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FINAL Meeting Notes 
Lewis River License Implementation 

Terrestrial Coordination Committee (TCC) Meeting 
  March 10, 2010 

Ariel, WA 
 
TCC Participants Present: (13) 

 
Susan Cierebiej, WDFW  
Ray Croswell, RMEF 
Kendel Emmerson, PacifiCorp Energy  
Diana Gritten-MacDonald, Cowlitz PUD 
Eric Holman, WDFW 
LouEllyn Jones, USFWS (via conference) 
Curt Leigh, WDFW 
Kimberly McCune, PacifiCorp Energy 
Kirk Naylor, PacifiCorp Energy 
Bob Nelson, RMEF 
Bill Richardson, RMEF 
Mariah Stoll-Smith Reese, Lewis River Community Council 
Mitch Wainwright, USDA Forest Service 
 
Calendar: 
April 14, 2010 TCC Meeting  Merwin Hydro 

Control Center 
May 12, 2010 TCC Meeting Merwin Hydro 

Control Center 
 
Assignments from March 10, 2010 Meeting: Status 
McCune: Add Susan Cierebiej to the Lewis River TCC Land Acquisition 
Subgroup email distribution list. 

Complete – 3/10/10 

McCune: Add missing data in electronic version of PacifiCorp WHMP 
Appendices B & C; update Lewis River website and notify the TCC.  

Complete – 3/10/10 

Gritten-MacDonald: Review WHMP 2010 Annual Plan forestry alternatives 
with her forestry consultant and submit revisions to TCC. 

Complete – 3/17/10 

 
Assignments from February 24, 2010 Meeting: Status 
None  

 
Assignments from January 13, 2010 Meeting: Status 
Kearney: Coordinate with McCune to convene a land acquisition subgroup 
meeting as early as mid February 2010.  

Complete – 3/22/10; 
Meeting date 

scheduled on 4/06/10 
McCune/Naylor: Coordinate with creating a land acquisition spreadsheet to 
include type designations for the TCC review and approval.  

Pending 
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Parking lot items from February 10, 2006  Meeting: Status 
Conservation Agreement – what is wanted? Ongoing – 4/28/06 
 
Review of Agenda and Finalize Meeting Notes 
 
Kirk Naylor (PacifiCorp Energy) called the meeting to order at 9:05am. Naylor asked if the TCC 
attendees had any additions or changes to the agenda. No additions were requested.  
 
Naylor reviewed the TCC Draft 2/24/2010 meeting notes and asked for any comments and/or 
additional changes.  The meeting notes were approved at 9:15am with no additional changes.  
 

Curt Leigh (WDFW) and Susan Cierebiej (WDFW) joined 
 
Naylor requested a round table introduction for the benefit of a new TCC participant.  Curt Leigh 
(WDFW) announced his retirement from WDFW as of March 17, 2010.  Susan Cierebiej (WDFW) 
will represent WDFW for all TCC activities going forward. Leigh requested Cierebiej added to the 
Lewis River TCC Land Acquisition Subgroup email distribution list. 
 
Yale and Swift Lands Update 
 
Naylor provided a lands update relating to certain Swift and Yale parcels which is considered 
confidential and proprietary and not for public viewing.   
 

Ray Croswell (RMEF) and Bill Richardson (RMEF) joined 
 
Croswell and Richardson also provided an update of certain lands of interest whereby the seller has 
expressed serious interest.  All detailed land acquisition discussion is considered confidential and 
proprietary and not for public viewing.   
 

LouEllyn Jones (USFWS) departed 
 

The TCC attendees approved RMEF to proceed with an option agreement with the seller.  
 
Distribute PacifiCorp Wildlife Habitat Management Plan (WHMP) 2010 Annual Plan and 
brief review 
 
Kimberly McCune (PacifiCorp Energy) distributed hard copies of PacifiCorp’s Lewis River 
WHMP Annual Plan for Operation Phase 2010, dated March 8, 2010 for the ACC’s 30-day review 
and comment period.  
 
Kendel Emmerson (PacifiCorp Energy) provided a cursory review of PacifiCorp’s WHMP 2010 
Annual Plan, of which the document can be viewed in detail at the following link: 
http://www.pacificorp.com/content/dam/pacificorp/doc/Energy_Sources/Hydro/Hydro_Licensing/
Lewis_River/2010_WHMP_Annual_Prog_Report_Oper_Phase_ACC_Draft.pdf 
  
Emmerson reviewed sections 5.0 Old-growth Habitat Management inspections be completed in 
2010, 9.0 Farmland, Idle Areas, and Meadows Habitat Management (a spring and fall mowing at 
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2010 at the Hamm meadows), 10.0 Orchard Management the management actions are being 
completed , and 12.0 Unique Area / Habitat Management (thinning oak trees).  
 
Naylor quickly reviewed Section 13.0 Forestland Habitat Management to include Unit 11 clear 
cutting within the Spotted Owl Emphasis Area (SOSEA) 2.0-mile buffer. He also reviewed the 
evaluation forms for Unit 18 and discussed the proposed 2011 forest harvest in Unit 22 and the 
proposed road realignment in Unit 6 due to a land slide area threatening the existing road. 
Emmerson explained that the Unit 6 road realignment would not have Northern Goshawk surveys 
because the area is fairly small (less than 0.4 ac), would not require many trees to be removed, and 
the work would be conducted outside of the nesting season.   
 
Emmerson briefly reviewed 14.0 Invasive Plant Species Management and 16.0 Public Access 
Management.  
 
Emmerson pointed out that certain data was missing in Appendices B & C so McCune will update 
the electronic version, publish the revision to the Lewis River website and notify the TCC.  
 
The TCC was asked to provide comments on or before Monday, April 12, 2010.  
 
<Break 10:30am> 
<Reconvene 10:40am> 
 

Mariah Stoll-Smith Reese (Lewis River Community Council) departed 
 
Wildlife Habitat Management Plan (WHMP) 2010 (Year 2) Annual Plan for Swift No. 2 – 
TCC Questions/Comments 
 
Diana Gritten-MacDonald (Cowlitz PUD) provided a cursory review of two implementation plans 
proposed for 2010 to include the Shrub Enhancement Implementation Plan and the Patch Cut 
Implementation Plan (full detail of each is included in Attachment A).  The proposed work will be 
performed by the Washington Conservation Corps (WCC). 
 
PWMU-PUB Worthington’s Wetland: Shrub Enhancement Implementation Plan 
General discussion took place regarding protection of the willow plants from elk. Leigh suggested 
Gritten-MacDonald contact Mike Kohn at the Lewis Public Utilities District to discuss his ideas 
relative to protection methods. PacifiCorp commented that without protection the planting 
investment would be lost to elk. Richardson suggested soaking the willows in cool water for ten 
days for optimum survival. 
 
Naylor communicated that exclosures are best for protecting new plantings and could be developed 
with the use of  treated or cedar corner posts and then enclosing the area with woven wire at least 
six feet high. These closures can be expensive depending on materials and size of exclosure.  
Perhaps the WCC can provide labor to offset some of the costs.  
 
A suggestion was also made to eliminate the black cottonwood in the Worthington Wetland 
Implementation Plan because of the long term safety of cottonwood trees so close to the 
maintenance road.  
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The TCC suggested building exclosures in 2010 and planting in 2011; staging the implementation 
plan to coincide with the PUDs budget.  
 
DBMU-3 Patch Cut Implementation Plan 
 
Gritten-MacDonald reviewed the patch cut implementation plan and asked for TCC input, 
suggestions and ideas. Eric Holman (WDFW) communicated that increasing the patch size would 
be preferred, if possible.  
 
The TCC considered a number of options to include decreasing the number of trees treated (every 
other tree) in a larger patch size, commercial thinning, conifer control around existing wetland, 
stewardship contracting, more expansive thinning over time, or save money until a more 
meaningful treatment can be implemented and focus the dollars on the wetland (Worthington) 
project. Gritten-MacDonald said she would review the forestry alternatives with her forestry 
consultant. 
 
Holman suggested the Cowlitz PUD massage the wetland budget to include all exclosures and 
revisit the thinning options for units 2 and 3. Gritten-MacDonald will email the revisions to the 
TCC when available.  
 
New Topics/Issues 
None 
 
Next Meeting’s Agenda  
  

- Review of 3/10/10 Meeting Notes 
- Columbia Land Trust Update 
- PacifiCorp WHMP 2010 Annual Plan Discussion 
- Cowlitz PUD WHMP 2010 Annual Plan Discussion 

 
Public Comment Opportunity 
No public comment was provided.  
 
Next Scheduled Meetings 
 
April 14, 2010 May 12, 2010 
Merwin Hydro Control Center Merwin Hydro Control Center 
Ariel, WA Ariel, WA 
9:00am – 3:00pm 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am 
 
Handouts 

o Agenda 
o Draft meeting notes from 2/24/10 
o PacifiCorp’s Lewis River WHMP Annual Plan for Operation Phase 2010, dated March 8, 

2010 
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o Attachment A – PWMU-PUB Worthington’s Wetland: Shrub Enhancement 
Implementation Plan and DBMU-2 and DBMU-3 Patch Cut Implementation Plan 








