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Bigfork Hydroelectric Project Disposition - FAQ

Why is PacifiCorp pursuing disposition of the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project?

PacifiCorp has begun the lengthy process to remove the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project from its generation
portfolio. More rigid federal dam safety criteria for extreme floods would require significant investment
that makes the Bigfork Project cost prohibitive for our customers. Phasing out the project and getting
energy from other sources will be more cost-effective for our customers.

How will this happen?

This disposition process will begin with a request for interest looking for potential buyers for the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission-licensed hydroelectric project and lands.

Depending on the responses received, other options including decommissioning may be explored with
interested parties.

Is the hydroelectric project safe today?

Yes.

Are you getting rid of this project to pay for costs related to the wildfire lawsuit?
No. This decision is unrelated to wildfire litigation or wildfire-related expenses.

PacifiCorp made the decision to dispose of this project because of the cost to meet more stringent
federal dam safety requirements. After careful consideration, PacifiCorp determined that continuing to
hold the project in PacifiCorp’s generation portfolio would not be beneficial to our customers.

A lot of sites around the powerhouse and dam are historic, how will PacifiCorp preserve the
historic features?

PacifiCorp will follow FERC license requirements for historic resource protection during the disposition
process. If the project is sold to a new operator, they will be bound by the same FERC license historic
property management requirements.

Any changes to historic sites resulting from disposition will be subject to the National Historic
Preservation Act which entails consultation with the Montana State Historic Preservation Office, Tribes
and other interested parties.

What will happen to the Project recreation facilities?

If the project is sold to a new operator, the current license conditions for recreation sites and access
would remain in place. Without a sale to an operator that would operate under the current FERC license,
the project's recreation facilities will be included as part of consideration of other options, including
decommissioning, with interested parties. There are no immediate plans to close the parks.



How long will this take?

The process to plan and receive approval to dispose of the project is anticipated to take at least five
years. Until disposition activities are approved by FERC, PacifiCorp plans to continue safely operating the

project.



