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FINAL Meeting Notes 
Lewis River License Implementation 

Terrestrial Coordination Committee (TCC) Meeting 
  September 9, 2015 

Merwin Hydro Control Center & Field Tour 
Ariel, WA 

 
TCC Participants Present: (10) 
Ray Croswell, RMEF 
Kirk Naylor, PacifiCorp 
Kendel Emmerson, PacifiCorp  
Kim McCune, PacifiCorp 
Diana Gritten-MacDonald, Cowlitz PUD 
Erik White, Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
Nathan Reynolds, Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
Peggy Miller, WDFW 
Eric Holman, WDFW 
 
Guests: 
Stuart Freitas, Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
 
Calendar: 
 
October 14, 2015 TCC Meeting  Cowlitz PUD – 

Longview, WA 
 
Assignments from September 9, 2015 Status 
Naylor: Review the cover/forage ratio to address the topic of harvesting the 
hillside in Unit 3 specific to the meadow enhancement plan.  

Complete – 
10/14/15 

Emmerson:  Nathan Reynolds (Cowlitz Indian Tribe) indicated he would like 
a copy of the McKee Meadow cultural survey.  

Pending 

Cowlitz PUD – Turtle Dove Communication Site: Define area of impact on a 
map that includes project footprint and beam path and associated clearing 
needs. 

Project 
withdrawn – 

10/7/15 
Cowlitz PUD – Turtle Dove Communication Site: Provide azimuth and 
widths of the beam path. 

Project 
withdrawn – 

10/7/15 
 
Assignments from August 12, 2015 Status 
McCune/MacDonald – To accommodate those TCC participants not in 
attendance, the Utilities will provide an additional 7-day comment period for 
the Turtle Dove Communication Site before a decision is considered final. 

Complete – 
7/21/15 

 
Assignments from June 13, 2012 Status 
Naylor: Review the SA/WHMP budget(s) as well as determine status and 
opportunity for coordination with John Cook (NCASI) and Lisa Shipley 
(Washington State University) doing the black-tail study and report back to 

TBD 
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the TCC.  
 
Review of Agenda and Finalize Meeting Notes 
Kirk Naylor (PacifiCorp) called the meeting to order at 9:05am. Naylor reviewed the agenda and 
asked the TCC if there were any changes/additions.  Eric Holman (WDFW) will provide an update 
on fishers and Nathan Reynolds (Cowlitz Indian Tribe) will update the TCC on the mountain goat 
survey activity and the scotch broom removal at the Swift schoolhouse property.  
 
Naylor reviewed the August 12, 2015 meeting notes and assignments. The meeting notes were 
approved at 9:15 a.m. without change. 
 
Cowlitz PUD Turtle Dove Communication Site – Review site plan, narrative and drawings 
Diana Gritten-MacDonald (Cowlitz PUD) provided a cursory review of the PUDs wishes to install 
a communication pole that is within 150 feet of an unmapped perennial non-fish bearing stream 
(Attachment A). After  a field tour on August 12, 2015 and a 7-day review and comment period 
comments were received from Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, PacifiCorp, John Clapp (Citizen 
at-large) and the US Forest Service (Attachment A). 
 
TCC discussion took place to address the following, but not limited to, line of sight, buffers, 
potential vegetation trimming, relocation of the pole to not affect WHMP lands, vegetation 
management/maintenance zone, management criteria in a communication pole’s beam path 
(easement), incorporating the vegetation management affected area into PacifiCorp’s GIS 
mapping, methods of memorializing the easement, limiting the terms to 20-25 years (based on 
technological needs), consideration of front-end mitigation adequate for the life of the Lewis River 
license, time line of construction, and when TCC should be consulted for review and approval.  
 
Naylor suggested the PUD consider hanging its telecommunications equipment on an existing 
PacifiCorp transmission pole if possible if there can’t be agreement with TCC concerns. 
PacifiCorp would have to consult transmission operations to see if this is feasible. 
 
Gritten-MacDonald will be reporting back to the TCC on the following discussion points: 

 Describe its WHMP buffer 
 Define area of impact on a map that includes project footprint and beam path and 

associated clearing needs.  
 Acknowledge in writing the communication pole and associated beam path are within  the 

150 foot stream buffer 
 PUD indicates in writing that it won’t remove any tree greater  than 3”dbh 
 Only planting grass is not adequate  restoration for the TCC 
 Azimuth and widths of the beam path 
 WHMP requirements remain if PUD abrogates its responsibilities 
 Memorialize in an easement from PacifiCorp; renewal may occur every 10-15 years; 

include dates to check routine maintenance 
 Easement recorded 

 
Gritten-MacDonald will present the above points back to the engineers for their review and 
comment.  The TCC agreed to conduct is meeting next month (October 14, 2015) at the Cowlitz 
PUD Longview, WA office to continue its review and discussion.  
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<Break 10:40am> 
<Reconvene 10:50am> 
 
Review Tree Removal Details of McKee meadow, proposed seed mix, schedule and cost for 
2016 (Unit 3) 
Kendel Emmerson (PacifiCorp) informed the TCC that McKee Meadow has existed for 30+ years 
and at present it’s not meeting the WHMP criteria of >75% grass cover.  PacifiCorp would like to 
turn over and replant McKee Meadows and expand both meadows by about 1/3 acre by removing 
some red alders and big leaf maples. The meadows mostly consist of reed canary grass, weeds, and 
forbs. Elk use has declined in recent years partly due to the decline in forage, but also because 
timber harvests near the ROW provide better and more accessible forage.  As the timber harvests 
mature, these permanent forage areas will become more important and elk use is expected to 
increase. The area is a hot spot for birds due to the surrounding shoreline and tree/shrub diversity. 
The proposed schedule will be to spray blackberry on the edges this fall, do tree removal in winter, 
and spray meadows with glyphosate in early spring, then rototill, and reseed by mid spring.   
 
An aerial map, estimated budget and forage seed mix value for McKee Meadow Restoration was 
provided (Attachment B) for TCC review.  The aerial map illustrated expansion areas, trees 
marked for removal to allow for expansion, hazard tree removal, shade trees, future shrub planting 
and shoreline buffers (see legend below).  
 

 
 
Emmerson provided a cursory review of the forage seed mix value(s) (Attachment B) to include 
the addition of 20% EcoPrairie Native Seed Mix from Sunmark Seeds. The estimated expense for 
permitting with Cowlitz County is $2,000 and approximately an eight month permitting process.  
 
A cultural resources survey was completed on September 3, 2015. PacifiCorp’s contractor, 
Historical Research Associates, conducted the survey (7 shovel probes) and cultural clearance was 
received on September 3, 2015.  Nathan Reynolds (Cowlitz Indian Tribe) indicated he would like a 
copy of the survey. Farm equipment with historical significance was found on site and will not be 
removed.  
 
Naylor will determine forest practices application costs as Class IV requires an ID team.  
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Following a safety briefing, the TCC proceeded with a tour of Upper and Lower McKee Meadow.  
 

    
Figure 1. Lower McKee Meadow and tree removal area to expand meadow.  

      
Figure 2. Upper McKee Meadow.  Some of the trees that will be removed 

These meadows are surrounded by old red alders many of them with significant decay.  Several 
hazard trees with potential to strike the road between the meadows and/or the meadows will be 
removed too. These meadows are within 200 feet of the shoreline and will require a shoreline 
permit; therefore it’s more efficient to address all tree issues at one time. The shoreline along 
Upper McKee is open to the reservoir and is on a dangerous bank that cannot be mowed. To 
provide a visual screen to the meadow and prevent tractors from mowing the area it will be planted 
with shrubs.  
 
The TCC agreed that they wish to proceed with McKee Meadow restoration, however, discussion 
took place regarding combining the McKee Meadow restoration with timber harvest of the older 
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alder on the adjacent slope to offset some of the tree removal costs. Kirk and Kendel will develop 
cost comparison of doing the McKee Meadow restoration tree removal separately versus 
combining with adjacent timber harvest. The timber harvest would be on accelerated schedule that 
would not provide time to complete 2-years of goshawk surveys, so alternative survey method 
approach will need to be determined.  Kendel explained that the 134 trees marked for tree removal 
surrounding the meadows are completely visible from the ground and visual inspection did not see 
any indication of a raptors nest, therefore it seemed adequate to assume no goshawks are nesting in 
the trees.   
 
Speelyai Hatchery Hazard Trees 
The TCC viewed the hazard trees located around the Speelyai Hatchery and Naylor pointed out 
those trees that were marked for removal due to root rot. Kendel will need to review the goshawk 
matrix and the surrounding area to determine what level of surveys would be required.  
 
SMP Compliance at Kings Landing 
This communication is considered privileged and confidential and not for public viewing.  
 
Other: 
Lewis River Exhibit G 
Naylor informed the TCC that the FERC requires updating of PacifiCorp’s Exhibit Gs when new 
land is acquired and improvements/modifications are made that affect the FERC boundary. 
PacifiCorp is currently implementing an update of its Exhibit Gs for the Lewis River projects to 
address flowage easements (slivers of land) and right-of-ways to confirm and define accuracy of 
PacifiCorp’s ownership.  The update identified the road right-of ways (ROW’s) for State Route 
503 and Forest Road 90 are included in the WHMP acreage determination. PacifiCorp cannot 
control vegetation management in these ROW’s. Those lands determined not to be WHMP lands, 
which are approximately 194 acres will be extracted from the WHMP as they are not within the 
FERC project boundary.  
 
Fishers in Washington 
Eric Holman (WDFW) informed the TCC that the capture, release and establishing a population of 
fishers to the Olympic Mountains is successful. Trapping extirpated the Washington population of 
fishers. It’s time to move forward to the next phase of fisher recovery, which will be to release 
fishers in the southern Washington Cascade mountains, which provides adequate amounts of older 
forests that fishers are associated with.  A transmitter implant will be used for monitoring efforts.  
On-the-ground confirmation will also take place by looking for tracks and reproduction for 
approximately three years.   
 
WDFW is optimistic for going forward this winter; capture, care, and transport will take place 
approximately November 15, 2015.  
 
Further detail on the WDFW and fisher conservation, as well as the Olympic National Park Fisher 
Reintroduction efforts can be found at the following link: http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/fisher/ 
 
Mt. St. Helens – Mountain Goats 
Nathan Reynolds (Cowlitz Indian Tribe) informed the TCC that 65 mountain goats were surveyed 
in 2014 (the southwest and southeast areas were not surveyed). Anecdotal reports of large herds 
this past Spring 2015 have been received. The 2015 results are 152 (49 kids positively observed 
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which is inclusive of the 152).  There is evidence of good survival and numbers growing really 
fast.   The 2015 survey included better geographic (southwest and southeast areas), coverage 
around the mountain. The mountain goats have been observed around the 2,000’ level and it would 
not be surprising if they dispersed down to Swift.    
 
It was also noted that human/goat interaction is something WDFW and Mt. St. Helens Monument 
would be advised to be proactive and look into.  
 
Scotch Broom – Swift Schoolhouse 
Reynolds communicated that the Swift schoolhouse property includes 18 acres under WHMP 
lands. The Tribe is actively pulling scotch broom to address the outbreak in this unit.  
 

<3:00 p.m. meeting adjourned> 
 
Agenda items for October 14, 2015 

 
 Review September 9, 2015 Meeting Notes 
 Cowlitz PUD Turtle Dove Communication Site (cont’d) 
 Fall Timber Harvest 
 Northern goshawk survey needs at Speelyai Hatchery and McKee Meadows 
 McKee meadow tree removal separately or to combine with 2016 timber harvest 

 
Next Scheduled Meetings 
 
October 14, 2015 
Cowlitz PUD – Longview, WA 

 
Attachments:  

 September 9, 2015 Meeting Agenda 
 Attachment A - Cowlitz PUD Microwave Antenna/Pole; Turtle Dove Lane, Cougar, WA 

and TCC 7-day review comments 
 Attachment B -  Aerial Map, estimated budget and forage seed mix value for McKee 

Meadow Restoration 
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