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OEIS Data Request 7.3

Regarding changes in Maturity Survey responses between the 2023 and 2024 surveys – Section 4.2.1: - In its 2024 survey response to question 4.2.1.Q4, PacifiCorp responded “No” for 2025 and 2026. However, in its 2023 survey response to the same question, PacifiCorp responded “Yes.” Similarly, in its 2024 survey response to question 4.2.1Q5, PacifiCorp responded “No” for 2026, despite having responded “Yes” in its 2023 survey response.

(a) Provide details as to why the responses to these questions changed from “Yes” in the 2023 survey to “No” in the 2024 survey.

(b) Describe PacifiCorp’s process beyond what is currently stated in its WMP (e.g., “PacifiCorp sequences distribution circuits to be inspected, while considering factors including HFRA, HFTD 2 or 3 Tier, when last scheduled work took place, knowledge of tree conditions, predominant species/growth rate, environmental factors”) for determining inspection frequency.

(c) Is any part of the HFTD inspected at least twice per year? If so, what factors determine the need for those areas to be inspected more than once per year?

Response to OEIS Data Request 7.3

(a) Upon further review, PacifiCorp updated responses to reflect current practices. PacifiCorp is reviewing its inspection practices and does not currently have plans for increased inspection frequency conducted by vegetation management.

(b) When implementing a cycle-based vegetation management program, consistency of implementation is an important aspect. PacifiCorp may also conduct additional reactive inspections in response to outages and environmental or weather-related conditions, thereby temporarily increasing inspection frequency.  

(c) PacifiCorp’s vegetation management program inspects vegetation along powerlines in the high fire threat district (HFTD) annually. However, lines are inspected through other wildfire mitigation plan (WMP) initiatives and PacifiCorp maintenance activities beyond vegetation management, including inspections conducted by Operations personnel and third-party contractors, where vegetation conditions may be noted. In addition, though the vegetation management department may conduct one scheduled inspection, vegetation along power lines is reviewed multiple times as follows:

1. Pre-inspection: initial inspection of vegetation. 

2. Tree crews conduct work and review vegetation in the area to address anything that was missed or if conditions changed since inspection.

3. Tree Contractor general foreperson conducts quality control review of work and to identify missed work or if conditions have changed. This review will be more effectively tracked with the implementation of GeoDigital.

4. PacifiCorp conducts a targeted 100 percent post-audit of all line miles to identify any additional work needed and confirmation of work conducted.




Despite PacifiCorp's diligent efforts, certain information protected from disclosure by the attorney-client privilege or other applicable privileges or law may have been included in its responses to these data requests.  PacifiCorp did not intend to waive any applicable privileges or rights by the inadvertent disclosure of protected information, and PacifiCorp reserves its right to request the return or destruction of any privileged or protected materials that may have been inadvertently disclosed.  Please inform PacifiCorp immediately if you become aware of any inadvertently disclosed information.   
