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FINAL Meeting Notes 

Lewis River License Implementation 
Aquatic Coordination Committee (ACC) Meeting 

October 12, 2006 
Ariel, WA 

 
ACC Participants Present (18) 

 
Diana Gritten-MacDonald, Cowlitz PUD 
Adam Haspiel, USDA Forest Service 
Shane Hawkins, WDFW (9:00am – 9:30am) 
Josh Hollowatz, WDFW (9:00am – 9:30am) 
LouEllyn Jones, USFWS 
Eric Kinne, WDFW 
George Lee, Yakama Nation (via teleconference) 
Erik Lesko, PacifiCorp Energy 
Kaitlin Lovell, Trout Unlimited (via teleconference 11:00am – 12:15pm) 
Tammy Mackey, American River & Trout Unlimited 
Jim Malinowski, Fish First 
Kimberly McCune, PacifiCorp Energy 
Todd Olson, PacifiCorp Energy 
Frank Shrier, PacifiCorp Energy 
Karen Thompson, USDA Forest Service (9:00am – 10:15am) 
Richard Turner, NMFS (via teleconference) 
Steve Vigg, WDFW 
John Weinheimer, WDFW 
 
Calendar: 
 
Oct. 31, 2006 Merwin Engineering Subgroup Meeting Merwin Hydro 
Nov. 8, 2006 TCC Meeting Merwin Hydro 
Nov. 9, 2006 ACC Meeting Merwin Hydro 
 
Assignments from October 12th Meeting:    Status: 
McCune: Email TCC Confidentiality Agreement to Jim Malinowski 
and Tammy Mackey. 

Complete – 10/12/06 

McCune: Email ACC Draft 9/14/06 meeting notes with revisions to 
Jim Malinowski for his review and approval.  

Complete – 10/12/06 

McCune: Email ACC 10/12/06 meeting materials to ACC who 
participated via conference call. 

Complete – 10/13/06 

Olson/MacDonald: Schedule a meeting with the Cowlitz County 
commissioners to discuss length of permitting process. 

Pending 

Shrier: PacifiCorp will write up a formal proposal for ACC review 
relating to acclimation pond siting then present to the USFS rangers.  

Complete – 10/20/06 

Shrier: Draft the Merwin Sorting Tanks Configuration 
recommendations in October and present to the ACC for their 
comments prior to proceeding with 30% design. 

Complete – 10/19/06 
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Olson/Shrier: Provide a map where which illustrates where all the 
proposed Aquatic Funding projects are located. 

Complete – 10/19/06 

Keith Keown (WDFW): Bring the model to the November ACC 
meeting to illustrate a variety of scenarios for ACC review. 

Pending 

Lesko: As requested by George Lee (Yakama Nation), provide a 
summary sheet outlining ACC concerns with the H&S Plan and 
include description of acronyms to include the AHA model.  

Complete – 10/27/06 

 
Assignments from September 14th Meeting:    Status: 
Shrier: Email revised Merwin trap data to ACC. Complete – 9/18/06 

George Lee: Discuss the tribes ceremonial and subsistence needs in 
more detail with the appropriate tribal staff person to determine the 
fish number they need annually and get information to Craig Burley 
(WDFW).  

Pending 

Burley: Email preliminary WDFW results to ACC relating to the 
Hatchery & Supplementation Plan Spring Chinook, Coho, and 
Steelhead discussion. (provided verbally at 10/12/06 ACC meeting) 

Complete – 10/12/06 

McCune: Email to the ACC requesting comment on the Fish 
Handling Process Diagram on or before September 22, 2006. 

Complete – 9/18/06 

 
Assignments from July 13th Meeting:    Status: 
Keown: Create a draft HGMP by the end of August or early 
September 2006 so the ACC can review prior to submitting the final 
version to NMFS. 

ACC can expect to 
receive draft by 
approx. 12/01/06 

 
Opening, Review of Agenda and Meeting Notes 
 
Frank Shrier (PacifiCorp Energy) called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. He conducted a 
review of the agenda for the day and requested a round table introduction for those 
attendees participating via teleconference. Shrier asked if attendees had any changes to 
the Agenda; no changes were requested. Shrier requested comments and/or changes to 
the ACC 9/14/06 draft ACC meeting notes. Jim Malinowski (Fish First) requested to 
move the following text to page 3 under the topic, ATE Model and Merwin Tailrace 
Behavior Study: 
 
Malinowski expressed concern that the models being used for those forecasts were 
producing unrealistically low forecasts and questioned the wisdom of using forecasts 
from flawed models to plan for upper basin recovery programs. 
 
Malinowski requested Kimberly McCune (PacifiCorp Energy) to make the changes and 
email the revised draft to him for review and approval. Upon Malinowski’s approval of 
the revised text, McCune will finalize the 9/14/06 meeting notes and post to the Lewis 
River website. The ACC attendees present accepted the 9/14/06 meeting notes with the 
requested changes at 9:25am.      
 
Review and discussion of preliminary WDFW results to ACC relating to the 
Hatchery & Supplementation Plan Spring Chinook, Coho, and Steelhead 
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Shane Hawkins (WDFW) led the discussion and provided a handout to the ACC 
attendees entitled, 2006 Spring Chinook scales from Merwin Dam Fish Collection 
Facility, as provided by WDFW, (Attachment A). The review included discussion 
regarding scale samples taken. Hawkins indicated that 80% of the scales they took were 
read, however, nothing read was determined to be wild. Hawkins further communicated 
that with these findings, WDFW drew the conclusion that all were hatchery fish. They 
cannot explain 17 out of the roughly 177 read and that this time of year he uses scale 
pattern analysis.  Hawkins recommendation was that we should move the fish upstream 
as Lewis River fish but not call them wild fish. Eric Kinne (WDFW) expressed that 90 of 
the fish returned to the Merwin Trap after being released downstream. Josh Hollowatz 
(WDFW) said that some could be unclipped hatchery production fish from out of the 
basin. Erik Lesko (PacifiCorp Energy) asked in reference to unknown origin fish, how do 
you know when it’s a wild fish with no wild scales for comparison? Hollowatz said they 
have some wild scales to compare them to and Hawkins added that the scale reader had 
25 + years of experience.  
 
Acclimation pond siting and use of USFS campgrounds 
 
Shrier initiated discussion regarding a potential temporary site at the USFS Lower Falls 
campground located on the upper Lewis River mainstem.  A temporary pond and 
facilities would minimize the USFS concern about disturbing late successional reserve 
habitat. The USFS campgrounds close after Labor Day and open on Memorial Day. 
Shrier communicated the idea of using a temporary pond set up in the Fall, bring fish into 
it around February or March for rearing, then when all done pack up the pond set-up and 
store it for use again the following year, which would be no impact on disturbing the 
grounds. Karen Thompson (USFS) said that she would go back and see if this is a 
workable option.  
 
Thompson expressed that she has not had success in getting together with the Mt. St. 
Helens Monument managers due to conflicting schedules. She did say that the upper loop 
in the campground is an area that can be looked at more closely. However, all sites are in 
late successional reserve, which are the most restrictive in terms of development.  
 
Regarding the considerations around siting of an acclimation pond on USFS land, 
Thompson provided handouts for ACC review and further discussion.  The handouts 
listed below are included as Attachment B: 
 

o Lewis River Acclimation GP National Forest Land and Resource Management 
Plan Management Area Categories 

o Developed Recreation – Management Area Category 2 and 2L 
o Wild and Scenic Rivers – Management Area Categories 8N, A7, 8D, W7, and NA 
o General Late-Successional Reserve – Management Area Category L and LS 
o Visual Emphasis – Management Area Category V and VL 
o Chapter Two – Forest-wide Management Direction 
o Chapter Five – Late-Successional Reserves and Managed Late-Successional 

Areas 
 
McCune will email these handouts to the ACC members who participated via conference 
call. 
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Shrier expressed that at this point PacifiCorp will write up a formal proposal for USFS 
review. The ACC present agreed that they should review the proposal before presenting 
to the USFS.  
 
Aquatic Fund – Brief overview of Pre-Proposals 
 
Todd Olson (PacifiCorp Energy) communicated to the ACC that the 2006/07 Aquatic 
Funding process deadline for Pre-proposals was October 6, 2006 and we received thirteen 
(13) pre-proposals.  Olson provided two handouts (Attachment C) as indicated below for 
ACC review and discussion: 
 

o Lewis River Aquatic Fund, 2006/2007 Pre-proposal List 
o Table 4.1. Funding Process Timeline - Revised per ACC comments 9/14/06 

 
In addition, Olson said that PacifiCorp will provide a map where all proposed projects are 
located. The next step is for PacifiCorp to review all Pre-proposals and evaluate for 
further consideration. The evaluation outcome will be presented to the ACC in 
November.  Following ACC confirmation, PacifiCorp will notify the project proponents 
selected for further consideration and will request that project proponent provide 
additional information.  
 
Break <10:15am> 
Reconvene <10:30am> 
 
Information needed for Decision on ATE at Merwin Trap 
 
Shrier asked the ACC if they have any questions that the Engineering subgroup needs to 
answer regarding getting to a 95% Adult Trap Efficiency (ATE) at the Merwin Trap. This 
issue continues and any feedback comment would be appreciated on or before the next 
engineering subgroup meeting on October 31, 2006.  No comments or questions were 
provided at the meeting. 
 
Merwin Sorting Tank Configurations 
 
Shrier informed the ACC that recommendations from the engineering design group will 
be coming to the ACC for review. Shrier will be drafting the recommendations in 
October and present to the ACC for their comments prior to proceeding with 30% design.  
 
Review of Hatchery & Supplementation (H&S) Plan- (continued) 
 
Lesko provided handouts to the ACC regarding the H&S Timeline by Fish Species 
(Attachment D) for review and discussion. Olson expressed that we are nearing a point 
where PacifiCorp can begin to incorporate this information into the Service’s Plan.  
 
Lesko reviewed the spreadsheet with the ACC to include construction of fish passage 
facilities timeline, changes to hatchery operations, adult supplementation program with 
Natural Origin Broodstock fish, start of integration period for the hatcheries, fitness of 
hatchery fish and how do we make sure we have escapement goals met. Lesko stated that 
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among the Company’s biggest concern is that natural returning fish be first used to meet 
passage goals as outlined in the Hatchery and Supplementation Plan (which are 500 
steelhead, 2000 chinook and 9000 coho).  When those goals are met, additional fish 
would be available for integration into the hatchery.  Kinne expressed that they want to 
begin supplementation as soon as possible, when Natural Origin broodstock are first 
available.  
 
LouEllyn Jones suggested that the specialist (subject matter experts) discuss the risks and 
benefits regarding at what point we start taking and beginning the integration program.  
 
The ACC requested that Kinne speak with Keith Keown (WDFW) and have him bring 
the All-H Analyzer model to the next ACC meeting to illustrate a variety of scenarios for 
ACC review.  
 
In response to Kaitlen Lovell (Trout Unlimited), Olson said that as far as the Spring 
Chinook (SPCH) program goes it’s currently considered a segregated program and would 
not be considered integrated until we start taking in NORs and start using them as brood 
stock.  
 
Lesko indicated that just because natural origin broodstock are brought into the hatchery 
it does not mean the program is truly integrated.  Rather, several conditions need to be 
met including most importantly that the natural genetics drive the fitness of the 
population rather than the hatchery and that means reducing hatchery production. 
 
Malinowski expressed concern about the success of integrated programs and that he 
would like to see hatchery genetics as close to the wild genetics as possible.  
 
JohnWeinheimer (WDFW) said that he has yet to hear a definitive answer on this topic.  
The minute a wild fish is brought into a hatchery, domestication starts to impact the 
offspring of that fish.  Integration of wild fish into a hatchery program is not a silver 
bullet to be used in all situations.  It comes down to a case by case basis on what your 
management goals are and how you do the integration.  Integration versus segregation of 
stocks is still a big debate in salmon and steelhead management. 
 
Olson said that the new information from the HGMP on the issue of integration versus 
segregation will need to be considered by the ACC in the decision making process.  
 
George Lee (Yakama Nation) requested a summary sheet outlining folks concerns with 
the H&S Plan.  He also would like descriptions of acronyms including the All-H 
Analyzer (AHA) model.  
 
Study Updates 
 
Shrier provided the following study updates: 
 
Yale Entrainment Study – R2 Resources still analyzing data.  
 
Merwin Tailrace Behavior Study – Comment period ended 10/6/06. PacificCorp to 
review and address comments received. Engineering team working on designs. For more 
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technical detail the engineering Subgroup meeting notes can be located at: 
http://www.pacificorp.com/Article/Article61655.html 
 
Merwin Sorting Facility Design – Merwin Sorting and Handling Facility Holding Tank 
Configuration document to be sent to ACC in October 2006 by Shrier for their review. 
For more technical detail the engineering Subgroup meeting notes can be located at: 
http://www.pacificorp.com/Article/Article61655.html 
 
Speelyai Hatchery Expansion – Ground broken; pipelines going in; approval received for 
waiver of permit. Pouring concrete later this week.  
 
Swift Surface Collector Design 
PacifiCorp emailed the ACC on 9/18/06 requesting comments relating to the Swift 
Downstream Fish Collector. PacifiCorp did not receive any comments so the engineering 
subgroup will proceed with preparing 30% designs for review.  
 
Other Topics 
PacifiCorp and Cowlitz PUD will schedule a meeting with the Cowlitz County 
Commissioners to discuss the extended period of time to acquire project permits.  This is 
in response to counties response on the Pond # 15 permits, which were submitted by 
PacifiCorp in July 2006. Extended time for permitting may cause the Utilities to push out 
projects beyond Settlement Agreement due date.  This is a concern to the Lewis River 
Settlement Agreement Parties.  
 
Agenda items for November 9, 2006  

 
 Further review of H&S Actions Spreadsheets 
 Keith Keown HGMP presentation  
 Aquatic Fund Recommendations 
 ATE Decision Discussion 
 Merwin Sorting Tank Recommendations 
 Acclimation Pond Proposed Sites 
 LWD - Request for qualifications (RFQ’s) 
 Study Updates 

 
Next Scheduled Meetings 
 
November 9, 2006 December 14, 2006 
Merwin Hydro Facility Merwin Hydro Facility 
Ariel, WA Ariel, WA 
9:00am – 3:00pm 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:15p.m. 
 
Handouts 
 

o Final Agenda 
o Draft ACC Meeting Notes 9/14/06 
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o 2006 Spring Chinook scales from Merwin Dam Fish Collection Facility, as 
provided by WDFW, (Attachment A) 

o Lewis River Acclimation GP National Forest Land and Resource Management 
Plan Management Area Categories, as provided by USDA Forest Service 
(Attachment B) 

o Developed Recreation – Management Area Category 2 and 2L, as provided by 
USDA Forest Service, (Attachment B) 

o Wild and Scenic Rivers – Management Area Categories 8N, A7, 8D, W7, and 
NA, as provided by USDA Forest Service, (Attachment B) 

o General Late-Successional Reserve – Management Area Category L and LS, as 
provided by USDA Forest Service, (Attachment B) 

o Visual Emphasis – Management Area Category V and VL, as provided by USDA 
Forest Service, (Attachment B) 

o Chapter Two – Forest-wide Management Direction, as provided by USDA Forest 
Service, (Attachment B) 

o Chapter Five – Late-Successional Reserves and Managed Late-Successional 
Areas, as provided by USDA Forest Service, (Attachment B) 

o Lewis River Aquatic Fund, 2006/2007 Pre-proposal List, as provided by 
PacifiCorp Energy, (Attachment C) 

o Table 4.1. Funding Process Timeline - Revised per ACC comments 9/14/06, as 
provided by PacifiCorp Energy, (Attachment C) 

o Draft HS Timeline by Fish Species – October version (2), as provided by 
PacifiCorp Energy, (Attachment D) 






































































































