
 
 
 

Lewis River Hydroelectric Projects  
Terrestrial Coordination Committee (TCC) 

Meeting Agenda 
 
Date & Time:   Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
     

Place:    Merwin Hydro Control Center    
105 Merwin Village Court  

   Ariel, WA 98603 
 
Contacts:  Kendel Emmerson (503) 813-6040; cell 503-703-7734 
 

Time Discussion Item 
9:00 a.m. Welcome 

 Review Agenda & 3/13/19 Meeting Notes 
 Review and Accept Agenda & 3/13/19 Meeting Notes 

9:15 a.m.   Land Acquisition Update (Confidential) 
 TNC Update (Confidential) 

9:30 a.m. Study/Work Product Updates 
 Pollinator information 
 Upper Hanley-Curry Meadow 
 Dr. Margaret Wild Tour  

9:45 a.m.  Safety1 orientation for site visit to 2018 completed harvest areas in Management  
Unit 15  

11:00 a.m.  Arrive at 2018 timber harvest areas in Management Unit 15 – Comb Over, Mullet, 
Higsly I, II, and III 

12:00 p.m.  Lunch 
2:00 p.m.  Next Meeting’s Agenda   

Note: all meeting notes and the meeting schedule can be located at: 
http://www.pacificorp.com/es/hydro.html 

3:00 p.m.  Meeting adjourn 
1 Please bring rain gear and sturdy walking shoes for hiking in the forest (expect muddy conditions). No hard hats needed for this tour. 

PacifiCorp will have 2 vehicles for transportation of up to 4 additional passengers.   

 
PLEASE BRING YOUR LUNCH  

  
Join by phone 
(503) 813-5252 [Portland, OR] (US)   English (United States)   
(855) 499-5252 [Toll-Free] (US)   English (United States)   
 
Conference ID: 631927 
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FINAL Meeting Notes 
Lewis River License Implementation 

Terrestrial Coordination Committee (TCC) Meeting  
April 10, 2019 

Merwin Hydro Control Center & Field Tour 
 
TCC Representatives Present: (7) 
Kendel Emmerson, PacifiCorp  
Summer Peterman, PacifiCorp 
Kim McCune, PacifiCorp  
Peggy Miller, WDFW 
Eric Holman, WDFW 
Amanda Froberg, Cowlitz PUD 
Erik White, Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
 
Calendar: 
May 8, 2019 TCC Meeting Merwin HCC 

 
Assignments from April 10, 2019 Status 
Emmerson/Peterman: Report WDOT pollinator information to the TCC at the  
May 8, 2019 meeting.  

Complete 5/8/19 

 
Parking Lot Items Status 
Emmerson/McCune: Contact PacifiCorp’s properties department to discuss 
further TNC detail and report to the TCC at the next meeting.  In progress 

Emmerson: Email Dr. Margaret Wild about a field tour and elk management 
discussion sometime this summer.   

In progress 

 
Kendel Emmerson (PacifiCorp) called the meeting to order at 9:10am.  Emmerson reviewed the 
agenda and asked the TCC if there were any changes/additions. No additions were requested.   
 
The TCC reviewed the March 13, 2019 meeting notes and they were approved with minor 
clarification changes from Peggy Miller (WDFW) at 9:15am.  
 
Public Comment Opportunity:  
None 
 
Land Acquisition Update (CONFIDENTIAL) 
Title review is ongoing.  No additional update at this time. 
 
Additional detail around this topic is considered confidential and proprietary and not for public 
viewing. 
 
Other (CONFIDENTIAL) 
TNC – no additional update 
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Pollinator Information along transmission lines and Mitigation Funds (10.3.3) 
PacifiCorp emailed a pollinator presentation to the TCC titled, “EPRI Power-in-Pollinators 
Initiative” given by Andy Bidwell with PGE (Attachment A) on March 20, 2019 and the content 
provided some interest but PacifiCorp wanted to know much more.  Summer Peterman (PacifiCorp) 
researched the topic in detail and had the following questions for the TCC: 
 

 How much follow up do the TCC want? 
 How much do we want to spend of the mitigation funds (current balance $19,135.89)? 
 Do they want to till, planting, spray, rake? 
 What seed mix do they want to use… shrubs, flowers, (no grasses in it)? 
 How much does the TCC want to spend on testing or just go for it? 

 
Peterman noted that the transmission personnel wants the pollinator application to be inexpensive 
and simple if they are to proceed in a cooperative effort with the TCC.  Peterman also mentioned 
that if the TCC is interesting in the intensive survey the efforts could be contracted out. The TCC 
discussed that there are three different areas that could possibly work: 1) Unit 6 between transmission 
pole 9/12 and 8/12, 2) Upper Hanley-Curry Meadow transmission line and 3) Unit 3 between 
transmission pole 4/16 and 3/16. PacifiCorp will look at these areas prior to the May TCC meeting 
and report their findings. Larger areas could be addressed in a variety of ways then apply the 
pollinator knowledge gained to other WHMP lands.   
 
Upper Hanley-Curry Meadow 
Emmerson informed the TCC attendees that the expense for the research survey in Upper Hanley-
Curry Meadow was quoted at $11,000 (worst-case scenario).  The TCC discussed a variety of 
different applications rather than proceeding with an expensive survey, mowing and maintaining as 
a meadow.  The TCC discussed planting back to shrubland using rosehip, red currant, salmonberry 
and trailing blackberry as a few considerations to convert from permanent forage to shrubland 
habitat. Some areas could be mowed thus creating permanent meadow elsewhere within Upper 
Hanley-Curry Meadow.  The wetland area could be planted with spirea and willow as another 
consideration. 
 
Peterman will contact Washington Department of Transportation regarding their roadside 
management to benefit pollinators and ask them what their site prep entailed and report to the TCC.  
PacifiCorp will walk the meadow and suggest areas good to plant back or leave as a meadow.  
Emmerson suggested considering a few different plots with drill seeding and will inquire with 
internal PacifiCorp staff if drill seeding is permitted.  
 
The TCC agreed to table the topic until we see what is successful (what can be seeded and what 
can be mowed)?  
 
Dr. Margaret Wild Tour 
Dr. Wild contacted Emmerson via email on March 21, 2019.  Wild indicated that she would be 
interested in learning more about the elk management on PacifiCorp lands and perhaps sometime 
this summer would work.  
 
The TCC agreed that PacifiCorp would be in contact with Dr. Wild in June 2019 and to place this 
as a parking lot item.  
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Tour Safety Briefing 
Emmerson informed the TCC tour attendees that we will not be viewing Unit 14 (Middle Earth) - 
2017 Harvest Area today as DNR is conducting considerable logging and processing rock.  The log 
truck traffic will be very heavy.  However, Emmerson informed the TCC that PacifiCorp did not 
receive all of the big leaf maple ordered in time so once the maple was received it was placed in the 
Higsley II (Unit 15).  
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Emmerson cautioned the TCC attendees to be watchful of log traffic and muddy conditions and 
tripping hazards in Unit 15 (Comb Over, Mullet, Higsley I, II, & III). No hard hats required.   
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Depart for Field Tour 10:30am 

 
 

 
Unit 15 – Mullet & Comb Over 2018 completed harvest 

 
Unit 15 – Mullet & Comb Over 2018 completed harvest 
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Unit 15 – Mullet & Comb Over abandoned road        Unit 15 - 2018 completed harvest 
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    Unit 15 – Higsly II 2018 Completed Harvest  
  

 
Unit 15 – Higsly II 2018 Complete Harvest 

 
Unit 15 Mullet 2018 Completed Harvest 
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Agenda items for May 8, 2019 
 
 Review April 10, 2019 Meeting Notes 
 Land Acquisition Update (Confidential) 
 TNC Update (Confidential) 
 Study/Work Product Updates 
 Review Oak Sites 

 
Next Scheduled Meeting 

May 8, 2019 
Location: Woodland Police Station, 
Council Chambers  

 
Attachments:  

 April 10, 2019 Meeting Agenda 
 EPRI Power-in-Pollinators Initiative, Andy Bidwell (PGE) 

 
Adjourn 2:30pm 
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Assessing Opportunities for 

Pollinator Habitat Management  

 

PGE and the EPRI  
Power-in-Pollinators 

Initiative 

Andy Bidwell 

Senior Wildlife Biologist 

Portland General Electric 
 



• Pollinators 

• Importance and status of pollinators 

• Reasons for electric utilities to consider 
pollinator habitat management 

• EPRI Pollinator Initiative 

• Potential pollinator habitat management 
opportunities 

 

 

 

Presentation Summary 



   Portland General Electric 3 



   Portland General Electric 

Native bees - effective pollinators 
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• ~85% of plants require pollination for food 

• More  than 30% of all food we eat relies on 
pollination by insects 

• Also fiber, medicine, and fuel 

• Deteriorating health of honey bee colonies – 
pollinate $15 billion worth of crops annually 

• Decline of native pollinators 

  

Why Concern for Pollinators? 
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~3,600 native bee species in north 
America 

~40% may be at risk of extinction 

 

• Habitat loss, pesticides, disease, 
climate change  

Pollinators in Decline 
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• Ecosystem/economic services – Pollination 

• Sustainability 

• Regulatory risk – rare species 

• Mitigation opportunities 

• Public relations 

• O&M cost reductions 

• Employee engagement 

Reasons to Consider Pollinator 

Habitat Management 
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Fenders Blue Butterfly within PGE’s Service Territory 
 

• Jobs in certain locations may include seasonal 
restrictions and disturbance minimization 
practices. 

 

 

Regulatory Risk 
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   Portland General Electric 

Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) 
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Open habitat with Nectar and Pollen sources – rule 
of thumb (3-in-3, at least three flowering species 
available during three seasons) 

 

Nesting and Overwintering Habitat 

 

Dispersal Corridors 
 

 

 

Pollinator Habitat Needs 
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Powerline ROW =  

Pollinator Habitat 

• Managed as open habitat 

• Dispersal corridors 

 

• Minimize harm  

• Enhance priority habitats 
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Powerline ROW & 

Pollinators 

 

• Public agencies 

 

• Landowners 

 

• Conservation groups 
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Facility/Corporate Sites & Pollinators 

•Lawn alternative 

•Wildlife Habitat Certification 

•Reduced maintenance costs 

•Employee engagement 
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Dam/Recreation 

Sites & Pollinators 

• Dams maintained free 
of woody species  

• High public visibility 
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Pollinator Management Opportunities 

Solar Sites 

• Mitigate high land use 

• Enhance adjacent landowner acceptance, especially 

agriculture 

• Enhanced public perception 
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Substations & Pollinators 
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Pollinator Habitat Management 

Resources  

• Xerces Society 

• Pollinator Partnership – National Pollinator Week 

• Join EPRI Pollinator Initiative 

• nrcs.usda.gov/pollinators 
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   Portland General Electric 

Thanks to: 

• Portland General Electric R&D Program 

 

Presentations by:  

• Scott Black – Xerces Society  

• Jessica Fox – EPRI 
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