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FINAL Meeting Notes 

Lewis River License Implementation 
Aquatic Coordination Committee (ACC) Meeting 

July 9, 2009 
Conference Call  

 
ACC Participants Present (16) 

  
Clifford Casseseka, Yakama Nation 
Michelle Day, NMFS 
Pat Frazier, WDFW 
Bernadette Graham-Hudson, LCFRB 
Diana Gritten-MacDonald, Cowlitz PUD 
LouEllyn Jones, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Eric Kinne, WDFW 
George Lee, Yakama Nation 
Erik Lesko, PacifiCorp Energy 
Jim Malinowski, Fish First 
Kimberly McCune, PacifiCorp Energy 
Todd Olson, PacifiCorp Energy 
Frank Shrier, PacifiCorp Energy 
Rich Turner, NMFS 
Neil Turner, WDFW 
Richard Turner, NMFS 
  
Calendar: 
 
August 13, 2009 ACC Meeting Conference Call 
September 10, 2009 ACC Meeting Merwin Hydro 
 
Assignments from July 9, 2009 Meeting:    Status: 
McCune: Email copies of the Eagle Cliff Trail Feasibility Study 
Report comment letters from WDFW and USFWS to Pat Frazier 
(WDFW). 

Complete – 7/9/09 

 
Assignments from June 11, 2009 Meeting:    Status: 
Lesko/McCune: Email current version of the draft H&S Plan to the 
ACC. 

Complete – 6/17/09 

Wills: Search the Washington State University database for an article 
on the use of electro-anesthesia on Chinook salmon and email the 
entire article to the ACC.  

Complete – 6/16/09 

Rich Turner: Provide the link to the NW Fish Culture Conference 
abstract on electro-anesthesia to the ACC. 

Complete – 6/11/09 

 
Assignments from April 9, 2009 Meeting:    Status: 
ACC: Further investigate WDFW carcass survey methods established 
in 1978 and determine “next step” regarding modifications needed, if 

Pending – Per Pat 
Frazier could take  
1 – 2 months to put 
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any, to the 1978 methods.  together 

 
Opening, Review of Agenda and Meeting Notes 
 
Frank Shrier (PacifiCorp Energy) called the meeting to order at 9:05am. Shrier reviewed 
the agenda for the day and requested any changes/additions.  LouEllyn Jones (USFWS) 
requested the addition of the Eagle Cliff tour update.  
 
Eagle Cliff Trail  
 
Due to technical difficulty on the conference call Todd Olson (PacifiCorp Energy) 
provided the update and Jones confirmed that the update was accurate.  
 
Olson informed the ACC that a tour of the Eagle Cliff Trail was conducted. 
Representatives from USFWS, PacifiCorp Energy and WDFW were present. PacifiCorp 
received comments from both USFWS and WDFW requesting not to build the trail due to 
potential threat to bull trout (Attachment A).  In response to Pat Frazier’s (WDFW) 
question about who represented WDFW on the tour Kimberly McCune (PacifiCorp 
Energy) will email copies of the letters to his attention.  The outcome of the trail is 
pending a decision from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  
 

Michelle Day and Diana Gritten-MacDonald joined 
 
Shrier requested comments and/or changes to the ACC Draft 6/11/09 meeting notes. 
Michelle Day (NMFS) requested the meeting notes review and approval be appended to 
the end of the meeting to provide additional time for her review.  
 
Hatchery and Supplementation Plan (H & S Plan) Update 
 
Erik Lesko (PacifiCorp Energy) informed the ACC attendees that the next H&S Plan 
Subgroup meeting will take place on July 14, 2009 at WDFW, Vancouver, WA to work 
on completing the Spring Chinook portion of the H&S plan and then move on to the 
Coho program.  Lesko expressed that there are monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 
components within the Hatchery & Supplementation Plan (H&S), the Monitoring and 
Evaluation Plan (currently under ACC review) and the Hatchery & Genetic Management 
Plans (HGMP).   So a focus at the July 14th meeting is to review the M&E sections of 
these plans to identify overlap and ensure consistency with the H&S Plan.   
 
Lesko informed the ACC attendees that August 1, 2009 is the target date for release of 
the 30-day review version of the H&S Plan.  He emphasized that the H&S plan is a 
general plan used to direct implementation activities and that the impending and related 
Annual Operating Plans for each species will be where the details of implantation are 
described.  Therefore, the H&S plan will not have significant changes to it which should 
help with the review time.   
 
The FERC is requiring submittal of the H&S Plan on or before December 26, 2009.  
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Release Point for Adults at Swift Discussion 
 
Shrier provided a brief PowerPoint presentation (Attachment B) as a visual aid during 
discussions and consideration of options to get fish to the upper watershed.  
 
Shrier informed the ACC attendees that the primary question is how we get adult fish into 
the upper Lewis if there is snow, road failure or if the elevation of Swift reservoir is too 
low. The Engineering subgroup is discussing a number of options, one of which is the use 
of a flume (approximately 150’ x 12”) from the corner of the Eagle Cliff parking lot into 
the river (see slides 3 & 4 in the PowerPoint). Day expressed that consideration should be 
given to the size of the flume and securing the end to discourage use by children. Shrier 
shares this concern but said that the intent is to not leave the flume up during recreation 
season as the design is meant to be portable and temporary.  
 

Rich Turner joined 
 

Wild vs. Hatchery Spawning Success related to Electro-anesthesia (EA) Discussion 
 
Shrier communicated to the ACC attendees that after conducting some research he did 
not find anyone who has evaluated the effects of electro-anesthesia on spawning success.  
 
Day expressed that she has completed a cursory review of the paper written by Gayle 
Zydlewski (Attachment C), as provided by Shannon Wills (Cowlitz Indian Tribe). Day 
noted that the Zydlewski article looked at immediate effects but not that of spawning 
success. She also saw that more injuries occurred with the use of EA than with MS-222. 
 
Day expressed concern that EA could affect the outcome goal and the affect of our 
choices may be doing something that minimizes the outcome success.  She also 
recognizes that more homework is needed. She also communicated that it is important for 
the ACC to be fully aware and to do the best thing to meet all our objectives regarding 
save and efficient fish passage.  
 
Frazier communicated that a tagging study at the Cowlitz program this Fall could be 
considered.  
 
General discussion took place regarding varying voltage setting for first and second 
phases, application of MS-222 and use of electroshock, number of hemorrhages per fish 
as a result of electroshock and necropsy on fish. 
 
The ACC agreed to add this topic on the August ACC agenda so that the ACC can 
continue to look for more information and report back.  
 
Bull Trout Concerns 
 
Lesko informed the ACC attendees that Eagle Cliff and the IP Pool at times contain a lot 
of bull trout which can be very susceptible to anglers. Approximately ten angler 
fishermen were found recently fishing at these two locations. One angler had caught a 
bull trout and placed it in a bucket. Fortunately it was still alive so he was forced to place 
it back into the river. Lesko spoke with Sgt. Rick Webb, WDFW Enforcement Officer 
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about placing regulation signs indicating, “Absolutely no fishing” and “Closed waters”.  
Signs are needed as soon as possible. Lesko also pointed out that these signs will be 
different than those planned as part of the Recreational Interpretation and Education 
Program.  Informational signs required by the Settlement Agreement are not to be 
confused with regulation signs from the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife.  
 
Frazier said that he would meet with Sgt. Webb about the signs and talk about emphasis 
patrols to cover sensitive areas.  
 
Study Updates 
 
Shrier and Lesko provided the following study updates: 
 
Swift Constructed Channel and Swift Upper Release – Excavation at the upstream site is 
ongoing. Gravel placement (upper release portion) will begin this week or next.   
 
Hatchery Upgrades – Pond walls at Lewis River Pond #15 are complete; construction to 
begin for hatchery platform and building.  The pescalator will be in place within the 
month.  
 
Speelyai Burrows Pond project is waiting on one construction permit.  
 
Stress Release Pond Design – The Design is out for a 30-day review and comment 
period. Comments due on July 27, 2009.  
 
Acclimation Pond Plan – Consultants working on a conceptual design. The consultants 
and the ACC are counting on the Yakama Nation staff for input regarding location and 
design. 
 
Water Quality Management Plan – Currently still under Washington Department of 
Ecology (DOE) review.  DOE is developing a comment letter.  
 
Monitoring and Evaluation Plan (ACC Review Draft) – The Plan is out for a 90-day 
review and comment period. Comments due September 21, 2009.  
 

George Lee and Clifford Casseseka joined 
 
Baseline Monitoring Plan – The next meeting is scheduled for in August to discuss 
findings of field work and samples.  
 
Yale Spillway Modification – Submitted to the FERC on June 24, 2009. 
 
Merwin 90% Design Submittal – Submitted to the ACC and the Services for a 45-day 
review and comment period. Comments are due August 10, 2009. 
 
Swift 90% Design Submittal – Submitted to the ACC and the Services for a 45-day 
review and comment period. Comments are due August 10, 2009. 
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Stranding Study – The Study will be conducted by Stillwater Sciences and Interfluve.  
PacifiCorp requested the study be available to the ACC in August 2009 for a 30-day 
review and comment period.  The Study is due on June 26, 2011 (year 3 of the License). 
 
Review and comments on June 11, 2009 Meeting Notes 
 
Day requested clarification in the notes when Bryan Nordlund (NMFS) is referenced as 
he was not present at the June 11, 2009 meeting. Kimberly McCune (PacifiCorp Energy) 
will add text where appropriate to clarify Nordlund’s was not present at the ACC 
meeting.  
  
The meeting notes were approved with the changes referenced above at 10:15am. 
 
Public Comment  
None 
 
New Topics 
None 
 
Agenda items for August 13, 2009 

 
 Review July 9, 2009 Meeting Notes 
 Update from H&S Plan Subgroup 
 Wild vs. Hatchery Spawning Success related to Electro-anesthesia (EA) 

Discussion 
 Study/Work Product Updates 

 
Next Scheduled Meetings 
 
August 13, 2009 September 10, 2009 
Conference Call Merwin Hydro Control Center
 Ariel, WA 
9:00am – 3:00pm 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Handouts 
 

o Final Agenda 
o Draft ACC Meeting Notes 6/11/09 
o Attachment A – Eagle Cliff Trail Feasibility Study Report, WDFW and USFWS 

Comments, dated June 19, 2009 
o Attachment B – Release Point for Adults at Swift Power Point, dated July 9, 2009 
o Attachment C – Use of Electroshock for Euthanizing and Immobilizing Adult 

Spring Chinook Salmon in a Hatchery, by Gayle Barbin Zydlewski 



 
State of Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 

Mailing Address:  600 Capitol Way N, Olympia WA 98501-1091, (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207 
Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia WA 

 
June 19th 2009 
 
David Moore 
Cultural Resources Coordinator, PacifiCorp 
825 NE Multnomah, Suite 1500 
Portland OR 97232 
 
RE: Swift 1 Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. P-2111 – Eagle Cliff Trail Feasibility 
Study Report, May 2009 
 
The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) appreciates the 
opportunity to review the Eagle Cliff Trail Feasibility Study submitted in May of 2009 
associated with FERC Project Number 2111.  We have reviewed the study and our 
comments are contained below. 
 
WDFW continues to have concerns about the alignment options for the Eagle Cliff Trail.  
Conducting construction activities and/or locating the trail over the pool via a 
cantilevered system along the base of Eagle Cliff and will have an appreciable impact on 
the Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus) that utilize that specific area as a staging pool 
(trail section designated “B-C” in the Feasibility Study) prior to spawning up Pine Creek 
and other systems in the area.  There is also evidence, through conversations with 
PacifiCorp biologist Erik Lesko, that surveys have shown Bull Trout utilizing the area 
year round for foraging.  Although there are assurances in the plan that the impact from 
falling rocky debris from blasting would be “unlikely to be adversely affected” and 
“under normal conditions, the material will be widely distributed by high wintertime 
flows” (Page 20, paragraph 4 of report), WDFW believes that the potential for any impact 
to a Federally Threatened species and its associated habitat needs to be avoided at any 
reasonable cost.   
 
The removal of streamside vegetation to accommodate this plan is also of concern, as 
maintaining stable water temperatures as well as providing vegetative cover are 
paramount for this species.  In addition, the plan calls for removing several larger trees 
along the trail path near points B-C.  This area of the trail in particular has shallow soils 
with a high potential for slides and material deposition into the Lewis River system.  
WDFW wants to ensure that bank stability is maintained in the area so that further slides 
and sedimentation does not occur, particularly in the pool at the base of Eagle Cliff.     
 
There is also a concern about ongoing disturbance for this specific area from trail users, 
both purposeful and inadvertent.  The threat of poaching is always a concern, and the 
placing of a trail above or adjacent to the pool combined with limited enforcement 



 
State of Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 

Mailing Address:  600 Capitol Way N, Olympia WA 98501-1091, (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207 
Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia WA 

 
officers in the area, this risk is increased under the current suggested alignment.   In 
addition, passerby’s can inadvertently startle and stress the fish while staging to spawn.  
This, coupled with the potential for litter and additional sedimentation to the system from 
trail users (particularly equestrian), increases the risk to Bull Trout and their habitat.  
Because of this, WDFW echoes the United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) 
concern and does not support construction of the Eagle Cliff Trail at this location.  
WDFW would be open to the possibility of a trail at another location within the project 
area that would not have the same type of risk to environmental resources.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this study.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact me using the information provided below. 
 
 

 
 
David Geroux 
Habitat Biologist  
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(360) 902 2539 
David.geroux@dfw.gov.wa 
 
  
 
CC: Travis Nelson and Curt Leigh of WDFW, and LouEllyn Jones USFWS 




































