
Lewis River Hydroelectric Projects Settlement Agreement 
Lewis River Recreation Coordination Committee (LRC) 

 Meeting Agenda  
 
Date & Time:  Wednesday, October 23, 2019 

9:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
    
Place:   Merwin Hydro Facility                            
   105 Merwin Village Court  

Ariel, WA  98603  
 
Contacts:   Lore Boles: (360) 225-4412 

Jessica Kimmick:  (503) 813-6945 
     
 

Time Discussion Item 
 9:30 AM Welcome and Introductions 

 Preview Agenda 
 9:40 AM Rolling Five Year Recreation Action Plan - Review 
10:00 AM Completed Recreation Facility Capital Improvements Program 

 Lewis River Park Gate Replacement 
 Lower Lewis River Access Site Picnic Sites 

10:15 AM Ongoing Recreation Facility Capital Improvements Program 
 ADA Fishing Access Project: update 
 Cedar Creek Boat Launch: update 
 IP Road Trail Project: update  
 Eagle Cliff Park Improvements: update 
 Swift ADA Site Improvements: update 

10:35 AM Break 
10:45 AM Upcoming Implementation/Other Planned Projects 

 Eagle Cliff Trail Alternative – DECISION REQUESTED 
 Shoreline Dispersed Use Impact Measurements 
 Shoreline Dispersed Site Improvements 
 Speelyai Overflow Parking  
 Cresap Bay Park Seawall Refurbishment 
 Beaver Bay Park Redesign 
 Cougar Park Day Use Restroom Dry Rot Repair 

11:25 AM Next Meeting 
 Scheduling 
 Agenda Topics 

11:30 AM Adjourn 
 
Join by phone 
(503) 813-6614 (US)       
(503) 813-5252 [Portland, OR] (US)     
(855) 499-5252 [Toll-Free] (US)  
 
Conference ID: 3507838   
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FINAL Meeting Notes 
Lewis River License Implementation 

Lewis River Recreation Committee (LRC) Meeting 
October 23, 2019 

Merwin Hydro Control Center 
 
LRC Participants (13) 
Kim McCune, PacifiCorp 
Jessica Kimmick, PacifiCorp 
Briana Weatherly, PacifiCorp 
Peggy Miller, WDFW 
Adam Cole, RCO 
Katie Pruitt, RCO 
Susan Rosebrough, National Park Service 
Rex Hapala, DNR 
Amanda Froberg, Cowlitz PUD 
Robin Rose, GPNF 
Ruth Tracy, GPNF 
Bryan West, MSH USFS 
Mariah Reese, Lewis River Community Council 
 
Guests (8) 
Pat Smith, Swift View Estates HOA 
Nathan Coy, Northwoods Cabin Owner 
Collin Farrell, Northwoods HOA President 
Rene Lippelgoos, Northwoods Resident 
Jim West, Northwoods Resident 
William Collins, Northwoods Resident 
Mick Lippelgoos, Northwoods Resident 
Mike Kirkpatrick, Northwoods Resident  
 

 

 
 
 

Assignments from October 23, 2019 Meeting Status 
Tracy:  Discuss Eagle Cliff trail alternative 2 and 4 trail proposals 
with the Monument Manager and get back to PacifiCorp by  
December 1, 2019.  

Ongoing 

Assignments from October 24, 2018 Meeting Status 
Weatherly: Conduct further reconnaissance for other viable Eagle Cliff 
Trail options.  

Complete 

Tracy (USFS): Inquire with USFS recreation department to see how 
staff feels about hiking through either side of FR90, specific to Eagle 
Cliff trail options.  Important to note that any alternative on USFS 
land will involve ground disturbance and vegetation removal across 
their lands.   

Ongoing 
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Opening, Review of Agenda and Meeting Notes 
Jessica Kimmick (PacifiCorp) called the meeting to order @ 9:30 a.m.  
 
Rolling 5-Year Recreation Action Plan  
Kimmick provided a thorough review of the Lewis River Rolling 5-Year Recreation Action Plan 
and Unanticipated projects in 2018 (Attachment A), which was emailed to the LRC for its 
review October 1, 2019.  
 
Completed Recreation Facility Capital Improvements Program  
 

 
 Lower Lewis River Access Site Picnic Sites: 2 picnic tables (per site) have been 

installed at Island Ramp, Johnson Creek, and Cedar Creek river access sites.  Merwin 
Hatchery had picnic tables installed in tandem with previous parking area 
improvements, and Lewis River Hatchery site was deemed not feasible due to 
potential high flow events.  This project was completed spring 2019. 

 
 Lewis River Park Gate Replacement (Speelayi, Yale and Saddle Dam Parks) - Old 

model gates, with suspected lead paint, were removed and were disposed of properly.  
Replacement gate design consists of two gate arms and a center locking bollard, 
allowing for independent ingress/egress control, and traffic teeth on the egress side.  
This new gate design was installed to allow for nighttime ingress control, while 
allowing guests to leave unimpeded.  A splitter lock has been installed to allow 24 
hour emergency service access to parks.  Ingress control is needed to, allow for 
people to leave after entry to parks is closed in the evenings (park entry closes at 
9pm, but people are allowed to remain in park until 10pm in summer months), and 
allow for the unimpeded departure of Yale Reservoir dispersed shoreline campers 
after park closure hours and other public safety and security issues.  This project was 
completed in spring 2019.  

 
Ongoing Recreation Facility Capital Improvements Program 
 ADA Fishing Access Project Update: The FERC approved the Haapa site in concept.  

PacifiCorp does not own the subject site but they intend to pursue a long term lease with 
Clark County, develop design and secure necessary permits for construction and will 
continue to keep the LRC updated on PacifiCorp’s efforts. 

 
 Cedar Creek Boat Launch Update – PacifiCorp has been unable to secure Clark County 

permits in time for a 2019 construction start. Once permits are received all the documents 
are sent to DNR for the WDFW to secure an aquatic land lease.  If regulatory approvals 
are provided timely PacifiCorp will proceed during low water (August 2020). 
 

 IP Road Trail Project Update – PacifiCorp and DNR have been unable to come to   
agreement regarding language for the proposed land easement for the parking lot. 
PacifiCorp is currently beginning negotiations to instead purchase the parcels from DNR 
for parking.  

 
 Eagle Cliff Park Improvements Update - The improvements include delineated parking 

area; moving picnic area upstream of the parking area, vault toilet, ADA facilities and 
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plantings to manage storm water drainage.  On schedule for an anticipated completion 
date of December 31, 2019 (see before and after photos below).  

 

 
Eagle Cliff Park – parking lot before (Jan. 2019) 

 
Eagle Cliff Park – parking lot before 

 



 4

 
Eagle Cliff Park – parking lot during:   Sept. 2019 

 

 
Eagle Cliff Park – parking lot during: ADA paved parking and pathway  

to vault toilet and picnic area.  
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 Swift ADA Site Improvements Update – Design phase has ended and PacifiCorp is moving 
to the permitting process.  The intent is to complete construction by December 31, 2020.   
 

Improvements will include the following:  
 Vault toilet 
 Boat trailer ADA parking 
 ADA Camp sites in A & C loops 
 Boat ramp/dock will  accommodate ADA access  

 
Break <10:45am> 
Reconvene <11:00am> 

 
Upcoming Implementation/Other Projects 
 Eagle Cliff Park Alternative Discussion and Comment – Weatherly provided a 

PowerPoint (Attachment B) detailed timeline and update of the four trail alternatives 
below that have each been evaluated for suitability.  

 

 
PacifiCorp expressed that in light of the presented information, past discussions and unsuccessful 
efforts to identify trail construction opportunities on PacifiCorp lands in the Swift basin, 
PacifiCorp would like to discuss proceeding with the draft March 2018 license amendment 
application. 
 
PacifiCorp will conduct further reconnaissance for other viable options. Ruth Tracy (USFS) will 
inquire with their recreation department to see how folks feel about hiking through USFS land on 
the North side of FS90.  Important to note that any alternative on USFS land will involve ground 
disturbance and vegetation removal across their lands.   
 
After review and discussion of the four alternatives the LRC agreed to continue evaluation 
of alternative 2 as a first priority and alternative 4 as a second priority. Alternatives 1 & 3 
are no longer considered viable options and no further action will be taken for these two 
options.  
 
The LRC further agreed to an additional 7-day review period to provide any additional comments 
on or before close of business Thursday, October 31, 2019. 
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Ruth Tracy, GPNF agreed to discuss Alternative 2 and 4 Trail proposals with the Monument 
Manager and get back to PacifiCorp by December 1, 2019.  

 
 Shoreline Dispersed Use Impact Measurements – Once access to dispersed sites is regained 

on Swift Reservoir (currently inaccessible due to low water) PacifiCorp will be performing 
dispersed campsite use impact measurements to ensure site creep and vegetation/habitat 
impacts are not occurring. 

 Use Data Collection- Day use data is collected by park hosts Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
holidays, inclusive of both people and vehicle counts. Campground reservations are 
completed via an online reservation system and require guest check in with park hosts so 
camping use data is collected seven days a week.  The May – September 2019 use data was 
shown to meeting attendees (see attachment).   

 Shoreline Dispersed Site Improvements – USFS stated Shoreline Dispersed Site 
Improvements wouldn’t need NEPA if no ground disturbance is required.  There is the 
potential need to anchor picnic tables, and this might result in permitting needs.  USFS will 
be looking into next steps (possible categorical exclusion) and getting back to PacifiCorp 
so that they may move forward. 

 Speelyai Overflow Parking –Projects are to improve existing overflow parking in the 
quarry area at Speelyai Bay Park and evaluate feasibility of providing additional parking 
with trail access to boat launch.  Both projects will be completed June 2020. 

 Cresap Bay Park Seawall Refurbishment – all erosion control methodology, including 
using vegetation, will be considered.  Project is anticipated but not funded yet.  

 Beaver Bay Park Redesign – planned for 2020 & 2021. 
 Cougar Park Day Use Restroom Dry Rot Repair - Removal and repair of dry will continue 

into 2020.  Scope of work is currently unknown. 
 
Other 
PacifiCorp was asked by cabin owners on Swift Reservoir about lengthening the boat launch at 
Swift Forest Camp.  The bathymetry would not allow that sort of project, due to an existing steep 
drop off at the current end of the ramp.   
 
Cabin owners on Swift Reservoir stated that PacifiCorp should look into extending the boat dock 
at Swift Forest Camp, which would allow more use as they anticipate that if water levels continue 
to be too low for them to use their docks, there will continue to be heavy use impacts on Swift 
Forest Camp’s boat launch structure.   
 
It was requested that PacifiCorp keep an eye on milfoil at Speelyai Park, and look into the piece 
of shoreline between the swimming area and boat launch to see if shrubs can be removed. 
 
Suggested that PacifiCorp keep an eye on the ending of the Port of Woodland’s lease for the 
Cougar restroom and the Cowlitz Economic Development Council.   
 
Next Scheduled Meeting: 
 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
Merwin Hydro Control Center 
Ariel, WA 
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Meeting Handouts & Attachments: 
 Agenda from 10/23/19 
 Attachment A - Lewis River Rolling 5-Year Recreation Action Plan, October 23, 

2019 
 Attachment B – Eagle Cliff Trail Alternatives PowerPoint, October 2, 2019 

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30a.m. 
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McCune, Kimberly

From: McCune, Kimberly
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 9:29 AM
To: Amanda Froberg; 'Bill Bjerke'; Chelsea Muise; Dan Haws; 'Deb Schoenberg'; Deputy Pat 

Bond; 'Jeremy Kanooth'; Katie Pruit; Kimmick, Jessica; Mariah Stoll-Smith Reese; Mayor 
Will Finn; Nathan Reynolds; Noel Johnson; Olson, Todd; Peggy Miller; 'Rex Hapala'; 
Rose, Robin G -FS; Ruth Tracy; Sgt. Alex Schoening; Susan Rosebrough; Wendy Brown

Cc: Weatherly, Briana
Subject: REVIEW REQUESTED: Article 406 - Eagle Cliff Park Trail 
Attachments: 10022019 Eagle Cliff Trail Alter.pdf

Importance: High

Attn: LRC Representatives 
 
Article 406 of the FERC License for the Swift No. 1 Hydroelectric Project (Project No, 2111) requires that 
PacifiCorp file for Commission approval an Eagle Cliff Park Trail Plan (Trail Plan). 
 
However, during the consultation on the Trail Plan the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) determined that the Trail Plan should be abandoned 
because : 1) the proposed trail is likely to adversely impact bull trout protected by the Endangered Species Act; 
and 2) the proposed trail no longer serves a meaningful purpose because the network of trails to which it was 
intended to provide a link have not been developed (leading USFWS to characterize the proposed trail as a “trail 
to nowhere”). 
 
In March 2018, PacifiCorp distributed an application for non-capacity amendment of FERC License No. 2111, 
to remove the requirement for an Eagle Cliff Trail, to settlement parties and consultation agencies. No 
comments were received with the exception of one from the Washington Recreation and Conservation Office 
stating that they do not support the proposed license amendment and request evaluation of additional trail 
alternatives. In response to this comment, PacifiCorp evaluated, as discussed at the October 2018 Lewis River 
Recreation Committee (LRC) meeting,  Trail Alternatives 1 and 2. Neither options were viable, so at the request 
of LRC members PacifiCorp evaluated Trail Alternatives 3 and 4 in PacifiCorp land units 27 and 36 in July 
2019. For reasons outlined in the attached presentation, these were not good trail options either.  
 
The attached presentation is provided for your review. In light of the presented information, past discussions 
and unsuccessful efforts to identify trail construction opportunities on PacifiCorp lands in the Swift basin, 
PacifiCorp would like to discuss proceeding with the draft March 2018 license amendment application at the 
upcoming LRC meeting on October 23, 2019.  
 
Thank you.   
 
Kimberly McCune 
Sr. Business Administrator 
PacifiCorp – Hydro Resources 
825 NE Multnomah St., Suite 1800 
Portland, OR  97232 
Ph: (503) 813-6078 
 






















