at the time of this 12-Year RRMP Revision). The currently
18
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active 5 year renewal option term with Flathead County expires July 31, 2016. Should
Flathead County fail to exercise their second option before June 1, 2016; the lease will
then be offered to the Bigfork Development Commission.
3.5.2

Swan River Nature Trail

To ensure long-term, non-motorized public access along a PacifiCorp gravel road on the
north-side of the Swan River an easement for public non-motorized recreation access was
granted for the life of the license. See Exhibit G – Swan River Nature Trail Easement.
PacifiCorp performs periodic maintenance on the portion of the trail that is on PacifiCorp
lands. Also per the schedule in Exhibit A, a vault toilet was installed near the mid-point
of the trail.
The non-motorized recreation designation of this trail does not preclude use of motorized
vehicles by PacifiCorp, contractors or volunteers for project needs or trail maintenance.
During the Whitewater Festival motorized vehicles will be allowed on the trail to support
the festival administration and provision of emergency services. Any motorized access
for the purposes described above by non-company individuals or organizations will be
coordinated and approved by PacifiCorp.
Trail etiquette signs have been posted near both trailheads along with signs indicating
that motorized vehicles are not allowed. The eastern sign was placed along the trail a
short distance inside the gate to discourage vandalism. One trail etiquette sign was made
available to BDC (Bigfork Development Company) for posting at the western terminus of
the trail off of Company lands. When trail use signs on Company lands are replaced in
the future, replacements will be provided for the western trailhead also.
From SA Section 3.6 PacifiCorp’s maintenance responsibilities are defined for the Swan
River Nature Trail Segment on PacifiCorp lands: 1) grade gravel and compact the trail as
necessary and not more frequently than once annually to help provide a surface relatively
free of standing water and potholes; 2) maintain ditches and culverts to minimize
standing water and water flow across the Nature Trail; remove fallen trees across the
Nature Trail; and 4) provide periodic litter pick-up. These maintenance responsibilities
are restated in Exhibit E.
For other associated actions see Section 3.3.1 – Whitewater Festival and Exhibit A.
3.5.3

Right of First Refusal and Purchase Agreement

PacifiCorp entered into a Right of First Refusal and Purchase Agreement for potential
surplus Company lands outside of the FERC boundary. The agreement was between
PacifiCorp and the Trust for Public Lands. The Trust for Public Lands proposed the
acquisition on behalf of the public for open space, scenic, historic and recreation lands.
This agreement had a term of 9 years starting December 9, 2002, and was allowed to
expire. At the time of this 12-Year RRMP Revision, no party is pursuing a renewal. See
Exhibit H – Right of First Refusal and Purchase Agreement.
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EXHIBIT A

Recreation Measures, Costs and Completion Dates
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Exhibit A. Recreation Measures, Costs and Schedule
Action
Measure Description
Ref.
No.
PROGRAMMATIC ACTIONS
SA 3.3
White Water Festival. Upon the New License becoming final,
Article
PacifiCorp will support the annual White Water Festival by
411 (b)
maintaining a minimum of 1,000 cfs or natural inflow,
whichever is less, to the bypass reach, as measured at the
upper end of the bypass reach during the Festival. PacifiCorp
will allow motor vehicle access on the Swan River Nature
Trail from the eastern terminus during the Festival in order for
Festival organizers, vendors, security personnel, and Festival
participants to access the north shore of the river below the
dam. This measure assumes that the Festival will be
scheduled to run for a period not longer than three days
between May 15 and June 15. Festival organizers will give
PacifiCorp a minimum of two months’ notice of the Festival
dates. If, for any reason, the Festival is not scheduled or does
not occur as provided in the preceding sentence, PacifiCorp is
not obligated to provide flows under this Section 3.3 [of the
SA].

Est. Cost

Timing

Minimal
Costs
associated
with staff
time

Life of
License

SA 3.6

Swan River Nature Trail. Upon the New License becoming
final, PacifiCorp will lease to BDC [Bigfork Development
Company] for $1.00 per year the Swan River Nature Trail and
land between the trail and the mean high water mark of the
river or reservoir (together referred to as the “Leased
Property”). The Leased Property is described in Exhibit 2
attached hereto [attached to the SA] and by this reference
made a part hereof. The lease shall become effective on the
date the New License becomes final, and shall terminate upon
expiration of the New License. The lease shall reserve to
PacifiCorp the right to use the Leased Property for Project
purposes and for the purposes set forth in this Section 3.6 [of
the SA]. BDC shall allow public access to the trail without
charge for non-motorized public recreation use only, with the
exception of PacifiCorp and PacifiCorp contractor vehicles,
Quick Response Unit or other emergency and law
enforcement vehicles, and for use as noted in Section 3.3 [of
the SA]. The Parties agree that this provision is not necessary
for operation of the Project or other Project purposes, and that
PacifiCorp is not obligated to include leased lands within the
Project boundary.

Preparation
of Lease
$3,000

Lease appears
not to have
been enacted

SA 3.7

Sliter’s Park. Sliter’s Park is described in Exhibit 3 [of the
SA] attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof.
PacifiCorp currently leases Sliter’s Park to Flathead County
(“FC”) pursuant to a July 30, 1981 lease (the “FC Lease”).
The FC Lease expires in 2006 and includes an option to
extend under the same terms and conditions. Should FC
decline to extend the FC Lease or should the FC Lease
otherwise be terminated in accordance with its terms prior to
the end of the New License term, and provided that
PacifiCorp does not plan to sell any portion of Sliter’s Park
within six months of such termination, PacifiCorp will lease

Preparation
of Lease
$1,000

Life of
License.
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Action
Measure Description
Ref.
No.
PROGRAMMATIC ACTIONS
Sliter’s Park to BDC for $1.00 per year (“BDC Lease”). BDC
agrees that it will accept such a lease. The BDC Lease period
shall be one year, becoming effective upon termination of the
FC Lease, and shall renew automatically each year on the
anniversary of the New License becoming final. The BDC
Lease shall terminate upon expiration of the New License or
sale of any portion of Sliter’s Park, whichever happens first.
The BDC Lease shall reserve to PacifiCorp the right to use
the leased property for Project purposes and for the purposes
set forth in this Section 3.7 [of the SA]. BDC shall allow
public access without charge to Sliter’s Park for recreation
purposes and for use as noted in Section 3.3 [of the SA].

Est. Cost

Timing

SA 3.7

Sliter Park Host Site. PacifiCorp will appoint a volunteer host
or, if a volunteer host is unavailable, PacifiCorp may hire a
host at its sole discretion, to: (i) occupy the site (either
seasonally or year round); (ii) perform maintenance of
PacifiCorp recreation facilities in exchange for use of the site;
and (iii) provide additional security at Sliter’s Park. The
Parties agree that this provision is not necessary for operation
of the Project or other Project purposes, and that PacifiCorp is
not obligated to include leased lands within the Project
boundary.

$1,000
annual for
utilities

Host site
completion
date: May
2007
Continues
through
License term

SA 3.8
Article
411 (e)

Use of Grass and Riverbank Area downstream from the
Powerhouse. Special use permits will be granted at
PacifiCorp’s sole discretion for commercial vendors to use the
grass area and riverbank.

Minimal
Cost

SA 3.9
Article
411 (f)

Recreation Site Improvements. Upon the New License
becoming final, PacifiCorp will allow other entities to
propose and fund recreation site improvements and
maintenance of such improvements on PacifiCorp lands;
provided that PacifiCorp shall retain final control, in its sole
discretion, over the decision to allow construction of such
improvements. A process for review and consideration of
proposals by PacifiCorp will be described in the RRMP.

Minimal
Cost

Relocation of
fencing
completion
date: May
2007.
Continues
through
License term.
Life of
License

SA 3.11
Article
411 (g)

Whitewater Boating Flow Feasibility Evaluation and
Implementation. During the first three years after the New
License becomes final, PacifiCorp will provide whitewater
releases to the bypass channel each Wednesday from July 1 to
August 31, between approximately 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.: (1)
flows equal to inflow when inflow is 800 to 1500 cfs; and (2)
a minimum of 1500 cfs when inflow is greater than 1500 cfs.
If implementation of the whitewater boating flows described
above are operationally feasible as defined in this Section
3.11, PacifiCorp shall provide such flows after the third
anniversary of the New License becoming final and for the

$10 –
$12,000 for
each of three
years of user
and aquatic
study staff
time.
$23,000
annually
For energy
and revenue

Study 2004,
2005 and
2006.
Implement
flows if
feasible
through term
of license.
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Action
Measure Description
Ref.
No.
PROGRAMMATIC ACTIONS
remainder of the license term. Such whitewater boating flows
will be considered “operationally feasible” if (i) they can be
implemented while meeting ramping and other applicable
requirements of the New License and the Clean Water Act
Section 401 Certification, and (ii) after cessation of each
whitewater release event the Project can be down ramped to
pre-whitewater release conditions in no more than four hours.
During any whitewater boating flow release, flows in excess
of 1500 cfs may be used by PacifiCorp for power generation
purposes provided that a minimum of 1500 cfs is released to
the bypass channel. In no event shall PacifiCorp be required
to provide whitewater boating flows when inflow is less than
800 cfs.
Article
411 (7)(10)

Whitewater Boating Feasibility Study
(7) the minimum and optimal boating flows, optimal
whitewater release days (most likely either Wednesday,
Saturday, or Sunday, and the methodology for determining
the above;
(8) a study (including the methodology) to determine any
effects of whitewater flows on: (a) water temperatures in the
bypassed reach (coordinated with the water quality
monitoring plan required by Article 404); and (b) fish
stranding in the bypassed reach;

Est. Cost

foregone.

See preceding Study 2004,
row.
2005 and
2006.
Implement
flows if
feasible
through term
of license.
Flows have
been
implemented
annually
according to
the feasibility
study. See
attachment D
for flow data.
Final report
filed with the
FERC
01/23/2007.

(9) an evaluation of the physical ability of the project to ramp
flows, and the energy and revenue forgone under different
flow release regimes; and
(10) a schedule for submitting a report documenting the
results of the whitewater boating feasibility study to the
Settlement Agreement signatory parties and Fish and Wildlife
Service for review and comment and a schedule for filing a
final report for Commission approval. The final report shall
recommend final whitewater flows and release days.
SA 3.12

Right of First Refusal and Purchase Agreement. PacifiCorp
shall make a reasonable and good faith effort to enter into a
Right of First Refusal and Purchase to sell approximately
480.49 acres of land adjacent to the Project at fair market
price to The Trust For Public Land, a California nonprofit
corporation, or to BDC, to facilitate public recreation
opportunities. The Parties agree that, to the extent the subject
lands are not already within the Project Boundary, such lands
are not necessary for operation of the Project or other Project
purposes, and PacifiCorp is not obligated to include them
within the Project Boundary. To the extent that such lands
may be within the Project boundary, their sale will be
contingent upon any necessary FERC approvals and the
reservation of an easement for all uses necessary to maintain

Timing

Conversion of
the First Right
of Refusal to a
Purchase &
Sale
Agreement to
final closing
on the real
estate. Est.
$33,000.

Implemented
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Action
Measure Description
Ref.
No.
PROGRAMMATIC ACTIONS
and operate the Project.

Est. Cost

Timing

SA
3.13.1
Article
411 (h)

Existing Primitive Trail. PacifiCorp will allow use of the
existing primitive shoreline trail on PacifiCorp lands for nonmotorized public recreation. The trail, which begins at the
new river access below the dam (see Section 3.2 SA) and ends
at a point approximately 3,600 feet downstream, is identified
as “Existing Primitive Trail” in Exhibit 4 to this Agreement
(SA).

No cost to
continue
existing use.

Effective date
of SA
through term
of License.

SA 3.14

Other Uses. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to prohibit
PacifiCorp from granting special use permits for recreation or
community programs that do not conflict with the uses set
forth in this Agreement.

Minimal
Cost

Life of
License

Article
411 (3)

Bear Resistant Trash Can Use Educational Pamphlet. An
educational pamphlet developed in consultation with the
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service on the importance of using bear resistant trash
receptacles and steps to avoid human-grizzly bear conflicts at
all recreation facilities within the project boundary.

$2,000

Implemented
as bear
resistant trash
can s were
installed

Est. Cost

Timing

Refer to
Final
Construction
Report,
pages 1-8
Exhibit B

Completed:
May 2007

Refer to
Final
Construction
Report
pages 1-8,
Exhibit B

Completed:
May 2007

Refer to
Final
Construction

Completed:
May 2007

Action
Measure Description
Ref. No.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
SA 3.2
Access to South Shore. PacifiCorp will provide pedestrian
Article
access to the south shore of the Swan River immediately
411 (a)
below the dam within three years of the New License
becoming final. Implementation of this measure will include
a canal crossing downstream of the headgate structure, and a
parking area with space for 5 to 7 vehicles south of the canal
near the structure. Roads and the parking area will be
graveled. Fencing in the area will be reconfigured to allow
development of the parking lot, access to the canal crossing,
and access to the maintenance road (see Section 3.13 SA).
All other fencing will remain. Site opening and closing times
will be posted and PacifiCorp will close the site each night.
Article
411 (1)

SA 3.4
Article
411 (c)

Kayak & Canoe Access to Impoundment above diversion
dam. A car-top access facility for the impoundment adjacent
to the parking area for the proposed south shore access trail or
the reasons why such a facility is not warranted.
PacifiCorp interpretation of this condition: ability to access
the shore for kayak and canoe put in or take out upstream of
the orange buoys and cable. Parking will be shared with
South Shore Access SA 3.2.
Kearney Rapids Boat Launch. Within three years of the New
License becoming final, PacifiCorp will improve Kearney
Rapids boat launch by extending the end of the paved launch
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Action
Measure Description
Ref. No.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
ramp to a depth deemed appropriate by PacifiCorp, in
consultation with FWP, to facilitate kayak, canoe and other
small motorized watercraft launching below the mean low
waterline. If, in consultation with FWP and NPS, PacifiCorp
determines that it is feasible, based on available space,
PacifiCorp will provide one parking stall consistent with the
Americans with Disabilities Act at the boat ramp and sign it
appropriately. PacifiCorp will provide a graveled parking lot
suitable for five vehicles with trailers in a developed parking
area on the north side of the reservoir within three years of the
New License becoming final. Upon completion of the
parking area, PacifiCorp will post adjacent to the parking lot
an orientation map of Project recreation facilities. PacifiCorp
will expand the parking area if peak weekend use by boatramp users routinely exceeds 100 percent of parking area
capacity; provided that the gravel parking lot will not exceed
spaces for 10 to 15 vehicles with trailers. Monitoring
protocols and expansion triggers will be developed
collaboratively and set forth in the RRMP.

Est. Cost

Timing

Report,
pages 1-8,
Exhibit B

PacifiCorp proposes in this RRMP to develop initial parking
capacity to 10 cars and to not perform use monitoring.
SA 3.5
Article
411 (d)

Pacific Park. PacifiCorp will develop a parking area suitable
for 5 to 10 vehicles, depending on available space, will gravel
the road and parking surface, and will close the steep portion
of the loop road at Pacific Park within five years of the New
License becoming final. Other potential improvements, such
as additional picnic tables, barbeque stands, fire rings, and
group picnic shelter, will be evaluated during the
development of the RRMP. A schedule for implementation
will be established after successful efforts to control the
current level of undesirable behavior.

Refer to
Final
Construction
Report,
pages 9-16,
Exhibit B

Completed:
Sept. 2008

PacifiCorp must meet current ADAAG requirements during
the redevelopment of this facility. This requires upgrade to
an accessible vault toilet as part of the renovation project to
be complete before July 25, 2008. $25k is included in the
estimate.
SA 3.7

Sliter Park Host Site. If PacifiCorp determines that it is
feasible, based on the availability of space and public utilities
and as set forth in the RRMP, PacifiCorp will install an RV
site, including utilities and sewer suitable for a single RV unit
for a park host, in a location to be determined in the RRMP.

Refer to
Final
Construction
Report
pages 1-8,
Exhibit B

Completed:
May 2007

SA 3.8
Article
411 (e)

Use of Grass and Riverbank Area downstream from the
Powerhouse. Within eighteen months of the New License
becoming final, PacifiCorp will relocate the outer Project gate
and fencing to allow non-motorized public access to the grass
area and riverbank between the outer and inner gates along

Refer to
Final
Construction
Report,
pages 1-8,

Completed:
May 2007

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Action
Measure Description
Ref. No.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
the powerhouse road for public recreation purposes.
SA 3.10

Toilets. PacifiCorp will provide a portable toilet year-round
along the Swan River Nature Trail upon the New License
becoming final. A permanent vault toilet will be installed east
of the midpoint gate within five years of the New License
becoming final.

SA
3.13.2

Existing Maintenance Road. Concurrent with completion of
the south shore access below the dam in accordance with
Section 3.2 (SA) above, PacifiCorp will remove gates and
fencing along an existing maintenance road which is located
on PacifiCorp lands beginning below the dam, running across
the south side of the canal, and ending at Pacific Park, and
which is identified as “Existing Maintenance Road” in Exhibit
4 to this Agreement (SA).

Est. Cost

Timing

Exhibit B
Refer to
Final
Construction
Report,
pages 9-16,
Exhibit B
Refer to
Final
Construction
Report,
pages 1-8,
Exhibit B

Permanent
vault toilet
completed:
Sept. 2008

Refer to
Final
Construction
Reports,
pages 1-16,
Exhibit B

Bear
Resistant
Trash
Receptacles
were
implemented
during each
recreation site
improvement
project.

Est. Cost

Timing

$4,000

Life of
License

South Shore Access. Maintain per standards in Exhibit E.
Operating hours per Table 1.
Kearney Rapids Launch and Parking. Maintain per standards
in Exhibit E. Operating hours per Table 1.

$4,000

Life of
License
Life of
License

Swan River Nature Trail. During the lease period, PacifiCorp
will perform the following maintenance activities on the
portion of the Swan River Nature Trail that is on PacifiCorp

$2,500

Completed:
May 2007

PacifiCorp- This is to allow non-motorized public access
between the South Shore Access and Pacific Park making a
loop trail with the primitive shoreline trail. This section can
also function as a bypass for non-motorized recreation use
along the highway shoulder.
Article
411 (2)

Bear Resistant Trash Cans. [Install] Bear-resistant trash
receptacles, to be emptied at least twice a week from May
through October, at all recreation facilities within the project
boundary.
PacifiCorp interpretation of this condition: Install bear
resistant trash receptacles at the following locations: Pacific
Park, South Shore Access, Kearney Rapids Boat Launch, east
trailhead Swan River Nature Trail and mid-point vault toilet
on Swan River Nature Trail.

Action
Measure Description
Ref.
No.
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE
Pacific Park. Maintain per standards in Exhibit E. Operating
hours per Table 1.

SA 3.6

$500

Life of
License
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Action
Measure Description
Ref.
No.
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE
lands and included in the Leased Property: 1) grade, gravel
and compact the trail as necessary and not more frequently
than once annually to help provide a surface relatively free of
standing water and potholes; 2) maintain ditches and culverts
to minimize standing water and water flow across the Nature
Trail; remove fallen trees across the Nature Trail; and 4)
provide periodic litter pick-up.

Est. Cost

Timing

$600

Life of
License

Included in
project
O&M.

Life of
License

PacifiCorp - Operating hours per Table 1.
SA
3.13.1
Article
411 (h)

Existing Primitive Trail. Basic maintenance will include
removing fallen trees which impede walking and periodic
litter control.
PacifiCorp – This is the existing trail on the south shore of the
bypass reach. See Exhibit E for recommended frequency of
maintenance. Operating hours per Table 1.

SA
3.13.2

Existing Maintenance Road. PacifiCorp will allow use of and
will maintain the existing maintenance road on PacifiCorp
lands for non-motorized public recreation. Maintenance will
include removing fallen trees which block non-motorized
access to all or part of the trail, and periodic litter control.
PacifiCorp – This is the road south of the canal that connects
the proposed South Shore Access to Pacific Park. See Exhibit
E for recommended frequency of maintenance. Operating
hours per Table 1.

Action
Measure Description
Est. Cost
Ref.
No.
RRMP DEVELOPMENT DIRECTIONS FROM THE SA AND LICENSE
$15,000
SA 3.1
Recreation Resource Management Plan. PacifiCorp will
Article
develop a Recreation Resource Management Plan (“RRMP”)
411
in consultation with the Parties, to be implemented upon the
New License becoming final. The RRMP will set forth the
location of and maintenance standards for the park, trail and
recreation facilities. Opening and closing times will be stated.
Also included will be schematic designs and implementation
time lines for the recreation resource measures provided in
this Agreement.

Article
411 (4),
(5) &
(6)

Recreation Resource Management Plan.
(4) Detailed designs for each individual recreation facilities
and a map showing the location of all recreation facilities
including: (a) restrooms, (b) picnic tables, (c) parking areas,
(d) safety fencing, (e) informational and safety signs, and (f)
site-specific erosion control plans where ground disturbance

See
preceding
row.

Timing

Completed:
June 18, 2004
12-Year
RRMP
Revision
Completed:
Oct. 30, 2015

Completed
June 18, 2004

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Action
Measure Description
Est. Cost
Ref.
No.
RRMP DEVELOPMENT DIRECTIONS FROM THE SA AND LICENSE
is proposed.

Timing

(5) a narrative statement on how the needs of the disabled
were considered in the planning and design of each reactions
facility.
(6) a schedule for filing recreation monitoring reports with the
Settlement Agreement signatory parties, FWS and the
Commission. The Settlement Agreement signatory parties
include: National Park Service, Montana Fish Wildlife and
Parks, Bigfork Chamber of Commerce, Bigfork Development
Company, American Whitewater, Flathead Whitewater
Association, Flathead Lakers, and Bigfork Whitewater
Association.
The licensee shall prepare the RRMP in consultation with the
Settlement Agreement signatory parties and Fish and Wildlife
Service. The licensee shall include with the plan
documentation of consultation, copies of comments and
recommendations on the completed plan after it has been
prepared and provided to the Settlement Agreement signatory
parties and FWS, and specific descriptions of how the
comments of the consulted entities are accommodated by the
plan. The licensee shall allow a minimum of 30 days for the
Settlement Agreement signatory parties and Fish and Wildlife
Service to comment and to make recommendations prior to
filling the plan with the Commission for approval. If the
licensee does not adopt a recommendation, the filing shall
include the licensee’s reasons, based on project specific
information.

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

EXHIBIT B:

As-built Site Plans and Final Construction Reports
Sheet 1:

Pacific Park As-built

Sheets 2-3:

South Shore Boater Put In As-builts

Sheet 4:

Kearney Rapids Boat Launch Improvement As-built

Sheet 5:

Sliter Park Host Site Improvement As-built

Sheets 6-11: Recreation Enhancements Typical Section Sheets
Page 1-8:

Final Construction Report:
South Shore Boater, Car Top Boater, Kearney Rapids and Sliter Host site:
May 2007

Page 9-16:

Final Construction Report:
Pacific Park Improvements and Swan River Nature Trail vault toilet:
Oct. 2008
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PacifiCorp
Bigfork Hydroelectric Project
FERC No. 2652
Bigfork, MT.
Recreation Enhancement Projects
2006-2007

Final Construction Report
Prepared for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
May 30, 2007

1. General:
This project provided for the design, permitting and construction of four recreation
enhancements required by FERC license article 411 that are identified in the associated
Final Recreation Resource Management Plan (RRMP) dated June 18, 2004 and have been
constructed in partial fulfillment of the agreements made in the Settlement Agreement
(SA) dated November 7, 2002 concerning recreation resources. The four recreation
enhancements are the following:
 South River Shore Boater Put-In
RRMP, Section 3.1.4.2
SA. Section 3.2
 Car Top Boater Access to Reservoir RRMP, Section 3.1.4.2
SA. Section 3.1
 Kearney Rapids Boat Launch
RRMP, Section 3.1.4.3
SA. Section 3.4
 Sliter Park Host Site
RRMP, Exhibit A
SA. Section 3.7

2. Status of Construction:
Project construction was completed on May 21, 2007 in time for the annual white water
festival hosted by the community of Bigfork. Following project permitting and FERC
approval, on-site construction commenced in October 2006. Construction was
temporarily stopped by winter weather in November 2006 and resumed in March 2007.
3. Construction Difficulties:
There was some un-anticipated additional work performed which was primarily associated
with the Sliter Park RV Host Site. Bedrock excavation was found to be quite extensive in
order to install the necessary utilities to the host site. Additionally, it was found that the
city of Bigfork required a separate water line and meter to be run from Bridge Street rather
than permitting a tie-in to the existing water service associated with the adjacent
powerhouse.
4. Contract Status:
The following is a list of firms that participated in the project:
 Roscoe Steel & Culvert Co. – Missoula, MT. – Supplier of the steel pedestrian bridge.
 Sandry Construction Co. – Bigfork, MT.- General construction contractor.
 Oasis Environmental Inc. – Bigfork, MT. - Principle design consultant
 Robert Peccia and Associates – Kalispell, MT. –Design engineer
 Signs Now – Kalispell, MT. – Fabricator of new recreation signs

5. Critical Events & Dates:
 October 18, 2006 – FERC letter authorizing the project.
 October 23, 2006 – Construction starts at the south shore access site.
 November 29, 2006 – Construction stopped due to winter weather. About 60% complete.
 March 26, 2007 – Construction resumes.
 May 21, 2007 – Project construction complete

6. Reservoir Filling:
This project did not affect reservoir or power canal operations.

7. Foundations:
Concrete abutment foundations were constructed for the pedestrian bridge associated with
the south shore river access facility. The bridge is structurally separate from the concrete
flume it crosses. No other foundations were constructed for this project.
8. Sources of Major Construction Material:
All construction materials were procured locally in the Bigfork/Kalispell, MT. area by the
general contractor.
9. Materials Testing & Results:
Materials used on the project conformed to the requirements of the project technical
specifications. No material testing was necessary, however professional construction
monitoring was conducted.
10. Instrumentation:
Instrumentation was not part of this project.
11. Photographs:
Photographs of the before and after project conditions and facilities are contained in
Appendix 1.

12. Erosion Control & Other Environmental Measures:
 Prior to starting construction erosion control measures were deployed and included the
use of silt fencing and wattles. Additionally, ground disturbance was minimized, soil
fill was well compacted at the time of placement, and surfaces were sloped for
controlled drainage. During construction these measures were monitored and adjusted
as necessary to prevent erosion and introduction of soils into the adjacent river and
reservoir. Re-vegetation has been installed to all disturbed areas and is currently
growing and maturing.

13. Other Items of Interest:
 Project Costs: The following is a high level summary of project direct costs for these
four Bigfork recreation enhancements:
Design & Construction Professional Services
$ 42,000
Permitting & Fees
$ 17,000
Company Labor and Expenses
$ 15,000
Procurement & Construction
$ 163,000
Total Direct Costs
$ 237,000


Project Permitting: In addition to Commission approval of the project by letter dated
October 18, 2006, the following additional permitting requirements were met:
- Montana DEQ – 318 Permit Authorization
- Montana Historical Society – approval letter dated September 11,2006
- Flathead Conservation District – 310 Permit Authorization
- Department of the Army – Letter dated August 13, 2006 indicating that no 404
permit required.



Kearney Rapid Boat Launch Design: The boat ramp was reconstructed as shown on
the approved and permitted drawings. The plans excluded the placement of flexible
concrete planks below the river high water line that had previously been shown
conceptually on Sheet 6 of Exhibit B of the RRMP. These concrete planks were not
included in the design based on the following technical and economic reasons as well
as on discussions with the Mr. Rumsey of Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, (MFWP).
1. Concerns about the concrete planks being undermined during spring flows
2. MFWP discouraged placing concrete below the high water mark (indicated
during the 310 permit site visit on 8/10/06)
3. The concrete planks would have further reduced the shallow water depth
making launching difficult or would have required to be dug into the river
bottom at considerable expense and environmental disturbance.
4. The cost of the concrete planks was high.
5. During earlier relicensing consultations, the intent was for the ramp to be
repaired and improved without changing its "rustic" and small boat nature.

14. Drawings & Appendices:
 Drawings - Revised FERC Exhibit F Drawings will be prepared and submitted to the
Commission by August 21, 2007, which is 90 days following construction
completion.
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Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2006-2007 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Pre-Existing Conditions
Kearney Boat Ramp (top)

Sliter Park Host RV Pad Site (bottom)

1

Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2006-2007 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Pre-Existing Conditions
South Shore River & Reservoir Access
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Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2006-2007 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Recreation Enhancements
Kearney Boat Ramp (top)

Sliter Park Host RV Pad (bottom)

3

Bear River Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 20
Cove Development Decommissioning

Recreation Enhancements
South Shore River Access;
(top left –clockwise) Launch site, new pedestrian bridge, parking lot & trails, bear resistant trash can
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PacifiCorp
Bigfork Hydroelectric Project
FERC No. 2652
Bigfork, MT.
Recreation Enhancement Projects
2008

Final Construction Report
Prepared for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
November 24, 2008

1. General:
This project provided for the design, permitting and construction of 2008 improvements to
the existing Pacific Park and for the construction of a permanent vault toilet along the
Swan River Nature Trail. These enhancements are requirements of FERC license article
411, the associated Final Recreation Resource Management Plan (RRMP) dated June 18,
2004, and the referenced Settlement Agreement (SA) dated November 7, 2002 concerning
recreation resources. The 2008 recreation enhancements are the following:
 Pacific Park
RRMP, Section 3.1.4.1
SA. Section 3.5
 Swan River Trail Vault Toilet
RRMP, Section 3.5.2
SA. Section 3.10
2. Status of Construction:
Project construction was completed by the end of September 2008. Procurement of goods
and services commenced in February 2008 and included engineering and construction
services and purchase of picnic tables, BBQs, and the pre-engineered vault toilets.
3. Construction Difficulties:
The late spring snow in this part of Montana delayed performing the ground survey
necessary for the engineering design. This, in turn, delayed permitting and construction.
Subsequently, a logistical delay occurred with the delivery of the pre-manufactured vault
toilets for both Pacific Park and the Swan River Nature Trail. As a result, PacifiCorp
requested and FERC approved a compliance time extension to complete construction by
September 25, 2008.
4. Contract Status:
The following is a list of firms that participated in the project:
 Sandry Construction Co. – Bigfork, MT.- General construction contractor.
 Robert Peccia and Associates – Kalispell, MT. –Design engineer
 Signs Now – Kalispell, MT. – Fabricator of new recreation signs
 CXT Inc. – Spokane, WA. – Furnished pre-engineered and fabricated vault toilets.
 Flathead Concrete Products – Kalispell, MT. – Furnished concrete picnic tables
 Furniture Leisure – Online web-site – purchases of BBQs and fire rings.

5. Critical Events & Dates:
 March 10, 2008 – Filed applications for state and county septic permits.
 March 18, 2008 – Hired Robert Peccia & Assoc. for engineering and design services.
 April 7, 2008 – Received state and county septic permits
 May 23, 2008 – Provided FERC-PRO plans and specifications for review and approval.
 June 13, 2008 – File request for compliance time extension with FERC
 August 5, 2008 – Received internal email that FERC would not review project since it is
not “DSI” related.
 August 18, 2008 – Contractor starts construction.
 August 19, 2008 –FERC approves compliance time extension to September 25, 2008.
 September 15, 2008 – Swan River Trail vault toilet complete.
 September 25, 2008 – Pacific Park construction complete except for punch list items.
 October 9, 2008 – Contractor demobilizes from site.

6. Reservoir Filling:
This project did not affect reservoir or power canal operations.
7. Foundations:
The foundations for the pre-fabricated vault toilets consisted of the integral concrete,
below grade, vaults upon which the above grade structure rests. New concrete
foundations were also constructed for the new steel stairs at Pacific Park leading to the
river.
8. Sources of Major Construction Material:
All construction materials were procured locally in the Bigfork/Kalispell, MT. area by the
general contractor. Products called for in the design were procured from the firms listed
in Item No. 4 above.
9. Materials Testing & Results:
Materials used on the project conformed to the requirements of the project technical
specifications. No material testing was necessary; however professional construction
monitoring was conducted by the project engineer.
10. Instrumentation:
Instrumentation was not part of this project.
11. Photographs:
Photographs of the before and after project conditions and facilities are contained in
Appendix 1.

12. Erosion Control & Other Environmental Measures:
Prior to starting construction erosion control measures were deployed and included the use of
silt fencing, water stops and grading. Additionally, ground disturbance was minimized, soil
was compacted at the time of placement, and surfaces were sloped for controlled drainage.
During construction these measures were monitored and adjusted as necessary to prevent
erosion. All disturbed areas have been re-vegetated to reduce long term erosion. The silt
fencing has been left in place until vegetation matures.
13. Other Items of Interest:
 Project Costs: The following is a high level summary of project direct costs for the
two 2008 Bigfork recreation enhancements:
1. Pacific Park Enhancements
Design & Construction Professional Services
$ 13,500
Permitting & Fees
$
400
Company Labor and Expenses
$ 10,000
Procurement & Construction
$ 123,500
Total Direct Costs
$ 147,400 Pacific Park
2. Swan River Nature Trail – Vault Toilet
Procure & Install
Permitting & Fees
Total Direct Costs

$ 26,000
$
400
$ 26,400 S.R.Trail Toilet

14. Drawings & Appendix:
 Drawings - Revised FERC Exhibit F Drawings have been prepared and will be
submitted to the Commission under separate cover by December 1, 2008.
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Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2008 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Pacific Park Enhancements
Signage, ADA tables, ADA Toilet, BBQs, Fire Rings, Bear Proof Trash Can

1

Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2008 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Pacific Park Enhancements
Before Photos Above; After Photos Below. Stair Access To River
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Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2008 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Pacific Park Enhancements
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Bigfork Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2652
2008 Recreation Enhancement Projects

Swan River Nature Trail – New Toilet
Top Left : Temporary Portable Replaced
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EXHIBIT C

Settlement Agreement for Recreation Resources

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

EXHIBIT D

FERC License Terms and Conditions

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Bigfork License – July 25, 2003

Article 411. Within 1 year from the date of this license, the licensee shall file, for Commission approval,
a Recreation Resource Management Plan (RRMP) which includes measures identified in the licensee's
Settlement Agreement filed November 12, 2002 (SA), as outlined below. The RRMP shall contain
specific provisions for: (a) access to the bypassed reach (3.2); (b) a minimum flow and other support
for the annual Bigfork Whitewater Festival (3.3); (c) improvements to the Kearney Rapids boat launch
(3.4); (d) improvements to Pacific Park (3.5); (e) a boater take out/access area near the powerhouse
(3.8); (f) provisions for others to propose and fund recreation improvements on project lands (3.9); (g)
a whitewater boating feasibility study for the bypassed reach (3.11); and (h) new trails along the south
shore of the bypassed reach (3.13). Nothing in the RRMP shall prohibit PacifiCorp from granting
special use permits for recreation or community programs that do not conflict with the SA (3.14).
The RRMP shall also contain specific provisions to implement the following additional recreation
resource measures:
(1) a car-top boat access facility for the impoundment adjacent to the parking area for the
proposed south shore access trail or the reasons why such a facility is not warranted;
(2) bear-resistant trash receptacles, to be emptied at least twice a week from May through
October, at all recreation facilities within the project boundary;
(3) an educational pamphlet developed in consultation with the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks (MFWP) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) on the importance of using bear-resistant
trash receptacles and steps to avoid human-grizzly bear conflicts at all recreation facilities within the
project boundary;
(4) detailed designs for each individual recreation facility and a map showing the location of all
recreation facilities including: (a) restrooms, (b) picnic tables, (c) parking areas, (d) safety fencing, (e)
informational and safety signs, and (f) site-specific erosion control plans where ground disturbance is
proposed;
(5) a narrative statement on how the needs of the disabled were considered in the planning and
design of each recreation facility; and
(6) a schedule for filing recreation monitoring reports with the Settlement Agreement signatory
parties, FWS, and the Commission. The Settlement Agreement signatory parties include: National
Park Service, MFWP, Bigfork Chamber of Commerce, Bigfork Development Company, American
Whitewater, Flathead Whitewater Association, Flathead Lakers, and Bigfork Whitewater Association.

The RRMP shall also contain the following specific provisions needed to implement a
whitewater boating feasibility study:
(7) the minimum and optimal boating flows, optimal whitewater release days (most likely either
Wednesday, Saturday, or Sunday), and the methodology for determining the above;
(8) a study (including the methodology) to determine any effects of whitewater flows on: (a)
water temperatures in the bypassed reach (coordinated with the water quality monitoring plan required
by Article 404); and (b) fish stranding in the bypassed reach;
(9) an evaluation of the physical ability of the project to ramp flows, and the energy and
revenue forgone under different flow release regimes; and
(10) a schedule for submitting a report documenting the results of the whitewater boating
feasibility study to the Settlement Agreement signatory parties and FWS for review and comment and a
schedule for filing a final report for Commission approval. The final report shall recommend final
whitewater flows and release days.
The licensee shall prepare the RRMP in consultation with the Settlement Agreement signatory
parties and FWS. The licensee shall include with the plan documentation of consultation, copies of
comments and recommendations on the completed plan after it has been prepared and provided to the
Settlement Agreement signatory parties and FWS, and specific descriptions of how the comments of the
consulted entities are accommodated by the plan. The licensee shall allow a minimum of 30 days for the
Settlement Agreement signatory parties and FWS to comment and to make recommendations prior to
filing the plan with the Commission for approval. If the licensee does not adopt a recommendation, the
filing shall include the licensee's reasons, based on project-specific information.
The Commission reserves the right to require changes to the plan. The plan shall not be
implemented until the licensee is notified by the Commission that the plan is approved. Upon
Commission approval, the licensee shall implement the plan, including any changes required by the
Commission.

EXHIBIT E

Recreation Developed Facility Site Maintenance Standards/Frequency

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Page 1

Recommended Park Maintenance Standards and Frequency Table
Maintenance Standard
Trails and Footpaths: including
paved bicycle and footpaths, and
surfaced hiking, interpretive, horse
and mountain bike trails. Surfaces
may be A-C, concrete, gravel, wood
chip or native soil. Surfaces are to be
in good condition without potholes,
cracks or heaves, mudholes or weeds,
including tree roots. Footbridges are
to be sound, stringers and decking are
to be rot-free. Areas are to be free of
overhanging brush; adequate sight
distance is to be maintained.
Marinas, Boat Docks, Swim Floats
Fishing Piers and Swim Buoys:
Decking and shoreline connection
points are sound. Cleats, buoys and
markers are visible and correctly
located. Underwater and on-shore
hazards, litter and unwanted
vegetation are removed.

Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Monthly: Inspect all areas; remove
overhanging vegetation; correct minor
surface deficiencies, schedule major
repair needs such as overlay, grading
or resurfacing. During season of
operation inspect immediately after
server weather events.

Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Moderate Development
Quarterly: Inspect all areas; remove
overhanging vegetation; correct minor
surface deficiencies; schedule major
repair needs such as overlay, grading
or resurfacing. During season of
operation inspect immediately after
severe weather events.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Annually: Inspect all areas; remove
overhanging vegetation; correct minor
surface deficiencies; schedule major
repair needs such as grading or
resurfacing. During season of
operation inspect immediately after
severe weather events.

Bi-Weekly (minimum in season):
Inspect all areas; immediately correct
or report all deficiencies and hazards.
Inspect immediately following severe
weather or high water events. Pre
and Post Season: When swim buoys
are out of water inspect for cracked
plastic, sharp edges, frayed cables or
exposed cable ends. Clean buoys of
accumulated algae when they are out
of the water.

Bi-Weekly (minimum in season):
Inspect all areas; immediately correct
or report all deficiencies and hazards.
Inspect immediately following severe
weather or high water events. Pre
and Post Season: When swim buoys
are out of water inspect for cracked
plastic, sharp edges, frayed cables or
exposed cable ends. Clean buoys of
accumulated algae when they are out
of the water.

Not Applicable

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Boat Launch Ramps: Surface may
be A-C, concrete or gravel. Surfaces
are to be in good condition without
potholes, cracks or heaves. Ramps
are to be kept free of debris. Areas are
to be free of overhanging brush;
adequate sight distance is to be
maintained.

Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Daily (in season): Inspect boat
launches and remove debris.
Immediately correct or report all
deficiencies and hazards.
Weekly (off-season): Inspect boat
launches and remove debris.

Page 2
Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Moderate Development
Bi-Weekly (in season): Inspect boat
launches and remove debris.
Immediately correct or report all
deficiencies and hazards.
Weekly (off-season): Inspect boat
launches and remove debris.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Bi-Weekly (in season): Inspect boat
launches and remove debris.
Immediately correct or report all
deficiencies and hazards.
Weekly (off-season): Inspect boat
launches and remove debris.

Playground Equipment: All
playground equipment is to be
maintained in accordance with the
standards set forth in the “Handbook
for Public Playground Safety,” U.S.
Consumer Product Safety
Commission, Washington, D.C.
20207.

Weekly (minimum in season):
inspect to insure compliance and user
safety. Immediately replace or
remove any substandard components.

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Signs: Signs should be clean, legible
and damage-free; signposts should be
straight. All vehicle signs should be
in conformance with the Manual for
Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD).

Weekly: inspect signs. Replace signs
with are missing or damaged within
three days (in season, five days offseason). Traffic control signs must be
replaced immediately.

Weekly: inspect signs. Replace signs
with are missing or damaged within
five days (in season, ten days offseason). Traffic control signs must be
replaced immediately.

Monthly: inspect signs. Replace
missing or damaged signs within five
days (in season, ten days off-season).
Traffic controls signs must be
replaced immediately.

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Turf Areas: All turf and grass areas
should be healthy and vigorous.
Specific treatments such as irrigation,
verti-slicing, fertilization, and
pesticide application should be
undertaken when necessary and
appropriate. If parks are open, entry
points to areas receiving fertilizer and
pesticide applications will posted for
an appropriate time before, during
and after the treatment.
Other Facilities and Activities:
including maintenance services, camp
host sites, barrier-free campsites,
areas of primary protection for
cultural and natural resources and
hazard trees. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Page 3
Recommended Frequency for
Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Areas of Moderate Development
Intensely managed turf areas should
Grass within 50 feet of a building and
in campsites should be mowed when
be kept to moderates size around
its height exceeds 4”. Roadsides
public buildings. Mowing should be
should be mowed when grass exceeds
sufficient to keep lawns looking neat
6” in height. Fields and open area
and trim (about weekly during the
meadows should be mowed when
growing season). Irrigation and
grass exceeds 12” in height. This
fertilization are appropriate. Grass in
campsites and along roadsides should standard does not apply to habitat
be mowed when its height exceeds 4”. areas

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Roadsides should be mowed when
grass exceeds 6” in high. Fields and
rough grass areas should be mowed
when grass exceeds 12” in height.
This standard does not apply to
habitat areas.

Weekly: inspect camp host sites and
barrier free camps sites. Check
boundaries of resource protection
areas. Monthly: inspect service
contracts (like refuse hauling and
firewood delivery). Annually: inspect
hazard trees.

Weekly: inspect camp host sites and
barrier free camps sites. Monthly:
inspect service contracts (like refuse
hauling and firewood delivery).
Check boundaries of resource
protection areas. Annually: inspect
hazard trees.

Annually: Check boundaries of
resource protection areas, inspect
hazard trees.

Natural Occurrences: including
snow, heavy rain, wind and floods.
Public and employee safety is
established immediately.

Inspect park areas as soon as possible
after the occurrence. Items needing
repair are corrected immediately or
reported for scheduling.

Inspect park areas as soon as possible
after the occurrence. Items needing
repair are corrected immediately or
reported for scheduling.

Inspect park areas as soon as possible
after the occurrence. Items needing
repair are corrected immediately or
reported for scheduling.

Garbage/Litter Collection: All park
areas are litter-free. Garbage cans are
routinely emptied kept in good
condition and free from odors.

Litter is removed from open spaces,
camp and picnic sites, trails, footpaths
and parking areas as soon as it is seen.
Garbage can liners are removed as
soon as they are full, and are replaced
with new liners.

Litter is removed from open spaces,
camp and picnic sites, trails, footpaths
and parking areas as soon as it is seen.
Garbage can liners are removed as
soon as they are full, and are replaced
with new liners.

Litter is removed from open spaces,
camp and picnic sites, trails, footpaths
and parking areas as soon as it is seen.
Garbage can liners are removed as
soon as they are full, and are replaced
with new liners.

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Camp/Picnic Site Tables: inspect for
cleanliness and safety. Tables should
be sturdy, clean, free from splinters,
food debris and graffiti.
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Recommended Frequency for
Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Areas of Moderate Development
Weekly (minimum in season) or
Monthly (minimum in season) or
when dirty: wash picnic tables. Sand when dirty: wash picnic tables. Sand
rough spots, tighten loose bolts and
rough spots, tighten loose bolts and
replace damaged boards immediately. replace damaged boards immediately.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Bi-Monthly (minimum in season) or
when dirty: wash picnic tables. Sand
rough spots, tighten loose bolts and
replace damaged boards immediately.

Camp/Picnic Site Fireplaces:
inspect for cleanliness and safety.
Fireplaces should be free of unburned
litter; grates should be intact, hinges
working properly.

Daily (minimum in season): remove
litter form fireplaces. Remove cold
ashes when fireplace is over ½ full.

Weekly (minimum in season):
remove litter form fireplaces. Remove
cold ashes when fireplace is over ½
full.

Weekly (minimum in season):
remove litter form fireplaces. Remove
cold ashes when fireplace is over ½
full.

Potable Water Systems: including
wells, treatment plants, lines, and
pressure systems. All potable water
systems must meet the requirements
for federal and state safe drinking
water. Each potable water system
must be operated according to the
specifications, standards and design
features of the particular system.

Daily (or as required): monitor
treatment plants and perform required
tests. Prepare and submit reports as
required. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Daily (or as required): monitor
treatment plants and perform required
tests. Prepare and submit reports as
required. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Not Applicable

Potable Water Hydrants: inspect for
cleanliness and operation. Faucets
should turn on and off easily and
should not leak. No litter, food debris
nor vegetation should accumulate
around the base. The base drain
should take a full flow of water from
the faucet.

Weekly: Turn on faucet to check
operation and base drainage. Remove
litter, debris and weeds from base.
Repair faucet and drainage as needed.
Items needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Monthly: Turn on faucet to check
operation and base drainage. Remove
litter, debris and weeds from base.
Repair faucet and drainage as needed.
Items needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Not Applicable

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Sewage Treatment Systems:
including septic tanks and drainfields,
lift stations and pressure lines. All
sewage treatment systems must meet
state and federal guidelines. People
who manage waste treatment plants
must meet required state licensing and
continuing education requirements.
Each treatment system must be
operated according to the
specifications, standards and design
features of the particular system.
Sink Waste Disposals: inspect for
cleanliness and operation. Disposals
should take a full flow of water. The
disposal screen, base and area should
be free of food debris, litter and
vegetation. The disposal should be
properly signed.

Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Daily (or as required): monitor
treatment systems and perform
required tests. Prepare and submit
reports as required. Items needing
repair are corrected immediately or
reported for scheduling.
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Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Moderate Development
Daily (or as required): monitor
treatment plants and perform required
tests. Prepare and submit reports as
required. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Daily: Pour a 2-gallon bucket of
water into each disposal. Wash screen
and disposal base daily. Remove
litter, sticks and debris. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Alternate days: Pour a 2-gallon
bucket of water into each disposal.
Wash screen and disposal base daily.
Remove litter, sticks and debris.
Items needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Not Applicable

Not Applicable

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Restroom/Shower Buildings:
including pit and vault toilets,
showers and restrooms inside other
public and non-public buildings.
Structures and fixtures are maintained
in good repair, in clean and sanitary
condition at all times. Items needing
repair are corrected immediately or
reported for scheduling.

Buildings: including restrooms,
amphitheaters, interpretive displays,
picnic shelters, RV dump stations,
firewood shelters. Structures and
associated fixtures are maintained in
good repair, in safe, clean and
sanitary condition at all times. All
buildings receive an annual structural
maintenance inspection. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.
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Recommended Frequency for
Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Areas of Moderate Development
Three times per week: Inspect
Daily: Inspect building and fixtures
building and fixtures for repair needs;
for repair needs; sweep floors,
sweep floors, dispose of floor
dispose of floor sweepings in waste
sweepings in waste containers; mop
containers; mop floors with
floors with disinfectant solution;
disinfectant solution; clean sinks,
clean sinks, urinals, toilets, mirrors,
urinals, toilets, mirrors, counters and
counters and shower stall walls with
shower stall walls with disinfectant
disinfectant solution, use scouring
solution, use scouring powder when
powder when necessary; dry sinks
necessary; dry sinks and toilet seats;
and toilet seats; empty waste
empty waste containers. Weekly:
wash restroom and shower walls with containers. Alternate Weeks: wash
restroom walls with disinfectant; open
disinfectant; scrub shower walls to
prevent soap scum build-up; open and and clean floor drains; clean the pipe
chase and inventory maintenance
clean floor drains; clean the pipe
supplies. As required: replace light
chase and inventory maintenance
bulbs, replace paper products; remove
supplies. As required: replace light
bulbs, replace paper products; remove spider webs and mud swallow nests;
inspect and clean eave troughs.
spider webs and mud swallow nests;
inspect and clean eave troughs.
Daily: Inspect buildings and fixtures
for repair needs; sweep or vacuum
floors; clean sinks, windows,
counters, seats and displays with
appropriate methods; empty waste
containers. Weekly: mop floors if
appropriate. As required: replace
light bulbs; remove spider webs and
mud swallow nests; inspect and clean
eave troughs.

Daily: Inspect buildings and fixtures
for repair needs; sweep or vacuum
floors; clean sinks, windows,
counters, seats and displays with
appropriate methods; empty waste
containers. Weekly: mop floors if
appropriate. As required: replace
light bulbs; remove spider webs and
mud swallow nests; inspect and clean
eave troughs.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Once per week: Inspect building and
fixtures for repair needs; sweep
floors; mop floors with disinfectant
solution; clean toilets with
disinfectant solution, use scouring
powder when necessary; dry toilet
seats; empty waste containers. Check
capacity of vault toilets during weekly
cleaning. Once per month: wash
restroom walls with disinfectant. As
required: replace paper products;
remove spider webs and mud swallow
nests; inspect and clean eave troughs;
pump vaults as needed or at a
minimum, once per year

Not Applicable

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Registration Stations: including
campground registration booths,
parking fee booths. Structures and
associated fixtures are maintained in
good repair, in safe, clean, operational
condition at all time. All buildings
receive an annual structural
maintenance inspection.
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Recommended Frequency for
Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Areas of Moderate Development
Daily: inspect to insure visitor and
Daily: inspect to insure visitor and
employee safety; lighting and other
employee safety; lighting and other
operational hardware is functioning
operational hardware is functioning
correctly. Items needing repair are
correctly. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.
scheduling.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Not Applicable

Non-public Buildings: including
maintenance shops, pump houses,
storage buildings, park residences.
Building interior and exteriors will be
maintained in a safe, clean condition
at all times. All buildings will receive
an annual structural maintenance
inspection.

Monthly: perform safety and
housekeeping inspection. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Monthly: perform safety and
housekeeping inspection. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Not Applicable

Culverts and Ditches: associated
with park roads, parking lots,
camploops and trails. Culverts and
ditches will be kept open and repaired
so they function as intended.

Yearly Pre-Winter
(September/October): Perform
inspections of culverts and ditches.
After server weather events additional
inspections may be warranted. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Yearly Pre-Winter
(September/October): Perform
inspections of culverts and ditches.
After server weather events additional
inspections may be warranted. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Yearly Pre-Winter
(September/October): Perform
inspections of culverts and ditches.
After server weather events additional
inspections may be warranted. Items
needing repair are corrected
immediately or reported for
scheduling.

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.

May 21, 2003

PACIFICORP RECREATION FACILITY
RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE STANDARDS/FREQUENCY
Maintenance Standard
Paved Areas: including roads,
parking lots, campsite hardstands,
pavement surface may be A-C,
concrete or paver block. Surfaces are
to be in good condition without
potholes, cracks or heaves. Striping is
to be clearly visible. Areas are to be
free of overhanging brush; adequate
sight distance is to be maintained.
Gravel Surfaced Areas: including
roads, parking areas, and campsites.
Surfaces are to be in good condition
without potholes and mudholes. Areas
are to be free of overhanging brush;
adequate sight distance is to be
maintained.
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Recommended Frequency for
Recommended Frequency for
Areas of Intensive Development
Areas of Moderate Development
Quarterly : Inspect paved areas;
Semi Annually: Inspect paved areas;
correct minor repair needs such as
correct minor repair needs such as
potholes; remove debris and
potholes; remove debris and
overhanging brush; schedule major
overhanging brush; schedule major
repair needs such as striping, overlay
repair needs such as striping, overlay
or chip-seal. Items needing repair are
or chip-seal. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.
scheduling.

Quarterly: Inspect all areas; remove
overhanging vegetation; correct minor
surface deficiencies; schedule major
repair needs such as grading or
resurfacing. Inspect immediately after
severe weather events. Items needing
repair are corrected immediately or
reported for scheduling.

Semi Annually: Inspect all areas;
remove overhanging vegetation;
correct minor surface deficiencies;
schedule major repair needs such as
grading or resurfacing. Inspect
immediately after severe weather
events. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Recommended Frequency or Areas
of Minimal Development
Not Applicable

Semi Annually: Inspect all areas;
remove overhanging vegetation;
correct minor surface deficiencies;
schedule major repair needs such as
grading or resurfacing. Inspect
immediately after severe weather
events. Items needing repair are
corrected immediately or reported for
scheduling.

Park Development Classification Table
Park Name
Pacific Park
South Shore Access
Kearney Rapids Boat Launch
Easter Trailhead Swan River Nature
Trail
Swan River Nature Trail
South Shore Primitive Trail

Intensive

Moderate
X

Minimal

X
X
X
X
X

The frequency of maintenance tasks shown above is a recommended level only. The actual frequency needed to maintain the
maintenance standards will vary depending upon site specific variables such as park location, season of the year, number of park
visitors, etc.
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EXHIBIT F

Sliter Park Lease

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

825 NE Multnomah

PACIFIC POWER

Portland. Oregon 97232

A M10AMERlCAN ENERGY HOLDINGS COMPANY

January 23,2007
Jed Fisher, Director of Parks and Recreation
County of Flathead
1257 Willow Glen Drive
Kalispell, MT 59901
RE: Extension of Lease for Sliter Park
Dear Mr. Fisher:
Thank you for your letter dated July 20th requesting renewal of the lease for the Sliter Park site, which expired
on July 30th of 2006. I apologize for the delay in response; a change in personnel resulted in the loss of your
letter. A copy of your letter was forwarded to me by the Bigfork Development Company.
Per your request, we are pleased to offer a renewal of the lease, with update of the term and rental rate. We are
offering a term of five years plus four renewals of 5-years each, for a total of 25 years. I have discussed this
with the Bigfork Development Company, which I understand is contributing to the upkeep of the park, and they
have agreed that the term is acceptable.
Please note that rent for the August 12, 2005 July 31, 2006 rental year will be due upon return of this
document. The rent has increased by CPI from the original lease rate of $100, and is now $212.78 per year.
Future rental payments will be due by each August 1st, and will also be increased by CPI annually.
PacifiCorp would also appreciate a copy of the insurance required in paragraph 8.
Please sign below and return one copy to me for our
free to contact me at 503-813-6221. Thank you.

you have any questions or concerns, please feel

Agent
PacifiCorp Real Estate Management

-VrnrIPrl·"

Flathead County, a political subdivision of the State of Montana, accepts and agrees to an Extension of the
original Lease dated July 30th, 1981 for the site known as Sliter Park. All terms and conditions will remain the
same with the exception of the term and rent. Term of the Extension shall be five years, expiring July 30, 2011.
The County shall have the right to extend the five-year term of the Extension for (4) four additional terms of
five (5) years each, for a total Extension term of no more than twenty-five (25) years, by giving Lessor
written notice not less than sixty (60) days prior to the expiration of each five-year term. Rent for 20052006, due upon execution, is $212.78 per CPI increase.
-?J'---"

By:

2007.

FLATHEAD COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER • 800 S.

DATE

-------

23JAN07
23JAN07

MT 59901

DESCRIPTION
INVOICE #
AMOUNT
---------- -------------------------------------------- ---- ----SLITER LEASE -AUG 12 05 TO JULY 31 06
20070208
$212.78
SLITER LEASE- 5YRS 07/31/06-07/31/1i
20070208
$1063.90

27
59903-0027
93-7082 I 2929

DATE: 09FEB07

FUND: 2210 - PARK

ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY SIX

PAY
TO THE
ORDER
OF

PACIFICORP
ATTN: ANNA KING
825 NE MULTNOMAH STE 1000
PORTLAND OR 97232

FLATHEAD COUNTY WEED/PARKS/RECREATION &
BUILDING MAINTENANCE
1257 Willow Glen - Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 758-5798 OR (406)758-5800
FAX: (406)758-5888
CONRAD ATHLETIC COMPLEX 758-5805

MEMORANDUM

To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

PacifiCorp
Attn: Anna King
Jed S. Fisher
2/7/07
Sliter Lease

Just to let you know that the accompanying check is for the rent/lease of Sliters
for 2005-2006 ($212.78), along with $1063.90 for the next 5 years.
We hope that

meets your approval.

8~

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

ACORD.

DATE (MMIDDIYYYY)

OPID
FLATHS8
02/0S/07
THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS AMATTER OF INFORMATION
ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE
HOLDER. THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AMEND, EXTEND OR
ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES BELOW.

PRODUCER

Western states Ins - Kalispell
POBox 8090
Kalispell MT S9904-1090
Phone:406-7S8-4200 Fax:406-7SS-1189

NAIC#

INSURERS AFFORDING COVERAGE
INSURER A
MACo/JPIA

INSURED

INSURER B
INSURER C

Flathead county
800 S Main street
Kalispell MT 59901

INSURER D
INSURER E

COVERAGES
THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING
ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE MAYBE ISSUED OR
MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS, EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH
POLICIES AGGREGATE LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS
POLICY NUMBER

TYPE OF INSURANCE

LTR NSRC

'

"'D':i-~(ri~r6'ci'rW')t:

'DATE (MMlDDIYY)

LIMITS

GENERAL LIABILITY

B

I--

X

I--

I--

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

tJ

CLAIMS MADE

~

07/01/06

MACOJPIAOO06

07/01/07

OCCUR

EACH OCCURRENCE

$750,000

PREMISES (Ea occursnce)

;:'0':!"''':'::.',:"

$

MED EXP (Anyone person)

$

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

PRODUCTS, COMPIOP AGG

$750,000
$l,SOO,OOO
$1,500,000

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
lEa accident)

$

BODIL Y INJURY
IPer person)

$

BODILY
IPer

$

C

'CLJ

I-GENERAL AGGREGATE

I-GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER

h

POLICY nPRQ.JECT

nLOC

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

I-I--

ANY AUTO
ALL OWNED AUTOS

-

-

SCHEDULED AUTOS
HIRED AUTOS
NON-OWNED AUTOS

-

"."LJr'co

0' av

GARAGE LIABILITY

UAMAC<C

$

'""'1

AUTO ONLY - EA ACCIDENT

~ANYAUTO

!

EXCESSIUMBRELLA LIABILITY
CLAIMS MADE

WOCCUR

X0%"

Hf'J'

$

AGG

$

EACH OCCURRENCE

$

AGGREGATE

$
$

~ DEDUCTIBLE
RETENTION

$

EAACC

$
$

$

ITORY LIMITS I

WORKERS COMPENSATION AND
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY
ANY PROPRIETORIPARTNERlEXECUTIVE
OFFICERIMEIVBER EXCLUDED?
If yes, describe under
SPECIAL PROVISIONS below
OTHER

IV~fi

EL. EACH ACCIDENT

$

EL. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
E L DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

$

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS I LOCATIONS I VEHICLES I EXCLUSIONS ADDED BY ENDORSEMENT I SPECIAL PROVISIONS

CANCELLATION

CERTIFICATE HOLDER
------1
Pacific Power
PacificCorp Real Estate Manage
Anna S King
825 NE Multhnomah
Portland OR 97232
ACORD 25 {2001/081

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE THE EXPIRATION
DAnE THEREOF, THE ISSUING INSURER WILL ENDEAVOR TO MAlL

10

DAYS WRITTEN

NOTICE TO THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER NAMED TO THE LEFT, BUT FAILURE TO DO SO SHALL
IMPOSE NO OBLIGATION OR LIABILITY OF ANY KIND UPON THE INSURER, ITS AGENTS OR
REPRESENTATIVES,

A~~
@ACORD CORPORATION 1988

IMPORTANT

If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must be endorsed. A statement
on this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, sUbject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may
require an endorsement A statement on this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate
holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

DISCLAIMER
The Certificate of Insurance on the reverse side of this form does not constitute a contract between
the issuing insurer(s), authorized representative or producer, and the certificate holder, nor does it
affirmatively or negatively amend, extend or alter the coverage afforded by the policies listed thereon.

ACORD 25 (2001/08)

THE
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
FOR A BETTER BIGFORK

February 15,2011

Robin Moore
PacifiCorp
825 NE Multnomah St., Suite 1700
Portland, Oregon 97232
Via Email

Dear Robin,
The County of Flathead Montana and the Community Foundation For A Better Bigfork
are looking forward to working with you in extending the lease for Bigfork's Sliter Park.
This extension would be for five years, the first of our four, five year extension options.
As we did in January 2007, the CFBB would like to pay for the full five year period in
one payment for ease of administration. Please advise me of what the annual payment is
based on CPI from our last annual lease payment of$212.78 as of August 1,2006.
I thank you and PacifiCorp for you support and commitment to the Bigfork community.

Sincerely,

Paul Mutascio, President

EXHIBIT G

Swan River Nature Trail Easement

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Legal description for recreation easement along Swan River east of Bigfork, Montana
January 15, 2004
That portion of Parcels 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 of Certificate of Survey No. 14208, records of
Flathead County, Montana located in Government Lots 1 and 2 of Section 31 and in Government
Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 9 of Section 32, Township 27 North, Range 19 West, Principal Meridian,
Flathead County, Montana generally described as being bounded on the west by the westerly
boundary of said Government Lot 2 of said Section 31, bounded on the north by the northerly
edge of the gravelled, travelled way of the abandoned Bigfork Canyon Road that crosses said
Government Lots 1 and 2 of said Section 31 and said Government Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 9 of said
Section 32, bounded on the east by Swan River Road, a 60.00 foot declared county road, and that
State of Montana Highway Easement recorded in Reception No. 1997-090-08150, records of
Flathead County, Montana, in said Government Lot 9 of said Section 32, and bounded on the
south by the high water mark of the Swan River, more particularly described as follows:
Commencing at the northwest corner of Government Lot 2, Section 31, Township 27 North,
Range 19 West; thence along the westerly boundary of said government lot, South 00°10'30"
West 991.20 feet to the northerly edge of the gravelled, travelled way of the abandoned Bigfork
Canyon Road and the POINT OF BEGINNING of the recreational easement being described;
thence along said northerly edge of said gravelled, travelled way of abandoned Bigfork Canyon
Road the following one-hundred-three courses: North 87°41'26" East 113.36 feet, South
90°00'00" East 72.94 feet, South 87°53'32" East 98.57 feet, North 85°47'39" East 103.97 feet,
South 88°25'19" East 90.78 feet, North 86°26'51" East 74.64 feet, South 88°18'39" East 93.29
feet, North 87°29'04" East 65.50 feet, North 89°18'33" East 93.32 feet, North 85°58'52" East
80.26 feet, North 89°21'06" East 143.63 feet, South 87°42'59" East 185.08 feet, South 84°24'08"
East 94.83 feet, South 86°57'29" East 51.82 feet, South 82°36'59" East 51.55 feet, South
84°32'02" East 52.49 feet, South 78°36'24" East 84.16 feet, South 72°04'19" East 35.74 feet,
South 67°04'22" East 25.99 feet, South 61°39'54" East 35.29 feet, South 56°51'40" East 75.69
feet, South 58°57'40" East 163.40 feet, South 66°07'27" East 92.34 feet, South 70°05'09" East
44.41 feet, South 72°38'22" East 32.68 feet, South 77°14'04" East 65.62 feet, South 63°22'57"
East 91.51 feet, South 59°51'43" East 174.02 feet, South 62°10'33" East 66.15 feet, South
67°31'48" East 23.88 feet, South 75°11'19" East 80.68 feet, South 78°56'13" East 147.87 feet,
South 77°48'51" East 181.21 feet, South 75°43'14" East 78.55 feet, South 74°10'51" East 116.93
feet, South 80°45'37" East 126.90 feet, South 82°32'19" East 113.59 feet, South 86°33'49" East
81.33 feet, North 88°00'33" East 46.78 feet, South 85°01'05" East 50.38 feet, South 74°41'14"
East 54.43 feet, South 66°16'41" East 33.25 feet, South 59°53'44" East 113.64 feet, South
67°21'27" East 85.39 feet, South 74°27'52" East 67.21 feet, South 87°50'30" East 49.79 feet,
North 85°28'12" East 117.12 feet, North 81°52'12" East 116.67 feet, North 86°52'05" East 45.76
feet, South 82°19'05" East 54.24 feet, South 74°12'40" East 327.09 feet, South 73°02'31" East
58.28 feet, South 68°57'10" East 52.90 feet, South 65°12'08" East 87.92 feet, South 72°00'49"
East 85.82 feet, South 66°39'32" East 108.85 feet, South 72°59'37" East 54.70 feet, South
81°16'51" East 40.40 feet, North 86°16'59" East 53.99 feet, North 76°18'13" East 63.88 feet,
North 72°48'18" East 68.50 feet, North 78°11'45" East 227.31 feet, North 83°48'25" East 59.09
feet, South 84°25'28" East 52.75 feet, South 80°17'50" East 48.95 feet, South 87°43'34" East

85.07 feet, South 85°01'32" East 67.76 feet, South 81°59'12" East 104.02 feet, South 69°21'49"
East 135.84 feet, South 81°55'18" East 29.35 feet, South 87°20'24" East 53.87 feet, South
80°28'31" East 141.26 feet, South 77°41'31" East 63.33 feet, South 73°06'23" East 100.66 feet,
South 66°06'38" East 49.69 feet, South 56°52'35" East 31.57 feet, South 45°43'08" East 109.21
feet, South 42°19'04" East 109.54 feet, South 49°28'53" East 93.89 feet, South 57°52'35" East
54.54 feet, South 71°41'26" East 54.11 feet, South 65°46'43" East 78.61 feet, South 43°56'09"
East 57.11 feet, South 34°18'07" East 107.13 feet, South 38°46'21" East 84.33 feet, South
48°11'29" East 84.94 feet, South 55°05'35" East 132.77 feet, South 59°28'36" East 73.63 feet,
South 64°01'58" East 147.31 feet, South 65°12'02" East 82.55 feet, South 68°15'49" East 61.43
feet, South 63°34'42" East 89.33 feet, South 50°15'05" East 48.29 feet, South 44°54'53" East
29.65 feet, South 36°01'15" East 40.49 feet, South 26°30'50" East 62.58 feet, South 21°38'14"
East 72.89 feet, South 28°14'24" East 139.62 feet, South 30°25'22" East 114.66 feet, South
40°31'39" East 36.84 feet, South 47°57'10" East 53.19 feet, South 55°40'39" East 75.37 feet and
South 54°53'58" East 70.06 feet to the westerly boundary of Swan River Road, a 60.00 foot
declared county road; thence along said westerly boundary of said 60.00 foot declared county
road, South 85°50'36" West 84.48 feet to the westerly boundary of that State of Montana
Highway Easement recorded in Reception No. 1997-090-08150, records of Flathead County;
thence along said westerly boundary of said State of Montana Highway Easement, South
22°24'30" West 31.08 feet to the maximum highwater elevation of the Bigfork Reservoir along
the Swan River; thence along said maximum highwater elevation of said Bigfork Reservoir the
following seventy-two courses: North 29°36'49" West 30.76 feet, North 50°49'30" West 84.09
feet, North 39°05'05" West 86.74 feet, North 51°39'54" West 52.78 feet, North 39°38'11" West
62.96 feet, North 30°25'25" West 104.94 feet, North 11°02'29" West 114.53 feet, North
20°25'59" West 47.79 feet, North 29°56'04" West 73.06 feet, North 50°57'53" West 35.80 feet,
North 69°27'04" West 71.27 feet, North 56°31'26" West 120.38 feet, North 68°40'40" West
34.82 feet, North 63°05'32" West 112.60 feet, North 64°30'48" West 96.17 feet, North 62°45'29"
West 103.90 feet, North 55°35'30" West 40.44 feet, North 71°51'52" West 76.40 feet, North
53°08'26" West 74.14 feet, North 22°15'50" West 101.11 feet, North 36°32'21" West 124.54
feet,
North 59°59'02" West 93.84 feet, North 51°12'34" West 117.33 feet, North 44°06'50" West
223.25 feet, North 51°11'26" West 103.48 feet, South 65°28'14" West 124.97 feet, South
36°45'12" West 83.64 feet, North 90°00'00" West 35.22 feet, North 42°19'22" West 93.15 feet,
North 79°02'20" West 50.35 feet, North 55°22'51" West 135.90 feet, North 75°15'42" West
48.56 feet, North 58°19'24" West 176.43 feet, North 83°23'43" West 80.55 feet, South 76°54'18"
West 50.43 feet, North 84°04'07" West 110.58 feet, South 53°54'43" West 18.35 feet, North
86°22'06" West 19.50 feet, North 41°59'53" West 20.78 feet, South 88°01'33" West 17.93 feet,
South 51°41'51" West 63.78 feet, North 86°18'36" West 67.18 feet, South 78°53'36" West
139.48 feet, South 60°51'40" West 91.97 feet, North 61°52'03" West 15.06 feet, North 88°39'09"
West 52.54 feet, North 76°42'09" West 81.90 feet, North 66°32'24" West 138.08 feet, North
69°45'08" West 116.90 feet, North 62°33'08" West 71.02 feet, North 80°28'28" West 130.63
feet, North 73°44'44" West 108.13 feet, North 62°41'06" West 41.73 feet, North 73°47'48" West
193.68 feet, South 88°26'38" West 63.18 feet, South 80°46'25" West 136.62 feet, South
89°13'53" West 125.59 feet, North 79°33'59" West 65.13 feet, North 68°44'09" West 118.48
feet, North 61°51'30" West 108.96 feet, North 75°19'44" West 109.78 feet, South 86°11'14"

West 101.36 feet, North 82°44'14" West 213.26 feet, North 83°59'36" West 80.51 feet, North
68°49'33" West 144.62 feet, North 74°26'21" West 122.49 feet, North 87°45'18" West 86.03
feet, North 82°24'29" West 178.56 feet, North 74°49'12" West 86.83 feet, South 71°09'13" West
23.02 feet, North 52°04'38" West 91.60 feet and South 46°28'22" West 92.00 feet to the
approximate General Land Office meander line, said meander line being a traverse
approximately along the mean highwater line of the Swan River; thence along said approximate
mean high line of the Swan River the following eleven courses: North 89°17'10" West 181.77
feet, South 84°27'50" West 145.56 feet, North 74°27'10" West 111.15 feet, North 58°42'10"
West 246.79 feet, North 68°57'10" West 318.25 feet, North 65°17'10" West 249.44 feet, North
69°27'10" West 195.18 feet, South 87°17'50" West 365.22 feet, South 77°57'50" West 260.68
feet, South 71°52'50" West 112.48 feet, North 80°27'10" West 101.26 feet, North 00°10'30" East
159.62 feet to the westerly boundary of said Government Lot 2 of said Section 31; thence along
said westerly boundary of said aliquot part, North 00°10'30" East 170.46 feet, more or less, to
the Point of Beginning containing 18.199 acres of land, more or less.

EXHIBIT H

Right of First Refusal and Purchase Agreement

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

ATTACHMENT A
RRMP Agency Consultation

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 111 FERC ¶62,335
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

PacifiCorp

Project No. 2652-017

ORDER MODIFYING AND APPROVING RECREATION RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT PLAN UNDER ARTICLE 411
(Issued June 28, 2005)
On July 9, 2004, PacifiCorp (licensee) filed a Recreation Resource Management
Plan pursuant to article 411 of the license for the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project1, FERC
Project No. 2652. The project is located on the Swan River in Flathead County, Montana.
BACKGROUND
Article 411 of the project license requires that, within one year of license issuance,
the licensee file, for Commission approval, a Recreation Resource Management Plan
(RRMP) which contains the following provisions identified in the licensee's Settlement
Agreement (SA) filed November 12, 2002:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

access to the bypassed reach;
a minimum flow and other support for the annual Bigfork Whitewater
Festival;
improvements to the Kearney Rapids boat launch;
improvements to Pacific Park;
a boater take out/access area near the powerhouse;
provisions for others to propose and fund recreation improvements on
project lands;
a whitewater boating feasibility study for the bypassed reach; and
new trails along the south shore of the bypassed reach.

The SA also states that nothing in the RRMP shall prohibit PacifiCorp from
granting special use permits for recreation or community programs that do not conflict
with the SA.

1

104 FERC 62,059 (July 25, 2003)
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Article 411 also requires that the RRMP contain specific provisions to implement
the following additional recreation resource measures:
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

a car-top boat access facility for the impoundment adjacent to the parking
area for the proposed south shore access trail or the reasons why such a
facility is not warranted;
bear-resistant trash receptacles, to be emptied at least twice a week from
May through October, at all recreation facilities within the project
boundary;
an educational pamphlet developed in consultation with the Montana Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks (MFWP) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
on the importance of using bear-resistant trash receptacles and steps to
avoid human-grizzly bear conflicts at all recreation facilities within the
project boundary;
detailed designs for each individual recreation facility and a map showing
the location of all recreation facilities including: (a) restrooms, (b) picnic
tables, (c) parking areas, (d) safety fencing, (e) informational and safety
signs, and (f) site-specific erosion control plans where ground disturbance is
proposed;
a narrative statement on how the needs of the disabled were considered in
the planning and design of each recreation facility; and
a schedule for filing recreation monitoring reports with the Settlement
Agreement signatory parties, USFWS, and the Commission.

To implement a whitewater boating feasibility study, article 411 requires that the
RRMP contain the following specific provisions:
(7)

(8)

(9)
(10)

the minimum and optimal boating flows, optimal whitewater release days
(most likely either Wednesday, Saturday, or Sunday), and the methodology
for determining the above;
a study (including the methodology) to determine any effects of whitewater
flows on: (a) water temperatures in the bypassed reach (coordinated with
the water quality monitoring plan required by Article 404); and (b) fish
stranding in the bypassed reach;
an evaluation of the physical ability of the project to ramp flows, and the
energy and revenue forgone under different flow release regimes; and
a schedule for submitting a report documenting the results of the whitewater
boating feasibility study to the Settlement Agreement signatory parties and
USFWS for review and comment and a schedule for filing a final report for
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Commission approval. The final report shall recommend final whitewater
flows and release days.
The licensee shall prepare the RRMP in consultation with the Settlement
Agreement signatory parties2 and USFWS. The licensee shall include with the plan
documentation of consultation, copies of comments and recommendations on the
completed plan after it has been prepared and provided to the Settlement Agreement
signatory parties and USFWS, and specific descriptions of how the comments of the
consulted entities are accommodated by the plan.
DESCRIPTION OF PLAN
The plan addresses the requirements identified in article 411 and the SA. The plan
provides for pedestrian access to the south shore of Swan River, immediately below the
dam. Implementation of this measure will include a canal crossing downstream of the
headgate structure, and a parking area for five to seven vehicles south of the canal near
the headgate structure. Roads and the parking area will be graveled. Fencing in the area
will be reconfigured to allow development of the parking lot, and access to the canal
crossing and maintenance road.
To support the annual Bigfork Whitewater Festival, the licensee will maintain a
minimum of 1,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) or natural inflow, whichever is less, to the
bypass reach, as measured at the upper end of the bypass reach during the festival.
Additionally, motor vehicle access will be allowed on the Swan River Nature Trail from
the eastern terminus during the festival, in order for festival organizers, vendors, security
personnel, and participants to access the north shore of the river below the dam.
To improve the Kearney Rapids boat launch, PacifiCorp, in consultation with
MFWP, will extend the end of the paved launch ramp to an appropriate depth to facilitate
kayak, canoe, and other small motorized watercraft launching below the mean low
waterline. If feasible, one parking stall at the boat ramp will be compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and will be signed as such. Graveled parking for
five vehicles with trailers will be developed on the north side of the reservoir. Upon
completion of the parking area, PacifiCorp will post a map of project recreation facilities
adjacent to the parking area. If peak weekend use routinely exceeds the capacity of the
2

The SA signatory parties are PacifiCorp, National Park Service (NPS), MFWP, Bigfork
Area Chamber of Commerce, American Whitewater, Bigfork Whitewater Festival
Organization, Bigfork Development Company, Flathead Lakers, and Flathead Whitewater
Association.
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parking area, PacifiCorp will expand the parking area, provided that the gravel parking lot
will not exceed spaces for 10 to 15 vehicles with trailers.
At Pacific Park, upgrades include development of a parking area suitable for five
to 10 vehicles, gravelling the road, and closing the steep portion of the loop road. Other
improvements such as picnic tables and barbeque stands will be evaluated.
Within 18 months of the new license being issued, PacifiCorp will relocate the
outer project gate and fencing to allow non-motorized public access to the grass area and
riverbank between the outer and inner gates along the powerhouse road for public
recreation purposes. Special use permits will be granted at PacifiCorp’s sole discretion
for commercial vendors to use the grass area and riverbank.
Consistent with the SA, PacifiCorp allows other entities to propose and fund
recreation site improvements and maintenance of such improvements on PacifiCorp
lands, provided that PacifiCorp retains final control, in its sole discretion, over the
decision to allow construction of such improvements.
During the first three years after the new license is issued, PacifiCorp will provide
whitewater releases to the bypass channel each Wednesday from July 1 to August 31,
between approximately 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. If implementation of these whitewater boating
flows are operationally feasible as defined in Section 3.11 of the SA, PacifiCorp will
provide such flows after the third anniversary license issuance and for the remainder of
the license term.
PacifiCorp will allow use of the existing primitive shoreline trail on their lands for
non-motorized public recreation. Additionally, PacifiCorp will remove gates and fencing
along an existing maintenance road located on their lands beginning below the dam,
running across the south side of the canal, and ending at Pacific Park. As required in the
SA, the RRMP contains no provisions that would prohibit PacifiCorp from granting
special use permits for recreation or community programs that would conflict with the
SA.
The plan provides for access to the south shore for car-top boat access; the parking
will be shared with South Shore Access as required by the SA. Bear resistant trash
receptacles will be installed at the following locations: Pacific Park, South Shore Access,
Kearney Rapids Boat Launch, east trailhead Swan River Nature Trail, and mid-point vault
toilet on Swan River Nature Trail. An educational pamphlet on bear resistant trash can
use will be developed in consultation with the appropriate agencies and available at all
recreation facilities within the project boundary.
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The plan includes conceptual site plans of each individual recreation facility. The
plans show the locations of restrooms, picnic tables, parking areas, safety fencing, and
informational and safety signs. Features incorporated into each site development plan are
shown on the site plans.
All of the facilities in the plan were reviewed for compliance with the current
ADA standards. The redevelopment of Pacific Park includes the addition of ADA
compliant parking spaces, picnic tables, barbecues, vault toilet and compacted paths that
link site elements. The redevelopment at South Shore boater put-in includes the addition
of ADA compliant parking spaces and compacted paths that link the parking area to the
put-in location and the car top access in the impoundment. At Kearney Rapids boat
launch, improvements include the addition of an ADA compliant parking space. The East
Trailhead for Swan River Nature Trail, a new development, includes two parking areas,
one providing ADA compliant parking. An ADA compliant toilet will be placed at the
mid-point of the Swan River Nature Trail, and the Swan River Nature Trail lends itself to
accessible trail use.
PacifiCorp will perform periodic monitoring as required by the FERC Form 80.
At least 90 days prior to filing the Form 80 with the Commission, PacifiCorp will provide
the SA parties with the opportunity to review and comment on draft Form 80 submittals.
As described above, there will be whitewater releases to the bypass channel each
Wednesday from July 1 to August 31. During the first year of the releases, boaters will
be surveyed at the take-out location and asked about their preference for the whitewater
release day. Day preference survey cards will also be available at local kayak equipment
supply locations. Information gathered during these releases will be used to assess boater
use of whitewater releases, user preference for days and times, operational and economic
feasibility, potential fish stranding, and effects of whitewater flows on water temperature
in the bypassed reach3. If implementation of the whitewater boating flows as described
are operationally feasible4, PacifiCorp will provide such flows after the third anniversary
of license issuance and for the remainder of the license term. During any whitewater
3

The effects of whitewater flows on water temperature in the bypassed reach will be
determined in coordination with the water quality monitoring plan required by article 404.
4
Whitewater boating flows will be considered “operationally feasible” if (1) they can be
implemented while meeting ramping and other applicable requirements of the new license
and the Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification, and (2) after cessation of each
whitewater release event the project can be down ramped to pre-whitewater release
conditions in no more than four hours.
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boating flow release, flows in excess of 1500 cfs may be used by PacifiCorp for power
generation purposes provided that a minimum of 1500 cfs is released to the bypass
channel. In no event shall PacifiCorp be required to provide whitewater boating flows
when inflow is less than 800 cfs. At the end of the first and second years of whitewater
releases, a preliminary report documenting the results of the whitewater boating
feasibility study will be submitted to the SA signatory parties and USFWS; if comments
are received, they will be discussed before the start of the subsequent year of testing. The
final report, which will be submitted to the SA signatory parties and USFWS for review
and comment for 90 days, will recommend whether to continue, modify, or discontinue
whitewater releases with possible future retesting. The final report will document the
range of whitewater flows and recommend release days, ramping rates, and any other
relevant findings. The final report will be filed with the Commission within 180 days
after the final year of testing.
AGENCY CONSULTATION
The licensee consulted with the SA signatory parties and USFWS through
meetings and by requesting comments. In January 2004, the SA signatory parties were
asked to review the 60 percent draft RRMP. A public meeting on the 60 percent draft
RRMP was held in February 2004. The SA signatory parties did not provide written
comment on the draft; however, oral comments were received at the public meeting. The
plan was modified to accommodate all the comments with the exception of suggesting
that the peak recreation season be May 1 through September 30. The plan states that
summer hours are in effect the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor Day, and
winter hours are the morning after Labor Day through the Thursday before Memorial
Day. Summer hours at Pacific Park, the South Shore Fishing Trail, the South Shore
Boater Put-In, and the existing maintenance road between Pacific Park and the South
Shore Boater Put-In are 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and winter hours are 7:30 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Kearney Rapids Boat Launch and Swan River Nature Trail are open 24-hours, year
round.
The NPS is satisfied with the changes and recommendations that were agreed upon
and have been incorporated into the plan. MFWP believes the plan accurately reflects the
SA and decisions made during site visits. The FWS did not respond but they were fully
represented while the plan was being developed.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The plan appropriately addresses all the requirements of article 411 and the SA.
The recreation facilities described in the plan will significantly enhance public recreation
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at the project, and the RRMP will be an effective guide to managing existing and future
recreation resources at the project. ADA upgrades at the project will make the facilities
accessible to all visitors. The provisions for supporting the whitewater festival, for others
to propose and fund recreational improvements on project lands, for providing white
water flows following the three-year study, and use of trails along the south shore of the
bypassed reach will be implemented through the life of the license. The boater access
area near the powerhouse will be available before December 25, 2005. Access to the
South Shore bypassed reach and improvements to Kearney Rapids boat launch will be
implemented before July 25, 2006. The Pacific Park improvements will be completed
before July 25, 2008.
The recreation resource management plan should be approved. As-built drawings
including a map of the facility showing the facilities and access areas in relation to project
features and boundary shall be filed within six months of completion. The location and
text of all signage should be included on the drawings.
The Director orders:
(A) The recreation resource management plan filed July 9, 2004, pursuant to
article 411 of the project’s license, as modified by ordering paragraphs (B) and (C), is
approved.
(B) The final report documenting the range of whitewater flows and
recommended release days, ramping rates, and other relevant findings shall be filed for
Commission approval on or before February 28, 2007. Prior to filing the report with the
Commission, the licensee shall consult with the Settlement Agreement signatory parties
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The agencies shall be given at least 30 days for
review and comment, prior to filing with the Commission. The report shall include
documentation of consultation, copies of the agencies’ comments and recommendations
on the completed report, and specific descriptions of how the agencies’ comments are
accommodated by the plan. If the licensee does not adopt a recommendation, the filing
shall include the licensee’s reasons, based on project-specific information.
(C) As-built drawings of the completed facilities shall be filed for Commission
approval on or before December 31, 2008. The as-built drawings shall include a map of
the facility showing the facilities and access areas in relation to project features and
boundary. The location and text of all signage should be included on the drawings.
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(D) This order constitutes final agency action. Requests for rehearing by the
Commission may be filed within 30 days of the date of this order, pursuant to 18 C.F.R.
385-713.

John E. Estep
Division of Hydropower
Administration and Compliance

ATTACHMENT B
6-Year Revision Agency Consultation

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)
FERC Form 80

Licensed Hydropower Development
Recreation Report

Form Approved
OMB No. 1902-0106
Expires: 09/30/2010
Burden 3.0 hours

This form collects data on recreational resources at projects licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission under the Federal Power
Act (16 USC 791a-825r). This form must be submitted by licensees of all projects except those specifically exempted under 18 CFR 8.11 (c).
Submit this form on or before April 1, 2009. Submit subsequent filings of this form on or before April 1, every 6th year thereafter (for example,
2015, 2021, etc.). Submit an original and two copies of the form to the Commission's Regional Office (specified in the cover letter to this form).
The public burden estimated for this form is three hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the collection of information. Please send your comments about this
burden estimate, or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions to reduce the burden, to: Director, Division of
Hydropower Administration and Compliance, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street NE, Washington, D.C. 20426 and the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Desk Officer-FERC, Office of Management and Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503.
Failure to comply with this collection of information will not result in a penalty, if you were unaware that a valid control number assigned by the Office
of Management and Budget must be displayed on this collection of information.
Instructions:
a. All data reported on this form must represent recreational facilities and services located within the development/project boundary.
b. To ensure a common understanding of terms, please refer to the Glossary on page 3.
c. Report actual data for each item. If actual data are unavailable, then please estimate.

Schedule 1. General Information
1. Licensee Name: PacifiCorp

73.00
8. Reservoir Surface Area at Normal Pool (acres): __________

2. Project Name:

3.00
9. Shoreline Miles at Normal Pool: __________

Bigfork

3. Project Number:

10. Percent of Shoreline Safely Accessible to the General Public by
25.00
Land Travel without Trespassing: __________

2652

4. Development Name: Bigfork
States Development/Project Traverses (List state with largest area
within the development/project boundary first):

11. Data Collection Methods (enter percent for each method used;
total must equal 100%):

MT
5. State #1: _______
6. State #2: _______

85.00
_____
0.00
_____
_____
5.00
_____
5.00
_____
5.00

7. Type of Project License:
(check one)

✔
Major _____
Minor _____

traffic count/trail count
attendance records
staff observation
visitor assessment
estimate

For the previous calendar year, enter only the licensee’s annual recreational construction, operation, and maintenance costs for the
development (project). Also, enter the corresponding annual recreational revenues.
Licensee’s Annual Recreation Costs and Revenues (In Whole Dollars)
Item

Construction, Operation and Maintenance Costs

Recreation Revenues for Calendar Year

12. Dollar Values
13. Length of Recreation Season
10/31
03/21
Summer: From (MM/DD) ____________
To ____________

11/01
03/20
Winter: From (MM/DD) ____________
To ____________

Number of visits to all recreational areas at development/project (in Recreation Days)
Period

Annual Total

Peak Weekend Average

14. Daytime

22,950.00

104.00

15. Nighttime

0.00

0.00

Respondent Certification: The undersigned certifies that he/she examined this report; and to the best of his/her knowledge, all data provided herein
are true, complete, and accurate.

David Moore
__________________________
Legal Name

Environmental Analyst
_______________________________
Title

__________________________
Signature

_______________________________
Date Signed

03/23/2009

(503) 813-6945
_____________________________
Area Code/Phone No.

2008

_____________________________
Reporting Year Ending

Title 18 U.S.C.1001 makes it a crime for any person knowingly and willingly to make to any Agency or department of the United States any
false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or misrepresentation as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

Schedule 2. Inventory of Recreational Resources

Licensed Hydropower Development
Recreation Report
Page 2 of 3

Access Areas. (No Facilities). Unimproved but well-known/popular sites which can be used to reach development/project
waters (including waters below a dam) without trespassing on other property. Such areas can be used for launching boats,
fishing, swimming, or other water recreational purposes.
Boat Launch Areas. Improved areas having one or more boat launching lanes and (a) are usually marked with signs, (b) have
compacted gravel or concrete surfaces, and (c) usually have adjacent parking lots.
Boat Launch Lanes. The number of lanes are determined by the total number of boats that can be launched easily at the
designated boat launch areas at one time.
Marinas. Public and Private facilities on or adjacent to the development/project waters for the docking, fueling, repair and
storage of boats, and which may rent boats and equipment, or sell bait or food.
White Water Boating. Access areas below a dam that can be used for rafting/kayaking.
Canoe Portages. Site located above and below a dam, diversion, or other obstruction where persons can launch and take out
canoes; and the improved, designated, and maintained trails connecting such sites.
Tailwater Fishing Facilities. Platforms, walkways, or similar structures to facilitate below-dam fishing.
Fishing Piers. Structures which are installed and maintained in development/project waters specifically for fishing. This code
excludes tailwater fishing facilities.
Parks. Designated areas which usually contain multiple use facilities (e.g., picnic sites, playgrounds, swimming beaches, and
boat ramps). Individual facilities within each park should be reported under the appropriate resource type (e.g. playground
areas, picnic areas, etc.)
Playground Areas. Have playground equipment, game courts/fields, jogging tracks, etc.
Trails. Improved pathways used for non-automobile recreational travel which (a) can be located on a reference map, and (b)
are designated according to type of use (hiking, bridle, trail bikes, snow mobiles, cross-country skiing). This category excludes
canoe portages.
Swimming Areas. Sites providing access to development/project waters where swimming facilities (bath houses, designated
swim areas, parking, and sanitation facilities) are available.
Picnic Areas. Areas designated and maintained for picnicking and which contain one or more picnic sites, each of which
includes a picnic table and in some cases cooking grills, trash receptacles, and a parking area.
Wildlife Areas. Natural areas and reserves specifically created and managed for the protection and propagation of wildlife and
the viewing of wildlife in their natural habitat.
Visitor Centers. Facilities located in a kiosk, pavilion or similar structure from which persons may obtain information about the
development/project, its operation, recreational facilities, and related items of interest.
Interpretive Displays. Facilities (exhibits and museums) which describe or explain archaeological, historic, or prehistoric
objects, structures, sites, areas, activities, artifacts, and materials.
Overlooks. Public areas to view natural areas/project features (e.g., pull-offs or vistas).
Hunting Areas. Public or private areas open to the general public for hunting.
Golf Courses. All types of golf areas, except miniature golf.
Cottage/Cabin Sites. Recreational dwellings which are seasonally rented by the public for recreational purposes.
Camping Areas/(Campgrounds). Areas containing two or more campsites, tent sites, or trailer/recreational vehicle (RV) sites
which accommodate overnight camping. This category does not include group camps.
Tent/Trailer/RV Sites. The total number of sites within Camping Areas that have been specifically developed for tent, trailer,
or RV use. This category does not include sites within group camps.
Organizational Camps. Camping areas that are maintained and operated by a specific entity but which may be used by other
persons or groups (scout camps, military base recreation camps, church camps, handicapped children camps).
Group Camps. Camping areas which are equipped with facilities to accommodate use by the general public. These areas
usually require registration or advance reservation.
Winter Sports. Any facility or site providing sports like skiing, sledding, ice skating, or ice fishing.
Other - such as informal/dispersed camping areas, unimproved trails, etc. (specify):

Recreational Resource Type
(a)

1

1

0
0

0

2
0

1
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0

0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
0
1

0
0

0

2
0

1
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

0

2

0

1

0

1

0

1

0

No. FERC
Approved
Resources
(d)

0

User
Fee (c)

0

User
Free (b)

No. of Available Resources

N/A
N/A

Acres

Acres

Acres

Acres
Acres
Acres
N/A
Acres

N/A

N/A

Acres

2.5

Acres

Acres

2

Acres
Miles

2.5

Acres

N/A
N/A

N/A
Miles

Acres

N/A

N/A

N/A

Total
Miles/Acres
(e)

20%

35%

40%

30%

35%

40%

40%

Facility
Capacity
(percent) (f)

16. Enter data for each Recreational Resource Type (a). For Facility Capacity (f), of total available resources (b) + (c), compare the average total amount of weekend use (during the recreation
season reported on Schedule 1, Item 13) with the total combined capacity of these resources to handle such use and enter a percentage that indicates their overall level of use. Do not consider peak
weekend use (see Glossary). For example, if all available Boat Ramps are used to half capacity during non-peak weekend days, enter 50%. For all available Boat Ramps that are used beyond their combined capacity,
enter the appropriate percentage above 100.

Commission (FERC)
FERC Form 80

Federal Energy Regulatory

2009 Licensed Hydropower Development Recreation Report

Attachment
Bigfork Development

Project # 2652

Description
The Bigfork Development is located about 1.5 miles above Flathead Lake on the Swan
River. Four recreation sites adjacent to the waterway are operated and maintained by the
Licensee. These include two sites below the dam (Pacific Park and South Shore Access)
which provide access to the swiftly flowing waterway for fishing, white water boating,
and other activities. A third site, Kearney Rapids Boat Launch, is located about one mile
upstream of the dam and provides a boat ramp and ADA access to the slower-moving
backwater. The fourth site also about one mile upstream of the dam and is a trailhead
parking area at the east end of the Swan River Nature Trail, which extends two miles to
the edge of the town of Bigfork.

Questions 14 and 15
PacifiCorp Energy actively monitors recreation use at sites associated with the Bigfork
Development using automatic traffic and trail counters. Since this method of visitor
estimation was initiated in 2008, counts generated by the units and reported on the 2008
Form 80 Report vary substantially from the information submitted on the same form in
2003, when staff observations were used to generate recreation site use estimates. Counts
generated by automatic counters, which continuously collect counts for a specified
timeframe, are believed to provide a more accurate representation of site use than
estimates calculated based on staff observations, which collect information at particular
points in time. While site use reported in 2008 varies dramatically from the 2003 report,
it is not the intent of the Licensee to suggest large increases in use have occurred at these
recreation sites, but rather a better understanding of use have been obtained regarding
recreation sites within the FERC project.
In addition to collecting new and better visitor information, there may be some
differences in the way use is reported for 2008 compared to the 2003 report. Considering
that use counts collected for the Swan River Nature Trail East Trailhead during 2008
reflect an average use of about 40 people per day, it appears there may be inconsistencies
with the type of information reported in 2003 and 2008. It is quite unlikely that a total of
six people per day, on average, utilized all four of the FERC-approved recreation sites as
indicated in the 2003 report (980 recreation days over a 153-day season). Even if use of
the recreation site has increased somewhat over the last six years, there is no other trend
information which suggests an increase of this magnitude (more than 500%) is realistic.
What it does suggest, however, is that the two sets of data (2003 and 2008) report
different things and therefore are not comparable. Given the emphasis of collecting good
information using sound principles, the information contained in the 2008 report should
be considered the most accurate to date.

Additional Information
Based on visitor information gathered for the entire span of the Swan River Nature Trail,
40 percent of total use originates from the East Trailhead, which is a FERC-approved
recreation site including regulatory and interpretive signage and some parking. The
remaining 60 percent of total use originates from the West Trailhead at the edge of the
town of Bigfork. The majority of users (57%) use the entire length of the Trail while the
remaining 43 percent turn around before reaching the other trailhead. Visitation figures
presented on the Form 80 and in the discussion above only include Trail use that
generates from the East Trailhead, the FERC-approved resource.
The Nature Trail is very popular among residents and visitors to Bigfork, hosting more
than 20,000 recreation days each year. The majority of trail users (88%) are repeat
visitors to the trail, and 70 percent of users visit the trail very frequently or somewhat
frequently. Eighty-three percent of trail users do so alone or with one other person.
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Bigfork HydroelectricProject
Pacificorp
September 29, 2009
Mr. Todd Olson
Pacificorp
Program Manager, Hydro Resources
825 NE Mulmomah Street, Suite 1500
Portland, OR 97232
Subject:

Recreation Management Plan update; Article 411

Dear Mr. Olson:
This letter acknowledges receipt of the six-year review of the recreation
management plan (RRMP) filed for the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project on June 15, 2009.
You filed this report pursuant to article 411 and the RRMP approved on June 28, 2005.
The approved RRMP requires you to review and update the plan every 6 years.
Your report includes the recreation monitoring data for 2008 and 2009. You also
report that recreational enhancements at Pacific Park were completed and a new vault
toilet was installed along the Swan River Nature Trail during the summer of 2008. You
indicate that you provided a new whitewater release schedule to the settlement agreement
parties on April 28, 2009, and proposed amending the RRMP to include that new
schedule. Because that whitewater release schedule was previously approved by the
Commission on February 4, 2009, the RRMP was amended with the issuance of that
order, and it does not require another approval at this time. According to your report,
none of the settlement agreement parties commented on the recreation monitoring data or
on the schedule change.
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Your filing fulfills the requirement of article 411 and the R M P . If you have any
questions concerning your filing, please contact me at (202) 502-8915.

Sincerely,
[

~

s

Hillary "l!/Berlin
Environmental Biologist
Division of Hydmtmwer
Administration and Compliance

ATTACHMENT C
12-Year Revision Agency Consultation

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

McCune, Kimberly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kimmick, Jessica
Friday, September 25, 2015 8:32 AM
Aceituno, Kevin
Ben Conard; Larry Lockard; McCune, Kimberly
RE: Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2652) RRMP Review

Good morning, Kevin,
Thank you very much for the updates to the contacts for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. That’s extremely
helpful, and I will be certain to pass this along to those within PacifiCorp who work with the Bigfork project. I
also very much appreciate your review of, and follow up regarding, the RRMP.
Sincerely,
Jessica Kimmick
Sr. Environmental Analyst
PacifiCorp Energy - Hydro Resources
825 NE Multnomah, Suite 1500
Portland, OR 97232
Desk Ph: (503) 813-6945
Cell Ph: (503) 545-1904

From: Aceituno, Kevin [mailto:kevin_aceituno@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 9:50 AM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Cc: Ben Conard; Larry Lockard
Subject: Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2652) RRMP Review

Hello Jessica,
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received PacifiCorp's September 1, 2015 letter soliciting
comment on the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project's Recreation Resource Management Plan (RRMP). At
this time the Service does not have any comments or recommendations regarding the RRMP.
The purpose of this response is to inform PacifiCorp that the Service's Kalispell sub-office has new
personnel, and we wish for these changes to be reflected in future correspondence. Tim Bodurtha is
no longer with the Service, Ben Conard is now the Assistant Field Supervisor. His information is
below:
Ben Conard, Assistant Field Supervisor
Creston Fish and Wildlife Center
780 Creston Hatchery Road
Kalispell, MT 59901
ben_conard@fws.gov
(406) 758-6882
Additionally, I would like to request including my name on future contact lists. My information is
below:
1

Kevin Aceituno, Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Creston Fish and Wildlife Center
780 Creston Hatchery Road
Kalispell, MT 59901
kevin_aceituno@fws.gov
(406) 758-6871
Please pass this information along to any others that may be involved in the Bigfork Hydroelectric
Project in the future as well. Thank you for continuing to include the Service in your
comment/recommendation solicitation process. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Kevin Aceituno
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kevin Aceituno
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Montana Ecological Services Suboffice

780 Creston Hatchery Road

Kalispell, MT 59901
Phone: (406) 758-6871
Fax: (406) 758-6887
Email: Kevin_Aceituno@fws.gov
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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McCune, Kimberly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kimmick, Jessica
Tuesday, October 27, 2015 1:32 PM
'Paul Mutascio'
Murphy, Jasmine; Taylor, Jordana
RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi‐
It does make sense, but I don’t think this is the correct format in which to ensure these options would exist. I think this
would be best addressed when and if Community for a Better Bigfork begins negotiating a lease with our Properties
Management department for Sliter Park. I will let our Properties folks weigh in.
Thanks!
Jessica
From: Paul Mutascio [mailto:pmutascio@centurytel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2015 1:27 PM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi!
I’m just hoping to clarify that if the County doesn’t extend their lease with you and CFBB picks up the lease that its clear
CFBB has the options to renew out to 2031 pursuant to the same conditions that the county now has. Does that make
sense to you? Thanks for your help and understanding. Sliter Park is important to the community and we want it to
remain a park even if the if the county does not extend and we pick up the lease.
Thanks!
Paul Mutascio
406‐261‐1049
From: Kimmick, Jessica [mailto:Jessica.Kimmick@pacificorp.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2015 1:53 PM
To: Paul Mutascio
Cc: Taylor, Jordana; Murphy, Jasmine
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Would this language be for the benefit of the RRMP 12 year revision? Remember, the purpose of this paragraph is just
to summarize in the Recreation Resource Management Plan our agreement with the County in regards to the Sliter Park
lease, which is also to be included as an Exhibit.
If this suggestion for further revision of this paragraph is to ensure language for a potential lease agreement with
Community for a Better Bigfork, I feel that would be better discussed with the Properties Department when and if that
time comes. I am cc’ing Properties representatives to weigh in.
What do you think?
From: Paul Mutascio [mailto:pmutascio@centurytel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2015 11:13 AM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation
1

Me being my picky self. Should we put in some language that if the lease does come to BDC that we have the options
for renewal through 2031? Thanks again. Not sure what the county’s thinking is, so I want to make sure Bigfork is
covered through the full lease till 2031.
Thanks again!
Paul Mutascio
406‐261‐1049
From: Kimmick, Jessica [mailto:Jessica.Kimmick@pacificorp.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2015 11:35 AM
To: Paul Mutascio
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

You are welcome. All looks good?
From: Paul Mutascio [mailto:pmutascio@centurytel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2015 10:34 AM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Thanks!!!
Paul Mutascio
406‐261‐1049
From: Kimmick, Jessica [mailto:Jessica.Kimmick@pacificorp.com]
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2015 3:21 PM
To: Paul Mutascio
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi Paul,
I have discussed this issue with our Properties department, and they realized there was an error which they are
currently working to correct. You will be seeing something from them shortly.
Per the information they and you provided, here’s a revision to that paragraph. Please look it over and let me know if
this is accurate. I request that you provide comment back to me no later than noon tomorrow (10/27/15).

The original Sliter Park Lease entered into with Flathead County was enacted in 1981, with a 25 year term, and
expired in 2006. The lease was retroactively renewed in January 2007, with 2006 as the effective date of
renewal, for an initial term of 5 years (through 2011). Also included in the lease agreement was an additional 4
renewal options of 5 years each (through 2031). Since then, Flathead County has exercised one of their 4
renewal options (still active at the time of this 12 Year RRMP Revision). The currently active 5 year renewal
option term with Flathead County expires July 31, 2016. Should Flathead County fail to exercise their second
option before June 1, 2016; the lease will then be offered to the Bigfork Development Commission.
Thank you,
Jessica
From: Kimmick, Jessica
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 3:44 PM
To: 'Paul Mutascio'
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation
2

Thanks‐ likely no need for that. Properties is sorting it all out and will get back to me tomorrow so I will get back with
you then.
Appreciate your thoroughness!

From: Paul Mutascio [mailto:pmutascio@centurytel.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 2:02 PM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi!
I can scan and email what I have if that helps you. Thanks and have a great weekend!
Paul Mutascio
406‐261‐1049
From: Kimmick, Jessica [mailto:Jessica.Kimmick@pacificorp.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 2:40 PM
To: Paul Mutascio
Cc: Walter Kuhn; Bigfork Chamber; Bob Chrysler; Bruce Solberg; Diane Kautzman; Diane VanDerveer; Donna Lawson;
Gretchen Gates; Hilary Shepard; jerry bygren; John Howard; Mark Langlois; peter@leanderlaw.com; Tara Hoveland
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi Paul,
Thanks for the feedback. As I do not have any access to the lease agreements nor the background on this, I will need to
forward your questions up to our Properties Management group for clarification.
I will get back with you regarding this issue, and if there needs to be additional changes to the Sliter Park paragraph for
the RRMP revision.
Best,
Jessica
From: Paul Mutascio [mailto:pmutascio@centurytel.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 11:30 AM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Cc: Walter Kuhn; Bigfork Chamber; Bob Chrysler; Bruce Solberg; Diane Kautzman; Diane VanDerveer; Donna Lawson;
Gretchen Gates; Hilary Shepard; jerry bygren; John Howard; Mark Langlois; Paul Mutascio; peter@leanderlaw.com; Tara
Hoveland
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Went back and reviewed again and I have a question for you. In working with Anna King and Jordana, our understanding
is that with the lease extensions, the county had the opportunity to lease the “park” space through 2031. After it was
extended in 2006 for five years I thought the agreement was for another 5, 5 year extensions that would talk us to
2031.
My understanding is based on a letter to Jed Fisher from Anna King of PacifiCorp dated 1‐23‐2007. The letter states in
part, “we are pleased to offer a renewal of the lease, with update of the term and rental rate. We are offering a term of
five years (from 2007) plus four renewals of 5‐years each for a total of 25 years.”
Based on that, the lease options run to 2031 – 2006 plus 25 years of options. I’d like to clarify that in the new language
so there is no uncertainty. And the best case for us would be to add some language that we could come to some form of
agreement after 2031 to continue with Sliter Park.
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Sorry to bring this up with your deadline looming, but I think its important that all are on the same page. Thanks!!
Paul Mutascio
406‐261‐1049
From: Kimmick, Jessica [mailto:Jessica.Kimmick@pacificorp.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 11:55 AM
To: Paul Mutascio
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

No problem, and thank you for getting back. In the interest of not being redundant, I am thinking of removing the
highlighted sentence, as we restate that in the following paragraph. Sound ok?
I did receive it, but I haven’t had an opportunity to dive into it just yet‐ this RRMP revision is down to the wire!
I hope to get back to you early next week about that signage.
Thanks so much!
Best,
Jessica
From: Paul Mutascio [mailto:pmutascio@centurytel.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 10:52 AM
To: Kimmick, Jessica
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi!
Sorry to not have responded by the deadline. All looks good from my perspective.
Did you get my email regarding the placement of the Historical Place designation sign for the steel bridge?
Thanks!
Paul Mutascio
406‐261‐1049
From: Kimmick, Jessica [mailto:Jessica.Kimmick@pacificorp.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 5:23 PM
To: pmutascio@centurytel.net; Paul Mutascio
Cc: McCune, Kimberly
Subject: RE: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hi Paul,
Any final thoughts?
Thanks
Jessica
From: Kimmick, Jessica
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:43 AM
To: 'pmutascio@centurytel.net'
Cc: McCune, Kimberly
Subject: Bigfork RRMP Revision, per phone conversation

Hello Paul,
4

Hope you are well today. I am contacting you per our phone conversation which followed PacifiCorp’s request for
comment for the Recreation Resource Management Plan (RRMP) 12 year revision for Bigfork Hydroelectric Project (FERC
#2652). As you recall, you asked how we would address the update to 3.5 Land Program, pertaining to the Sliter Park
Lease, regarding to the current lease status as due for renewal. I informed you that I would draft a paragraph and send
it to you for your review. The following is the draft paragraph for your review regarding Sliter Park Lease, prior to its
inclusion in the revision:

3.5 LAND PROGRAM
3.5.1

Sliter Park Lease

To ensure long-term public use of a county park developed on PacifiCorp lands near the powerhouse, a lease
agreement has been entered into with the county. If the county does not renew the lease, the option to renew the
lease will be extended to the BDC. A copy of this lease is included in Exhibit F. For other associated actions
see Exhibit A.
The original Sliter Park Lease entered into with Flathead County was enacted in 1981, with a 25 year term, and
expired in 2006. The lease was retroactively renewed in January 2007, with 2006 as the effective date of
renewal, for an initial term of 5 years with 4 renewal options of 5 years each. Since then, Flathead County has
exercised two of their 4 renewal options (the first expiring in 2011, the second still active at the time of this 12
Year RRMP Revision). The currently active 5 year term with Flathead County expires July 31, 2016. Should
Flathead County fail to exercise their third option before June 1, 2016; the lease will then be offered to the
Bigfork Development Commission.
Please let me know your thoughts to ensure this section’s accuracy. I request that you provide any comment you may
have about this draft paragraph to me prior to Oct. 20, 2015.
Thank you very much!
Sincerely,
Jessica

Jessica Kimmick
Sr. Environmental Analyst
PacifiCorp Energy - Hydro Resources
825 NE Multnomah, Suite 1500
Portland, OR 97232
Desk Ph: (503) 813-6945
Cell Ph: (503) 545-1904
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ATTACHMENT D
Annual Whitewater Flow Release Schedules 2009-2015

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Poindexter, Arianne
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Poindexter, Arianne
Thursday, December 15, 2011 1:37 PM
Mark Wilson (mark_wilson@fws.gov); 'Rosenthal, Leo'; Tim Bodurtha
(tim_bodurtha@fws.gov); Allen Furlow (alfurlow@usgs.gov); Thomas O'Keefe
(okeefe@amwhitewater.org); Scott Hawxhurst (shawxhurst@mt.gov)
Olson, Todd; Weatherly, Briana; Moore, David
Bigfork - 2011 Whitewater Releases Rpt filed with FERC today
2011.12.15 PC_FERC 2011 WW Report final.pdf

Hello All,
Attached is the electronic 2011 whitewater release report filed with FERC today.

Arianne Poindexter
PacifiCorp Energy - Hydro Resources
825 NE Multnomah, Suite 1500
Portland, OR 97232
(503) 813-5513
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From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Poindexter, Arianne
Mark Wilson (mark_wilson@fws.gov); Tim Bodurtha (tim_bodurtha@fws.gov); Leo Rosenthal
(lrosenthal@mt.gov); Scott Hawxhurst (shawxhurst@mt.gov); Lucky Sultz (lgsultz@usgs.gov); Thomas O"Keefe
(okeefe@amwhitewater.org)
Olson, Todd; Weatherly, Briana; Moore, David
Bigfork Whitewater Releases Report for 2012
Wednesday, December 19, 2012 10:56:00 AM
FERC2012WWReportfinal.pdf

Hello All,
Attached is the final whitewater releases report filed with FERC this morning.

ATTACHMENT E
FERC Form 80, Reporting Years 2008 and 2014

12‐Year Recreation Resource Management Plan Revision – Bigfork Hydroelectric Project

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)
FERC Form 80

Licensed Hydropower Development
Recreation Report

Form Approved
OMB No. 1902-0106
Expires: 09/30/2010
Burden 3.0 hours

This form collects data on recreational resources at projects licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission under the Federal Power
Act (16 USC 791a-825r). This form must be submitted by licensees of all projects except those specifically exempted under 18 CFR 8.11 (c).
Submit this form on or before April 1, 2009. Submit subsequent filings of this form on or before April 1, every 6th year thereafter (for example,
2015, 2021, etc.). Submit an original and two copies of the form to the Commission's Regional Office (specified in the cover letter to this form).
The public burden estimated for this form is three hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the collection of information. Please send your comments about this
burden estimate, or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions to reduce the burden, to: Director, Division of
Hydropower Administration and Compliance, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street NE, Washington, D.C. 20426 and the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Desk Officer-FERC, Office of Management and Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503.
Failure to comply with this collection of information will not result in a penalty, if you were unaware that a valid control number assigned by the Office
of Management and Budget must be displayed on this collection of information.
Instructions:
a. All data reported on this form must represent recreational facilities and services located within the development/project boundary.
b. To ensure a common understanding of terms, please refer to the Glossary on page 3.
c. Report actual data for each item. If actual data are unavailable, then please estimate.

Schedule 1. General Information
1. Licensee Name: PacifiCorp

73.00
8. Reservoir Surface Area at Normal Pool (acres): __________

2. Project Name:

3.00
9. Shoreline Miles at Normal Pool: __________

Bigfork

3. Project Number:

10. Percent of Shoreline Safely Accessible to the General Public by
25.00
Land Travel without Trespassing: __________

2652

4. Development Name: Bigfork
States Development/Project Traverses (List state with largest area
within the development/project boundary first):

11. Data Collection Methods (enter percent for each method used;
total must equal 100%):

MT
5. State #1: _______
6. State #2: _______

85.00
_____
0.00
_____
_____
5.00
_____
5.00
_____
5.00

✔
Major _____
Minor _____

7. Type of Project License:
(check one)

traffic count/trail count
attendance records
staff observation
visitor assessment
estimate

For the previous calendar year, enter only the licensee’s annual recreational construction, operation, and maintenance costs for the
development (project). Also, enter the corresponding annual recreational revenues.
Licensee’s Annual Recreation Costs and Revenues (In Whole Dollars)
Item

Construction, Operation and Maintenance Costs

12. Dollar Values

$15,000.00

13. Length of Recreation Season
10/31
03/21
Summer: From (MM/DD) ____________
To ____________

Recreation Revenues for Calendar Year

$0.00
11/01
03/20
Winter: From (MM/DD) ____________
To ____________

Number of visits to all recreational areas at development/project (in Recreation Days)
Period

Annual Total

Peak Weekend Average

14. Daytime

22,950.00

104.00

15. Nighttime

0.00

0.00

Respondent Certification: The undersigned certifies that he/she examined this report; and to the best of his/her knowledge, all data provided herein
are true, complete, and accurate.

David Moore
__________________________
Digitally signed by David Moore
Legal Name
DN: cn=David Moore, o=PacifiCorp,
ou=Hydro Resources, email=david.
moore@pacificorp.com, c=US

Date: 2009.03.23 19:11:13 -07'00'
__________________________
Signature

Environmental Analyst
_______________________________
Title

03/23/2009

_______________________________
Date Signed

(503) 813-6945
_____________________________
Area Code/Phone No.

2008

_____________________________
Reporting Year Ending

Title 18 U.S.C.1001 makes it a crime for any person knowingly and willingly to make to any Agency or department of the United States any
false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or misrepresentation as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

Schedule 2. Inventory of Recreational Resources

Licensed Hydropower Development
Recreation Report
Page 2 of 3

Access Areas. (No Facilities). Unimproved but well-known/popular sites which can be used to reach development/project
waters (including waters below a dam) without trespassing on other property. Such areas can be used for launching boats,
fishing, swimming, or other water recreational purposes.
Boat Launch Areas. Improved areas having one or more boat launching lanes and (a) are usually marked with signs, (b) have
compacted gravel or concrete surfaces, and (c) usually have adjacent parking lots.
Boat Launch Lanes. The number of lanes are determined by the total number of boats that can be launched easily at the
designated boat launch areas at one time.
Marinas. Public and Private facilities on or adjacent to the development/project waters for the docking, fueling, repair and
storage of boats, and which may rent boats and equipment, or sell bait or food.
White Water Boating. Access areas below a dam that can be used for rafting/kayaking.
Canoe Portages. Site located above and below a dam, diversion, or other obstruction where persons can launch and take out
canoes; and the improved, designated, and maintained trails connecting such sites.
Tailwater Fishing Facilities. Platforms, walkways, or similar structures to facilitate below-dam fishing.
Fishing Piers. Structures which are installed and maintained in development/project waters specifically for fishing. This code
excludes tailwater fishing facilities.
Parks. Designated areas which usually contain multiple use facilities (e.g., picnic sites, playgrounds, swimming beaches, and
boat ramps). Individual facilities within each park should be reported under the appropriate resource type (e.g. playground
areas, picnic areas, etc.)
Playground Areas. Have playground equipment, game courts/fields, jogging tracks, etc.
Trails. Improved pathways used for non-automobile recreational travel which (a) can be located on a reference map, and (b)
are designated according to type of use (hiking, bridle, trail bikes, snow mobiles, cross-country skiing). This category excludes
canoe portages.
Swimming Areas. Sites providing access to development/project waters where swimming facilities (bath houses, designated
swim areas, parking, and sanitation facilities) are available.
Picnic Areas. Areas designated and maintained for picnicking and which contain one or more picnic sites, each of which
includes a picnic table and in some cases cooking grills, trash receptacles, and a parking area.
Wildlife Areas. Natural areas and reserves specifically created and managed for the protection and propagation of wildlife and
the viewing of wildlife in their natural habitat.
Visitor Centers. Facilities located in a kiosk, pavilion or similar structure from which persons may obtain information about the
development/project, its operation, recreational facilities, and related items of interest.
Interpretive Displays. Facilities (exhibits and museums) which describe or explain archaeological, historic, or prehistoric
objects, structures, sites, areas, activities, artifacts, and materials.
Overlooks. Public areas to view natural areas/project features (e.g., pull-offs or vistas).
Hunting Areas. Public or private areas open to the general public for hunting.
Golf Courses. All types of golf areas, except miniature golf.
Cottage/Cabin Sites. Recreational dwellings which are seasonally rented by the public for recreational purposes.
Camping Areas/(Campgrounds). Areas containing two or more campsites, tent sites, or trailer/recreational vehicle (RV) sites
which accommodate overnight camping. This category does not include group camps.
Tent/Trailer/RV Sites. The total number of sites within Camping Areas that have been specifically developed for tent, trailer,
or RV use. This category does not include sites within group camps.
Organizational Camps. Camping areas that are maintained and operated by a specific entity but which may be used by other
persons or groups (scout camps, military base recreation camps, church camps, handicapped children camps).
Group Camps. Camping areas which are equipped with facilities to accommodate use by the general public. These areas
usually require registration or advance reservation.
Winter Sports. Any facility or site providing sports like skiing, sledding, ice skating, or ice fishing.
Other - such as informal/dispersed camping areas, unimproved trails, etc. (specify):

Recreational Resource Type
(a)

1

1

0
0

0

2
0

1
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0

0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
0
1

0
0

0

2
0

1
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

0

2

0

1

0

1

0

1

0

No. FERC
Approved
Resources
(d)

0

User
Fee (c)

0

User
Free (b)

No. of Available Resources

N/A
N/A

Acres

Acres

Acres

Acres
Acres
Acres
N/A
Acres

N/A

N/A

Acres

2.5

Acres

Acres

2

Acres
Miles

2.5

Acres

N/A
N/A

N/A
Miles

Acres

N/A

N/A

N/A

Total
Miles/Acres
(e)

20%

35%

40%

30%

35%

40%

40%

Facility
Capacity
(percent) (f)

16. Enter data for each Recreational Resource Type (a). For Facility Capacity (f), of total available resources (b) + (c), compare the average total amount of weekend use (during the recreation
season reported on Schedule 1, Item 13) with the total combined capacity of these resources to handle such use and enter a percentage that indicates their overall level of use. Do not consider peak
weekend use (see Glossary). For example, if all available Boat Ramps are used to half capacity during non-peak weekend days, enter 50%. For all available Boat Ramps that are used beyond their combined capacity,
enter the appropriate percentage above 100.

Commission (FERC)
FERC Form 80

Federal Energy Regulatory

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)
FERC Form 80

Licensed Hydropower Development
Recreation Report

Form Approved
OMB No. 1902-0106
Expires: 09/30/2016
Burden 3.0 hours

General Information:
This form collects data on recreation amenities at projects licensed by FERC under the Federal Power Act (16 USC 791a-825r). This form
must be submitted by licensees of all projects except those specifically exempted under 18 CFR 8.11 (c). For regular, periodic filings, submit
this form on or before April 1, 2015. Submit subsequent filings of this form on or before April 1, every 6th year thereafter (for example, 2021,
2027, etc.). For initial Form No. 80 filings (18CFR 8.11(b)), each licensee of an unconstructed project shall file an initial Form No. 80 after such
project has been in operation for a full calendar year prior to the filing deadline. Each licensee of an existing (constructed) project shall file an
initial Form No. 80 after such project has been licensed for a full calendar year prior to the filing deadline. Filing electronically is preferred.
(See http://www.ferc.gov for more information.) If you cannot file electronically, submit an original and two copies of the form to the: Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, Office of the Secretary, 888 First St., NE, Washington, DC 20426.
The public burden estimated for this form is three hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the burden
estimate or any aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing burden, to: FERC via e-mail
DataClearance@ferc.gov; or mail to 888 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20426 (Attention: Information Clearance Officer) and Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), via e-mail to oira_submission@omb.eop.gov; or mail to OMB, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Attention: Desk Officer for FERC, Washington, DC 20503. Include OMB Control Number 1902-0106 as a point of reference. No person shall
be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if the collection of information does not display a valid control
number (44 U.S.C. § 3512 (a)).
Instructions:
a. All data reported on this form must represent publicly available recreation amenities and services located within the project boundary.
b. To ensure a common understanding of terms, please refer to the Glossary on page 3.
c. Report actual data for each item. If actual data are unavailable, then please estimate.
d. Submit a completed form for each development at your project.
Schedule 1. General Data

PACIFICORP
1. Licensee Name: ______________________________

Complete the following for each development if more than one.

BIGFORK
2. Project Name: ________________________________

68.00
8. Reservoir Surface Area at Normal Pool (acres): __________

2652
3. Project Number: ______________________________

3.00
9. Shoreline Miles at Normal Pool: __________

BIG FORK
4. Development Name: ___________________________

93.00
10. Percent of Shoreline Available for Public Use: _______

States Development/Project Traverses (List state with largest area
within the development/project boundary first):

MT
5. State #1: _______
6. State #2: _______
7. Type of Project License:
(check one)

✔
Major _____
Minor _____

11. Data Collection Methods (enter percent for each method used;
total must equal 100%):

90.00
_____
_____
0.00
_____
5.00
_____
0.00
_____
5.00

traffic count/trail count
attendance records
staff observation
visitor counts or surveys
estimate (explain)

Professional experience

For 2014, enter only the licensee’s annual recreational construction, operation, and maintenance costs for the development (project). Also,
enter the annual recreational revenues for that year.
Item
12. Dollar Values

Licensee’s Annual Recreation Costs and Revenues (In Whole Dollars)
Construction, Operation and Maintenance Costs

$7,073.00

Recreation Revenues for Calendar Year

$0.00

5/23
9/4
13. Length of Recreation Season: Summer: From (MM/DD) _________
To _________

Period

9/5
5/22
Winter: From (MM/DD) _______
To _________

Number of visits to all recreational areas at development/project (in Recreation Days)
Annual Total

Peak Weekend Average (see Glossary)

14. Daytime

51,100

2,650

15. Nighttime

0

0

Respondent Certification: The undersigned certifies that he/she examined this report; and to the best of his/her knowledge, all data provided herein
are true, complete, and accurate.

Jessica Kimmick
__________________________
Legal Name

Sr. Environmental Analyst
_______________________________
Title

(503) 813-6945
_____________________________
Area Code/Phone No.

__________________________
Signature

03/30/15
_______________________________
Date Signed

2014
_____________________________
Reporting Year Ending

Title 18 U.S.C.1001 makes it a crime for any person knowingly and willingly to make to any Agency or department of the United States any
false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or misrepresentation as to any matter within its jurisdiction.
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AccessPoints.Ǧȋ Ȍ ǡ
ǡ ȋ ǡǡȌǤ
Other. Ǥ ȋǡ Ȍǣ


0



0



0



0

0





GroupCamps.   ȋ
 ǡǡǦȌǤ
DispersedCampingAreas.   ȋ
ǤȌǤ
InformalUseAreas.    ǡ Ȁ
 

CottageSites.ǡǦǡǦǡ ǡ Ǥ



0




0


0





0
0

0





0

Campgrounds.   ȋ ǡǡ  ȏȐǡ
ǡ ǡ ǡ  ȌǤ
Campsites.ǡǡ  ȏȐǡǡ ǡ Ǥ



0







0

0



0




0


0




0



0

0

0



0



0

0






0

3

0





WinterAreas. ǡǡ ǡ ǡ Ǥ

VisitorCenters.  Ȁ ǡǡ ǡ
ǡ ǡ  ǡǤ
InterpretiveDisplays.ȀȀ Ȁ ǡǡ
 ǡǡ ǡ  ǡǤ
HuntingAreas. Ǥ

Overlooks/Vistas. ǡǡ  ǡ ǡ Ǥ

PicnicAreas.    ȋ   ǡǡ ǡȌǤ

0



0




0


3


0





1



0





1

Trails. Ǧ    ȋȌ 
ǡǡ ǡǡȋ ǡ Ǣ ȌǤ
ActiveRecreationAreas.ǡ ȀǡȀ  ǡ ǡ Ǥ




0


0



0

0



0



0

1

0







1

0





0




0


0


1

1



0

0





SwimAreas. ȋǡǡ ȌǤ

ReservoirFishing.ǡǡ  Ǥ

Portages.  Ȁǡǡ
  ȋ ȌǤ
TailwaterFishing.ǡǡ  Ǥ



0





1

FERC
Approved(d)

0







1



UserFee
(c)

BoatLaunchAreas.  ȋ Ȍ
ǡ ǡ  Ǥ
Marinas.  ͳͲ ǡ  ǣ ǡǡ
ǢȀǢȀȋ  ȌǤ
WhitewaterBoating.ǦȀǦ   Ǥ

User
Free(b)

NumberofRecreationAmenities



RecreationAmenityType(a)


0

0



Ȁ





0 

0 

Ȁ

Ȁ

0  



0  

0  

Ȁ

Ȁ

0  

4 

0  

2 



0  

Ȁ

Ȁ

600

Ȁ

Ȁ

1 

Total
Units
(e)



















































40

Ȁ

Ȁ

50

50

25

50

30

Capacity
Utilization(%)(f)

ͳǤ  ȋȌǤ  ȋȌ ȋ Ȍ  ǡ  ǡǤ  
ȋȌ ȋȌ ȋ Ȍ   ȋ ȌǤ  
ȋȌǡ ȋȌΪȋ Ȍǡ Ǧȋ Ȍ  ȋ ǡǡ
 ͳǡ ͳ͵Ȍ      Ǥ ǡ    Ǧ
ǡͷͲΨȋ   ǡ ͳͲͲȌǤ


Schedule2.InventoryofPubliclyAvailableRecreationAmenitiesWithintheProjectBoundary
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